DEFENSIVE 
DOUBTS.HOPES, 
AND REASONS, 


For refuſall of the Oath, impoſed| 


by the ſixth Canon of the late Synod. 


Witch important Conſiderations, both for the 
penning and publiſhing of them at 
this time. 


By Jonun Lry, Paſtor of Great Budworth 
in Cheſhire. 


—— Above all things, my Brethren, ſweare not, Jam.5-12. 


Falſa Juratio exitioſa eſt, yera Juratio periculoſa eſt, nulla Juratio 
ſecura eſt, Anguſt.ſerm.2$.de verbis Apoſtoli. 


Hereunto is added by the ſame Author, 
A Letter againſt the ere&ion of an Altar, written 
aboye five yeares agoe: . 


Anda caſe of conſcience, touching the receiving 
of the Sacrament, reſolved. 


 . NDON, 

Printed by R.Young, for G. Latham, at the {igne of the 

Biſhops head in Pauls Church-yard. 1641. 
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Sir William Brereton,Baro-) 
net. And 
Peter Venables, Eſquire, To the Worſhiptull 
Baron of Kinderton Sands Francis Gamull, E- 
Knights of the Shire for ſquire. 
the County Palatine of Burgeſſes for the Ci- 


| Sir Thomas Smith. 


Cheſter. ) &4 tieofCheſeer. 
Jobs: Ley wiſherh the welfare of this, and 
the other World. 


Right Worll.and worthy Sirs, 
De" the good providence of 
| God, andthe good will of 
your Countrie have ſorted 
you together, in the defigne 
S] of publicke ſervice of the 
Church and State; ſo your united Intereſts in 
the cauſe and compoſer of this Booke , have 
joyntly rather claimed as 2 dutie, then invited 
as acourteſie; that I ſhould preſentitro pub- 


a 2 licke ' 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 


licke view under all your names. It propoſeth 
and purſueth many (as I _ a -oicious 
Reader will upon ſerious peruſall find them) 
juſt and weighty exceptions againſt the late 
Oath of the ſixth Canon , wherein it waiteth 
upon the wiſdome and juſtice of your Ho- 
nourable Houſe of Commons,who have vo- 
ted it, to vaniſh likethe ſmoake of a Canon, 


without a Bullet (making a great ſound, bur- 


doing, no hurt) to avow. your righteous and 
religtous Act therein, againſt the miſ-conceit 
of ſuch as, either partially or perverſly, mil- 
deeme the deſerved doome which you have 
paſſed upon ir. And if now (by your hands) 
it may come to the eyes of your venerable Aſ- 
ſociates, it may haply find ſuch acceptance in 
their ſight, that by your common favour it 
may have the honour to appeare before the 
right Honourable Lords of the Upper Houle 
of Parliament, and to repreſent us (who were 
moſt expoſed to the perill of the Canonicall 
Decree) the more capable of the concurrent 
Grace of youall, in the full and finall abroga- 
tion thereof. : | 
_ Andfor my {clfe (beſides my. generall en- 
- _ gagements, 
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The E piſtle Dedicatory, 


gagements, with thouſands who owe you &* 
the affectionate obſervance of publicke Parri- 
ots. and” Patrons, in the places to which you 
are called) rhe particular favours.which I have 
received from you in ſeverall, oblige mee this 
or any other way (wherein I may doe you 


any acceptable ſervice) toexpreſle my ſelfe 


Lf A 
ren a 


Yours, moſt ready to attend you 


with humble obſeryance, 


 Jonan Ley. 
From my Lodging at the Fonn- 
caine 1n Pauls Church-yard, 
Febr.22. 1640. 


A Letter, declaring the occaſion of beginning 
a manner of proceeding for the penning 
and publiſhing of the Diſcourſe enſuing, 


—_—_— ” — 


T O 


The Right Worſhipfull,and Worſhipfull,my very re- 
verend and worthy Friends and Brethren, 

Mr. Th.M. D.of Ch. 

Dr. D.D.of R. 

Mr. R. H. W.of M. and , 

Mr. Ch,H. R.of W.and with them,to the 
reſt of my venerable Brethren of the 
Dioceſle of Cheſter. 


My worthy and well beloved Brethren and Friends, 


Efides the Doubts of the Oath pro- 
poſed in this Booke (whereof wee 
muſt wait for reſolution from our 
Superiours) there may bee ſome 
Doubts of the Booke it ſelfe, to 
which it moſt belongeth to mee to 
make anſwer: and therein, partly to 
give ſatisfaction to you ; and partly, to require teſtifi- 

| Cation 


—T_— y < 


# ” 7 ay » Cad af PP S. © 24 SR Fes TT GR WP b — -* Iu SEN 5 
ae ooo by, oh. WOITTS IE 60 he big; SOON fo ASS a a EE RY Seda, , 
» Haga © ES ST OS Wot ON Be . , HS © 
5 , - 


The occaſion and manner, &c.” 


—— 


what ſhall ſay is very well knowne : and: that with 
the reſt I ſhall reduce to theſe foure -particulars ; 
whereof, moſt as yet have cither none, orat leaſt but a 
doubtfull apprehenſion: and wherein it is meet they 
ſhould be rightly informed. 
| 1. Concerning the occaſion of the diſcourſe enſu- 
10g. 
r* - The preſenting of it at firſt to you; and then to 
him, to whom it is inſcribed. 

3- The addition made in this (I may fay) ſecond 
edition, though a yet but a manuſcript. 


4. The Reaſons, why now I am willing to com- not intended 
for the Prefle. + -* 


municate Copies of it, which before I was nor. 

Firſt, for the Occafion, it was this: Some of you, 
and divers others (my ſclfe for one) metat W. arthe 
monethly Exerciſe ſet up, or _m (as is confidently 
delivered by divers perſons of unqueſtionable credit ) 
viith the good liking and allowance of our late lear. 
ned Soveraigne, as a godly and gratefull memoriall of 


his Majeſties, and the Kingdomes deliverance from 


the Powder Treaſon. 
At one of the Aﬀſemblies there, the Biſhop of Che- 
er that now is, not long before hee was advanced to 
the Epiſcopall Chaire, beſtowed his paines in the Pul- 
pit one part of the day, and I mine the other. Ar our 
premiſed mceting, which was Auguſt 18.hſt paſt, the 
ſervice of the day was divided betwixt you(M*.Ch.H.) 
and mce, and ourmindsand tongues united inpreffing 
Peaceand Charity,moſt needfull Themes for theſe cra- 
zie and diſtracted times. | 
Our Sermonscaded,, and ſome of ns invited = a 
: | Place 


cation from you, fince to many of you a good part of 


a It was then *©-* 
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place of convenient repoſe,the reſt of our Tribe (who 
were a part of that Congregation) refortedunto: us, 
bt every man accompanying his acquaintance, and ſo 
[ making, as it-were, a whole chaine of many linkes ; 
and withall.it is not unlike,but that the moſt that there 
met in perſon, met allo in perplexity of mind, by rea- 
ſon of the late Canonicall Oath,and in their defires to 
be reſolved of their Dotbts : and they might have ſo 
much more hope thereof, as there were the more at 
that time, with whom, in ſuch caſes of conſcience 
they might conſult. 3p 

Howloever,being ſo met,that which was the com- 
mon talke of the Laity , and the particular trouble: of 
the Clergy , could not but be a principall part of our 
diſcourſe at that time; and of that, the molt that was 
ſaid, was the propoſall ofa Doubt, Whether the' 04th 
were aoubtfull, or no ? and all of us expreſſing but the 
fame conceipt (as I verily beleeve) which every one 
brought with him,unanimouſly conſented inan Aﬀir- 
mative anſwer. 

Our next 2x2re was, what courſe ſhould betaken, 
either that we might not take it, or that it might be ſo 
cleared and qualified unto us, that our conſciences 
mightnot be entangled by it ; and for that, wee reſol- 
ved to propoſe our Doubts of the Oath to the Biſho 
of the Dioceſſe,and by him toadvance higher though 
in thelow and humble way of Petition) if there were 
cauſe. Then the Queſtion was, Who ſhould draw up 
our defires and doubts in writing ; and the company 
aſſembled, preſently agreedto pur that taskeuponme,. 
whichTIthen undertooke. DSS lib bas 9's 

This was the worſt of that daies work, which ſome 
(whoſe 
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proceeding in this Diſcourſe. 
(whoſe place and profeſſion promiſed more charity 4 
and diſcretion) have flandered, as a Schiſmaricall 3 
Conventicle, and a ſeditious Aſſembly ; and have ad- ; 
ded to their calumnies-of us, comminations of the 
higheſt diſpleaſure, and danger againſt us. 
To what height would they have raiſed their indig. 
nation towards us, if wee ſhould have met of purpoſe 
to make a common purſe to maintaine our cauſe, as 
the 2 Clergy in Henry the thirds time did,againſt Boxi- , nin.Gog- 
face Archbiſhop of Canterbury : or, ſhould have burnt ins Caral.of 
the new booke of Canons, as Þ Luther did the Popes ts : 
Bull and Decretalls ;z when a meeting, in it ſelfe ſo Councell of 
faultleſſe and inoffenſive, is racked , to make it reach Trentl.1.p.12 
to the height of an hainous crime. . 

2. The ſecond particular is the preſenting of that, 
which upon the requeſt of my Brethren I had perfor- 
med: firſt, unto them ; which I did the next Exerciſe 
after : (notwithſtanding my burthen of other buſineſle 
betwixt them both) and received from them ſuch an 
atteſtation and acceptance, upon the reading thereof; 
as I may well take for a recompence of greater paines 
then it coſt mee ; and which may embolden mee to 
adyenture it upon the view of other eyes, then of pro= 
feſſed friends. From my Brethren of the Presbytery, 
it was next to be a graduateto the Biſhop of Cheſter - 
But while that was in deliberation ! when,and by whom - 
to be done] I was informed, that a Letter was written - 
by the Archbiſhop of Canterbury to other Biſhops, 
both of this, and the other Province, not to preſle the 
Oath upon any, untill the 13.of October : and for that 
time it was reſolved by _ of us (to whoſe diſcre- 

tion 
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tion ſuch conſiderations were referred) it ſhould be re. 
ſerved. 

Meane while, we had aſſured newes of a Parliament 
ſhortly to enſue: That (as many of us then conceived) 
ſo varied the caſe, that it invited us to betake our 
ſelves to another courſe then wee intended before; 
and then it was thought fir, neither ſo to ſolicite the 
Biſhop, as if wee did principally depend upon his fa- 
vour forour freedome from the Oath; nor yet ſo to 
paſſe by him, as to give cauſe ot ſuſpition, that he was 
{lighted by us: and therefore about the 1 4.0f October 
I brought him the Booke at firſt, eſpecially prepared 
for his reading ; which I rold him, I tendred not to 
him then as an Apent for the Clergy, but as of mine 
oWwne private and particular reſpe& unto my Dioce- 
fan: which was fuch,that I would not confent(though 
much importuned) that any ſhould have a Copie of 
what I had compoſed,untill it were firſt offered to his 
peruſall, for which it was at firſt intended, and by 
Joynt conſent concluded among us. 

Thirdly, forthe addition now made to it, I may 
ſay truly , and ſome of my Brethren can teſtifie with 
mee, that the moſt of it was penned before any part 
of it was ſent to the fight and cenſure of the Miniſters 
at W. and I therefore kept backe divers ſheets of it of 
purpoſe, that it mightnot be too long fortheir leiſure, 
at their firſt meeting (after it was finiſhed) to reade 
it together. t 

And now, fince upon notice of more they will not 
reſt content with a part , leſt they ſhould ſort mee to 
cAnanias and Saphyra (fora ſacrilegious detention) 
I am 
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proceeding in this Diſcourſe. 


I am reſolved to communicate the whole firſt unto 
you, and then by you unto others. 4 

And for this I am now in the fourth place to ren- 
der ſome Reaſons and they are chiefly theſe: 

Firſt, to gratifie my Brethren and Friends, who im<- 
portunately preſſe mec,to mike them partakers of my 
private DiRates concerning the Oath. 

Secondly,to juſtifte our refuſall of it , which ſome 
have ſuperciliouſly cenſured, as proceeding of fimpli- 
city ; and ſome uncharitably, as ſavouring of contu- 
macy , or of hypocrifie: as if wee did but pretend a 
tenderneſlſe of conſcience ; and therefore that wee 
would be ſureto take it, rather then ſuffer any thing 
for ſtanding out againſt it. 

Thirdly, to reQifie the miſtaking of divers tran- 


ſcripts of my Booke from the firſt Copy (which are 


ſpread abroad in many places, either without my 
knowledge, or againſt my will) ſome whereof IT have 
ſeen, and by them have found out a double falſhood : 
the one of theft, in ſtealing of Copies (without my 
conſ{cnt) the other of lying, inputting their ignorant 
or curſory ſlips upon mine accompt, as if I had made 
them. | 

Fourthly, to cleare the doubt of ſome, and to con- 


"fute the miſ- report of others, who giye out, that I am 


the Author of a Booke intituled, Englavds complaint 
20 Jeſus Chrift againſt the Biſhops Canons; wherein I 
was a meere ſtranger, for the matrerof it (untill I faw 
itin print) and am yet for the maker of it now it is 
printed, and though ſuch as well know mee , will no 


more beleeve it to bee mine, then mine ingenuous d M'.E-3- 


ftiend would doe (who with his advertiſement ofthar 
2 ITilie is qj* 


; The occaſion and manner of 
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miſ-taking, wrote thus unto mee : 7 arm confident , you 

never wrete it : for it ſavours nothing either of your ſtile, 

ſpirit, or judgement. Whereupon, 1 have made bold in 

your name to diſavow it) yet for prevention of mil- 

priſion in others, it will doe well, that this Booke bee 

extant as well as that; and ſo may ſuch, as will bee 

pleaſed to compare them, ſee moredifference betwixt 

e Menander them, then betwixt © -Menanders Anariaand Perin- 

fecir Andriam pZjg, which, though they were compoſed in a various 

qui ramets * Phraſe and ſtile, were yet ſo like, both in their argu- 

re&enorit,am- ment and genius of the Poct,that he that knew the one, 

bas noveritz ayuſt know them both , as ſiſter-births of the ſame Au- 

non ita ſunt - . . | 

diffiaili argu- thOrs braine, which I dare confidently averre, no well 

mento. Terente adyiſed Reader will; ſuſpet of the Book, which mo- 

# 592.12 deftly diſcourſeth of the Doubts of one Canon, and 

that Booke, which peremptorily condemneth them 

all : and yet, if not onely private fancy, but publicke 

/ fameſhould father it upon mee, I ſhould not take the 

matter much to heart , ſince the other day , The mf 

reverend father (and for his rare learning,conſtant prea- 

4 ching, and conſonant liuing,the moſt renowned CArch- 

biſhop of CArmagh) told mee of an egregious impoſiure, 

petting his name to a late Pamphlet (whereof not ſo 

much as one line was his) which paſſed abroad a while as 

a Manuſcript , but was preſently t, printing to proceed to 

more publick notice if he had not opportunely procured an 

order ( from the Honourable Houſe of Commons in Par- 

liament) to the Maſter and Company of Stationers to 

f According prevent the impre ſion; whereof (giving me ſome prin- 
to the Tenour ; . : 

Cer downe, as #64 Copies of it) he willed mee, to givean Advertiſe. 

hereafter fol- went thereof to the Readers of my Booke , that neither 

loweth.' himſelfe nor others might be any more abuſed by ſuch a 

| | Hraudulent 
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proceeding in this Diſcourſe. 


frandulent forgery, and I might ſay impudent alſo : for 
what mm was it. to impoſe wp An _ 
hw-Fatherhood , a perſon ſo well, ſo generally knowpne, 
and not more knowne,then honoured throughout the Chri- 
ſtian world, and yet not by death tranſlated to another 
life, but alive and lively, in very good health, nor '(for 
the preſent) at a remote diſtance in Ireland, but in Eng+- 
land, in London, where hee might be ſure to be ſqone in<+ 
formed of the wrong, and find aready way 10 right him- 
ſelfe ? © Which may be a confiderable occaſion and 
© motive, to all men of eminent Abilities (of whoſe 
<« worth the world hath taken notice by their workes) 
*to leave a perfe Regiſter of the legitimate iſſue of 
© their ingenious and ſtudious conceptions (intended 
< and prepared for publicke uſe) that when they are 
<* dead, no ſuppoſititious brats may bee thruſt in a. 
« mong them, toclaime a childes part of their fathers 
< reputation. 

Toconclude(for,this fhort digreffionended)T have 
done with this IntroduRory Diſcourſe: Tf while I en+ 
deayour to avoid the inconyeniences fore-mentio« 
ned, Icxpoſe my ſelfe (by a more generall view of 
this diſcuflion of the Oath) to more varicty of cen- 
ſures, which from ſome are like to bee ſevere enough 
(for ſuch as have thought us worthy to be undone, if 
wee dare not ſweare, no doubt will entertaine theſe 
Doubts and Reaſons with diſtaſte)I ſhall not needany 
other cordiall againſt their miſ{-conceits, thentoreflect 
firſt upon the integrity of mine intentions , and the 
fidelity of my performance of this ſervice ; and then 


upon the confiderxe ſubſcriptions of ſuch unto it, as 
| b 3 | for 


Vocabantur Critici quidam do- . 4 
Si, quide criptis aliorum judica- as well qualified for the* Critica)l 


bant reponendine effent in Tem. Chaire, as I can. conceive them to be, 


+ 4, nevn gh eerie - 
ay > yn dp Er” who with a daſh of their pen would 
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The occaſion and manner, Cxc. 


for their quicknefle of conceir, and ſoundneſſe of 
ju*gement (ſo farreas 1 can judge) are 


cancell what you and many others | | 
have confirmed with your hands. To whom, with ; 
the reſt of my revexend Brethren, I moſt willingly 
remaine : 


From my Lodging at the Foun- 
raine in Panls Church-yard, 
Febr.23. 1640, | 


A moſt entire and affeionate ' 
Brother, tolove and ſerve you, : 
JounLsy, ; 


4 


Ce erate 
Die Martis, 9.Febr.11640. 


| Hereas complaint hath been made unto us 
| by James Lord Archbiſhop of Armagh, 
and Primate of all ireland, that a certame Pamphler 
hath been lately moſt mjuriouſly fathered upon him, 
and ſpread abroad under the falſe title of The Bi- 
ſhop of Armagh's dire&tion to the houſe of 
Parliament, concerning the Liturgie and Epi- 
{copall Government: It # this day ordered in the 
Commons Houſe of Parliament, that the Maſter and 
Company of Statjoners, and all others whom it may 
concerne , ſhall take ſuch courſe for ſuppreſsing of the 
ſaid Book, that they ſhal not ſuffer it to be put in print, 
or if it be already printed, not permit the ſame to be 
divulged. And if any ſhall preſume to print or publiſh 
the Booke above-mentioned, That he, or they, ſhall be 
then liable to the cenſure of the ſaid Houſe. | 


H.Elſynge Cler. Domus Comm. 
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A Preface to the Rezxavesx, 
written by N. E. 


Shewing that the Book (concerning the Oath, 
decreed in the fixth Canon of the late Sy- 
nod) as it was penned in good ſeaſon lo it 
is now publiſhed not out of ſeaſon : fince 
itis yet of good ule, to.divers purpoſes, of 

reat and permanent importance , when 
both the Oath and Penalty be wholly ſup- 
preſſed. | 


Hen the Authour of this enſuing 
Treatiſe compoſed it,there wasby 
reaſon of the new enjoyned Oath) 


manyPgpodly and learned Miniſters; 
' and (for their ſakes)among the peo- 
ple alſo, whereto theſe Doubts,and 
Hopes, and Reaſons miniſtred a ſeaſonable remedy: 
forthe Doubts put many.out of doubt,that the Oath, 
as it was framed, was to be refuſed : the Hopes (for all 
| that) upheld the heart againſt deſpaire of ſafety, from 
the commination of the Canon; and the Reaſons gave 
ſupport unto them both: and all together "_ ho 
carne 
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A Prefaceto | the Reader written by N. E. 


learned ingenuity and pious modeſty,diffuſed through 
the whole frame and ſtile of the worke) have ſotaken 
the hearts of divers Divines of eminentnote (for their 
good parts and great paines in their holy callings, 
among whom were ſome, whoſe dignity in the 
Church was by the Canon to be ſecured from altera- 
tion) as to obtaine their hands, for ſubſcriptionunto it; 
and to cauſe both them and many more to importune 
che publication of the Book (though the Oath it ſelfe, 
and Penalty annexcd to it, were diſanulled) fince the 
matter and 94nner of it are both of that kind , which 
may at any time entertaine a diſcreet and religious 
Reader with profit and delight. 

For firſt, albeitthe Oath gave the motive to it, yet 
it is not the Oath that makes the meaſure of it: for(be- 
ſides that) it compriſeth many very obſervable mat- 
rers, concerning the purity of Religion (without mix« 
ture of Idolatry) the duties of Chriſtianity, the predo- 
minance of Prelates, and priviledges of Presbyters, 
with many other particulars of moment, worthy of the 
publicke view , it that ſo offenſive, and (in reſpeR of 
ſome I may ſay) formidable Canon, had never beene 
made. 

And for the Oath it ſelfe, this Booke will preſent 
unto the Reader very many conſiderable advertiſe- 
ments,which no diſtance of time will put out of date + 
Concerning | 

Eirſt, the Synodof Divines, by whom the Canon was 
decreed. 

Secondly, thoſe by whom it was diſliked, whey it was 
knowne. . | | 
Thirdly, zheir freedome from it, who were in fanger 

C : 1400 
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Firſt, for the Synod of Divines,the many & weighty 
exceptions againſt the Oath, give juſt reaſon to ſu- 
ſpeR, that it was not framed by common conſultation 
among them, but deviſed by ſome one, or ſome few 
(at the moſt) who over-awed the reſt,and ſo obtruded 
it upon them, without their good liking ; though great 
feare of oppoſing, and little hope of prevailing; which 
held them from making any open reſiſtance againſt it. 

To this purpoſe hath ſomething been ſaid on both 
ſides : for, on the one, it was told by a Favourite of a 
manof great power inthe Synod (as inpraiſe of his 
prudence) that hee compoſed the Canons before the 
Clergy aflembled : and on the other fide (which be< 
longs tothe ſecond particular, and leads ustoit) ſome 
of the Synod have profeſſed ſo much diſlike of that 
Canon of the Oath, that had it been intheir power to 
ſuppreſle it , it ſhould never have proceeded beyond 
the breath that fuſt put it forth, 

And for the learned and pious Compoſer of theſe 
animadverfions tpon it, though hee were a Clerke of 
the Convocation at Yorke, he never heard of it, untill 
it had obtained its finall approbation, both in that and 
the other Province; wherein yet hee was not wanting 
for the uſe of fic meanes, for his due information : for 
knowing that the Aſſembly at London was the Diall, 
that at Yorke but the Clocke, which was uſually fect 
and regulated by it : preſently after his returne from 
the firſt Seſhon at Yorke, hee addreſiced himſclfero- 
wards London for intelligence at the firſt hand, that 
when the Canons were tranſmitted thither, hee might 
be ſufficiently inſtruſed (upon good grounds )to give 
ex deDy his aſlentunto them : and ſoto doe ho 
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he might not be alone in that choice, whereto his con- 
ſcience did encline him. | | 
Bur being on hisjournie, hee was confidently certi. 
fied (by the way) that che Parliament was diflolved, 
and with that hee conceived, both the Conyocation 
and his Clerkſhip were expired: and therefore that he 
was diſcharged of further care and paines for ſuch a 
rpoſe ; and if the cauſe had not been carried more 
y the power of ſome few, then the approbation of 
moſt, it might be matter of very great marvell, that ſo 


 many,fo = Clerkes ſhould give their aſſents to a 


thing (to bee aſſur'd upon Oath) which is ſo many- 
waies {ubjeR to doubtfull conſtruQion. 

And this may bee a juſt ground to all judicious and 
conſcionable Divines , to defire a Synod of another 
Conſtitution; wherein there may be more freedome, 
for diſcuſſion and determination of Ecclefiaſticall 
matters, then was in that, or can be expected inany of 
that kind. 

Beſides ſuch as were members of Provinciall 
meetings, thete were many more who were offended 
at the Oath, not only thoſe who were affrighted with 
the penalty (eſpecially the moſt conſcionable Clergy) 
but many of the Laity (of the beſt ſort and higheſt 
rank) have petitioned,pleaded, and, as it is now com- 
monly reported,the Honourable Houſe of Commons 
have voted it downe (though'the right Honourable 
Lords of the Upper Houſe have not yet fo far decla- 
red their judgements againſt it.) 
 Tothele this booke may doeTome acceptable ſer- 
vice, as ajuſt and complete Apology againſt that Ca- 
non, which decrcesforit, and ſo-ſeverely threatens the 
F " C 2 | | 
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xcfuſall of it) and againſt them,who ſo far favour it,as 
to referre all the Doubts and Quzres about it, and 
Reaſons againſt it, rather to perverſe prejudice of thoſe 
that find fault with ir, then to any juſt cauſe of excepti- 
on in the Oath it ſclfe: adding with great confidence 
init, and no leſſe contempt of ſuchas condemn'd ir, 
that, 1f any of the Apoſtles, yea, or Chriſt himſelfe had 
penned it (a ſuppoſition of mecre impoſſibility ) /ach 
men would yet have been cavilling againſt it. 

I can name the man that ſaid it,8& ſomwhat elſe(not 
much better to the ſameeffeR) and it may be an Apo- 
lopy likewiſe for ſuch as diſlike it , againſt thoſe who 
have taken upon them by writing to defend it, as con- 
raining nothing in it, that may offend the conſcience 
(if the judgement be not too weake, or the paſſion too 
ſtrong) whoſe papers have been too paſſent, and too 
much prevailed with ſome, who have not ſeene this 
diſcourſe, wherein the Author diſcovers their gloſles 
upon it to bee but as the gildings of a rotten Nutmeg, 


though he forbeare their names , out of reſpe&tunto 


the common peace, and to their reputations in parti- 
cular, who muſt needs ſuffer with it, ſo far as they are 
oppoſcd as Apologiſts for it: ſince as one of them ac- 
knowledged: (in the: beginning of his anſwer to the 
Quzres of the Miniſters of London) that the noiſe 4- 
gainſt the Oath grew every day lowder and lowder , and 
that it was loaded with publicke and popular infamy : 
and fo it is like hee ſhould have more necd:of pardon 
(as for apreſumptuous undertaking in that cauſe, being 
but-a private perſon) then that he could bring ſufficient 
aide to juſtifie the Oath, which(not without juſt cauſe) 
had incurr'd ſo much condemnation... _ 


A Preface to the Reader,written by N..F., 

Thirdly,if we conſider their freedome from it, who 

werein danger by it[8& they were many good Miniſters, 

who {if the ſwearing Canon had continued in force) 

muſt-have ſuffred loſſe of their liberty, and livelihood ; 

and very many good people, who were like to be depri> 
ved of their loving and laborious Miniſters )this Book 

may be of very good uſe, as a ready memoriall of ſuch 

a mercy to them all, as cannot bee forgotten, without 

wicked ingratitude : firſt to God, and next to thoſe 

worthy and honourable perſons , who have been the 

patrons of their preſent comfort , and protectours of 
them-from the preſſure of this rigorous innovation : 

and unworthy were theyſurely) of ſo great a favour, 

if they ſhould thinke, that whenthe Oath is condem- 

ned, they are forthwith diſcharged from any. farther 

thought or conſideration upon it. 

Fox mine owne part;{aid a worthy Divine (and Iam 
of his mind) 7 ſhall endeavonr alwaies to keep ſuch an 
zmpreſiion both of the perill and diſappointment of the an 
projet, for which the Canonwas comrived, that the bſee 1, 7 £ 
cond of November (the day deſigned for the execution of high eſtimati- 
the decree of that Canon)ſhall be to me as one of the dayes 97 ith the . 
of Purim, for hearty thankſgiving for deliverance from felliviey would 
it; and this Booke ſhall ſupply me with proper leſſons for (no doubt) 
the ſervice of that day. ns <bokes Fa 

Whereto, as for the matter it is yery pertinent; ſo gree of jollity, 
forthe ſtile and manner of writing,it cannot" but bee c — 
pleafing-to an ingenuous and well compoſed ſpirit, > be) a day of 
fince itrunnes (with an equitable temper of judicious diſtreſſe to the 
moderation) without all mixture of humour or paſſion, > Minifters, 
and neither mounts too high, with any ſtraine of pre. coune as their 
ſumption, nor coucheth too low by any ſervile inf: worlt encmicge. 
ation, | oY 3 L pu 44 
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It may be, ſome will conceive it hath too many re- 
liſhes of reverence to Biſhops , becauſe the tenure of 
their Authority is therein queſtioned, and the abuſe of 
it deſervedly diſliked by the beſt of all ſorts ; but that 
will be no matter of exception, if they conſider 

x1. That whenthe book was firſt penned, and open- 
ly avowed by the Authour, thoſe Canonicall Dicta- 
tors (who compoſed the Oath, and propounded it to 
the reſt for their ratification) were at the higheſt pitch 
of Ecclefiaſticall Prelation: and that their power came 
forth armed with a new plantation ofterrible Canons. 

2. That they have long enjoyed, and yet are poſ- 
ſeſt ofan awfull preheminence over their Brethren. 

3- That however their callings be accounted of, 
| the perſons of many of them, in reſpe of many ex- 
j cellentendowments in them, arein good manners 
| X and accuſtomed civility, tobe entertained with reſpe- 
Rive termes, which have been allowed even to thoſe 
who have been thought bad enough to bee depoſed 
from their Epiſcopall dignities ; as by this learned 
| Authour, out of the Councell of Calcedon upon an- 
| other occafionis obſerved in another worke (which, I | 
A hope,ere long will come to light.) The words of the 
| þ Z2ag.Scho- Councell, as wee havethem delivered by Þ Evagrias, | 
la.!2--4. aretheſe: 1: (cemeth good to us , and no doubt God ap- 

proveth the ſame, that Dioſcorus the moſt reverend Bi- 
j ſhop of Alexandria (if ſo pleaſe our Lord the Emperour) 
[| Juvenalis the moſt reverend Biſhop of Jeruſalem, Teala(- 
fius the moſt reverend Biſhop of Armenia, ſhould be puni. 
ſhed, and alike depoſed from their Biſhopricks , fa the 
ſentence and judgement of the Councell,, and bee at the 
Emperonrs pleaſure, 


nor nes ae Dn 
—_——_— 


A Letter commendatory. 


To conclude (for this Beok )ifthere were any need 
to commend it to common acceptance, by eſpeciall 
approbarion, I could (had Ithe Authours conſent to 
this purpoſe) produce many Letters of ſuch as have 
read it,andare beſt able to judge of it ; but that would 
bee in this caſe a ſuperfluous ſervice ; and it will be e- 
nough to take notice of one of them, which is as fol- 
loweth : 


Reverend Sir, 


onr Treatiſe of the Oath # awvery excellent Coment 

pon 4 bad Text, fitto be made publick for the com- 
101 good, not onely for the preſent, but for after times. 
And as was ſaid (by one) of Adams fall that it was foe- 
lix culpa,#n that it gave occaſion tothe manifeſtation of ſo 
great a mercy 10 mankind as followed thereupon; ſo ma 
1 ſay of the unhappy Oath (unhappy in reſpeFt of it ſelfe) 
that it was foelix Juramentum, an happy Oath,in reſpec? 
it induced the produdtion of ſuch a profitable diſcourſe 
upon it;very profitable IE fe it may become as uni- 
werſall as it is uſefull, which is the humble andthearty 
defire of him that profeſſeth himſelfe 


Yours in all offices of a friend and ſervant, 


6.J. 


— — 


Having had opportunity to pernſe many ſuch Letters, I 
have made choice of the ſhorrett,becanſe T would nor(any 
longer)withhold the-Reader from the principall proviGon 
PR: for him : whereto I now ſhall willingly diſmiſſe 


1M. 


Cas 
An Oath enjoyned for the preventing of all 


Innovations in Doctrine and 
Government. 


His preſent Synod (being defirous to declare 
their ſincerity and conſtancy in the profeſsion of 
the Doftrine and Diſcipline already eſtabliſhed in the 
Church of England ; and to ſecure all men againſt any 


ſuſpition of revolt to Popery, or any other ſuperſtition) 
. decrees, that all Archbiſhops, Biſhops, and all other 
Prieſts, and Deacons,in places exempt.,or not exempt, 
ſhall before the ſecond of November next enſuing, 
take this Oath following , againſt all Innovation 0 
Doftrine or Diſcipline; and this Oath ſhall be tendred 
them, and every of them , and all others named after 
this Canon , by the Biſhop in perſon, or his Chancellor, 
or ſome grave Divines named and appointed by the 
Biſhop under his Seale ; and the ſaid Oath ſhall bee 
taken in.the preſence of a ; publick Notary,who is heres 
by required to make an AF of it, leaving the Univere 
ities to the proviſion Which fallowes. 
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The Oar n is, 


1.4. B. doe ſweare, that I doe approve the 
Doctrine and Diſcipline or Government , 
eſtabliſhed in the Church of England, as con- 
raining all things neceſſary to ſalvation : And 
that I will not endeavour by my ſelfe, or any 
other, dire&tly or indireRly, to bring in any 

opiſh DoEtrine, contrary to that which is 
ſo eſtabliſhed : Nor will l ever give:my con-: 
ſcnt toalter the Government of this Church, 
by Archbiſhops, Biſhops, Deanes and Arch- 
deacons, &c. as it ſtands now eſtabliſhed, & 
as by right it ought to ſtand, nor yetever to 
_— it tothe uſurpations and ſuperſtition 
of the See of Rome. And all theſe things I doe 
plainely, and fincerely acknowledge, and 
ſweare, according to the plaineand common 
ſenſe, and underſtanding of the ſame words, 
without any equivocation, or mentall eva- 
ſion, or ſecret reſervation whatſoever. And 
this I doe heartily, willingly and truely upon 
the faith of a Chriſtian, So help me Godin]Je- 


A Concerning 
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Doubts in 
Generall. 


Doubts in 


Particular, 


SEES ESE 
EEE 
Concerning the Oath, and Penalty thereof, 

impoled by the ſixth Canon of the 
late Synod. 


——————"; 


Oubts, and Hopes, with the Reaſons of them both, 
for the moſt part delivered into the hands, and in- 
tended wholy to be preſented tothe prudent and religious 
conſideration of the reverend Father, John L.Biſhop of 
Cheſter, in the names of the Divines , Phyſictans, and 
Schoole-maſters of his Dioceſe. Pag.I. 


1. Gencrall Dous r. 


I. Phether this Oath (if it be tendred and taken) be 
not a taking of the Name of God in vaint, againſt the 
third Commandement. | pag. 3. 

2. Whether this Oath may be taken in faith, without 


which, the __ & ſinue, Rom. 14-23. Pag.1T, 


3. Whether the ſixth Canon, as it is charged with this 
oath, and Penalty, be not like to croſſe the chiefe end, 
whereat his Majeſty aimed,;n granting his Commiſſion 
for aConvocation or Synod, - Pag.1ts 


7. Particular Dous r. 

I. What is meant by Diſcipline and Government, 
whether the ſame things,or no; and, if the-ſame, what 
they be. | pag. 14» 

2. What is meant by the Church of England. pag.1 A S 
4 3H, 
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THE CONTENTS. 


1-hy the Diſcipline is linked with the Doctrine of 
the Sg of E -— om for neceſiity of Js. F 
pag, 18, 
4. What is meant by Popiſh Doctrine. pag.22. 
. 5. What eſtabliſhment of Doitrineis here meant; and 
how farre it may be ſaid to be eftabliſhed. Pag.39 
6. whether the degrees here ſpecified, be —— 
70 be allowed inthe ſame, or in a different degree of af 
ſent and approbation, Ws; Page43. 
7. What Deanes are here meant. Pag.44. 
8. What is the cAmtbority &r Government of aCathe. 
all Deane. Pag45. 
9. What js the Authority or Government of a Deane 
Rurall. pag 48. 
10. What is the Authority or Government of Arch. 
aeacons. P2g.5I. 

11. Whether we may ſafely take a new 04th, with an 
GC. 5 

12. How farre the &C. is ts be extended, M. -449 
expreſly declared, 

e = What Governonrs are included in the Hoke 
Ns the King, as Supreme, be altogether omitted, or im- 
plicitely containedin it. Pag. 56. 

14. Who, andwhat Governowrs they be. 188-59 59. 

15. whether the eftabliſhment of the Adjunits or the 

0t neceſſar appendences of Byſhops be to be fworne: unto 


ee 


-i#nthis Oath. pag. 62. 
16. whatthe Ri oh is, by which rhe Government is 

meant t0 ſtand. 1.5 P65» 
Of CArchbiſhops and Patriarchs. Pag.71. 


I7« How RO this perpetuity propounded is to be ap- 
| pled 


"A —_ + Z Ph v SET rn 
x we ike A wat ob ” \ 6 atlh> on oe Rh Et I x 
a = , MLS ai 2.2 CHE WIS. P 4 © 
4 © \ RE dE 4A NR Ee ee thao ets Ob ore RD <4 1 bets 
Wh rate avnt J Ys, br 
VL 


Tarr CoNnTENTS:sS. 


 phed zo the Diſcipline or Government of the Church. 


18. Why we ſhould ſweare againſt conſent, to —_ 
Government of the Church. pag.84. 
19. whether, if we ſhould thus ſweare, wee ſhould not 

be entangled with contradiition to our Governonrs, and 
fo onr ſelves. pag.85. 
20, Why inthis part of the Oath mention is made ra. 


ther of the See of Rome, then of the-Church of Rome. 


- Pag.92. 
* 21. Howwe can ſweare 10 # plaine arid common. ſenſe 
and underſtanding of the Oath. ag. 94. 


22. What willingneſſe is required in the pabiar of 
this Oath. pag 95. 
23. How the Doubts of the Oath may bee reſolved 
and clear ed. Pag.9 6, 
24. Why the ſous of Noblemen are excepted and pri. 
viledged from taking this Oath, when they take the de. 


grees of Maſters of CArts. pag.103. 
25. Concerning the difference, betwixt the command 
and commination of the Canon. Pag.106. 


Our Hor=zs, 
- Our Reaſons, and Grounds of them are foure : 


1. Reaſon grounded on Pzery. Pag.112. 
2. The ſecond on Chariry. .pag-116., 
3. On Equitie, Pag.120., 
4. On Policie. | Pag.122. 


Concerning 


Concerning the Oath and penaltie 
thereof, impoſed by the ſixth Canon of 
' the late Synod. 


Doubts, and Hopes, with the Reaſons of theme beth, for 
the moſt = delivered into the hands, and wholly 
intended to be preſented tothe prudent andreligions 
conſideration of the reverend Father, John L.Bi- 
ſhop of Cheſter, in the names of the Divines, Phyſie 
Cans, and Schoole-maſters of his Dioceſſe. 


p He impoſition of an Oath (being 

regularly made to bea ſeale of faith 
to thoſe that impoſe it) doth-reaſo- 
 nably preſuppoſe as much ſatisfacti- 
on and confidence in him,that doth 
rake. it (touching the manner and 
. © meaning thereof). as by ſuch a ſa- 
cred atteſtation, may be ſet uponthe mind of him that 
doth tender it. For, as the impoſcr expedeth thereby 
to bee aſſured of the intention and integrity of the 
taker of the oath ;ſo hee oy taketh it (that hee may | 

» t 


PE 


* Doubts, and Reaſons touching 


2 ene- 
* MEG; 
of the Mini- 
ters and Pro- 
feflors of A- 
berdene,p.37- 


* Conference 
at Hampton 
Court, þ.57- 


to the book of 
Common 

Praier, pag. 2+ 
printed 1625. 


the better imprinc that perſwaſion in him) ſhould firſt 
be aflured him{elfe;that with a ſafe conftience it may 
betaken. An hypocriticall oath {wee confelſe) may 
begeta beliefe, but it is not lawfully begotten by aty 
that doth not{ſweare in {incerity. | 
The due: confidetation hereof hath taken up our 
moſt intentive thoughts, which in their ifſue have ar- 
rived at this refolution of. our reverend brethren the 
Profeſſours of Aberdene : ® wee ought (ſay they) ro. 
judee ef thoſe rhintswe are to ſwearero, with the ſtrif? 
and im aifrive judaement of verity,and to ponatr duly, 
and to propoun particularly and fully to others (eſpeci- 
ally to thoſe who require our oath) to [aisſe onr COnſci- 
ences there anent , and to anſwer all the Donbts and 
Reaſons , which makt ns unwilling and affraid to give 
ont affent thereto.” | 
And for this purpoſe eſpecially, wee are to make 


_ out. addrefſe to your Lordſhip, by dire&ion ofovr late 


* Tearned: Soveraigne , ,.and ot the Fathers of our 
Church,inthefe wotds ,. Þ For.as much xs nothing can 


b> The Preface #1rn0ft be ſo plainly ſet forth , but doubts may ariſe in 


the uſe and pradtice of the ſame, to. appeaſe all -fneh di- 
wevſity (if-any ſach ariſe) and for Keſolntio# of abl 
AVBEE comcer ine the matt how to auder flandl, doeand 
execute this booke ({cil. the book of Common Praier) 
the partits that ſo doubr, of diver ſly takt uy 44 ſhall 
reſort t6'the biſhop of the Divceſſe, whopy his djpros 


fhall take or acr- for' the quieting and appeaſing the 
ſrrrt-—antd if the piſhop hiniſelfe bee in doubt, hee may 

ſend for reſolution thereof to the Archbiſhop, 
- "What is here exprefly preſcribed (ronuching the 
exphanation aid pracicevt that booke) we ——_ 
| oth 


PREP 


* the late Oathof the foxth Conn. & 3 


doth vertually/belong to our preſent caſe, — 
the Oath by: the-.ſixth Canon lately: impoſed '; an 
thereof wee make bold to preſent to your Lordſhip 
theſe doubts enſuing z which if you pleaſe notto an- 
{wer your fclfe, wee humbly beſecch you to tranſmie 
them to-an higher Judge, with- your favourableteſti- 
mony of us that move them, as of men (for a good 
part) well knowne to youto- bee ſtudious of the pub- ' 
licke peace, and no way affeaed to faQion or novelty, 
which you may charitably conceive of - the reſt, 
whom you know not ; ſince all of us agree (not onely 
as brethren among our ſelves, but as ſonnesto the re- 
verend Fathers of the Church ) to keep both the 
Kings and the Churches high-way, ina graduall pro- 
motion of out ſcruples towards due ſatisfation;which 
thus wee propound, beginning firſt with the generall 
doubts, and ſo proceeding to doubtsin particular. 


SS6S20200000920000 | 


Tun Oarn, ; 
I 4.B. doe {vveare, that I doe approve,&c. 


I.Generall Doubt. 
Whether this Oath (if it be tendred and taken) be not a 1.Generall 
taking the Name of God in vaine, againſt the third Doubt. 
Commanilement ? | 


Tnz Rraso0n. 
PEcauſe, as wee ſuppoſe, there is no need of it (in 
"reſpec of Miniſters eſpecially) for ſecurity cither 
of Doctrine or Difcipline againſt Innovation: for Do- 
By, B 2 ——Qrine 
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Doubts, and Reaſons touching 
rine (as againſt the Papiſts, the principall enemics 
unto it) the Lawes of the Land, and Conſtitutions of 
the Church (without this Oath) ſufficicntly provide,if 
they be anſwerably executed : and for ſuch, if they be 
conſcionable, they will not take it 3 if unconſcionable, 
(though they rake ws. —_ not _—_ - —_— 
idere non potuit, 6 Pontifex jura. WILL eafily bee perlwaded to flight 
An of art Aw nexus, this Oath, as oo doc the mito 
fivede fidelirate Regi preſtanda, fivede q Alſepiance, whereof ſome of 

diſpenſatione non admittenda diffolu- , , 
tos fore—Ims juramentum injuſtum them ſhew how the cautions of it 
neminem obligat, ſed ipſo fato nullum againſt equivocation , Mmentall re- 
eſt, Lyſim.Nican-pag.54-0x Paſceniv.  £+orvation, and Papall diſpenſations 
may bee cluded, and fay, that the Oath, as unjuſt (lo 

ſoone as it is taken) is preſently nullified ipſo facto. » 

But for Miniſters eſpecially, it ſeemeth unto us to 

be altogether needlcfle ; ſince they, having according 

e Can:36.9* to the< Canons of the year 1603. ſubſcribed to the 
wy Kings Supremacy, the Articles of Religion, and the 
Booke of Common Praier, and of Ordination, with 

all their contents (wherein the order of Biſhops, and 

degree of Archbiſhops is contained ; and which is 

compaſle enough for a well compoſed conſcience) 

$ . an-38. fee aref ſentenced (if they revolt from their ſubſcription) 
=qP* . ffſt.to Suſpenſion ; ſecondly, to Excommunication ; 
thirdly, to Depoſition from the Miniſtry. Rigour e. 
nough-for verball commination, and (inreſpe&t of 

ſome degrees of offence recorded in the. Canon) 

ſomewhat too much for reall execution; ſothat there 

is no need of more ſecurity by affent tothe things re- 

quired, then the ſubſcription to the. three Articles 
of the 36.Canon, and the: ſeverity of the 38. Canon 
againſt ſuch as revolt from that ratification. YEN 
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' And,by that wee reade in the Archbiſhops late re- 
ply to 4.C.it ſeemes confeſſion and ſubſcription are 
enough (for that we profcſlc in point of faith) togive 
ſatisfaRion and afſurance-of our ſincerity , even to a 
profeſſed adverſary ; for, when A.C. had ſaid,8 that # g Archb.Laut 
is not fufficient to beget a confidence,in this caſe to ſay > his relation _ 
we beleeve the Seriptures,and the Creeds, he returneth "0 _— | 
hins this anſwer : Fiſher, p.326. 

But if wee ſay it, you are bound in charity to beleeve | 
2 ; for I know no other proofe of faith, but confe ſfion of 
it, and pRngen t0 it: and for theſe particulars, wee 
have made the one, and done the other 1 ſoit is no bare 
ſaying , but you have all the proofe that can bee had, or 
that ever any Church required. 

It his Lordſhip had remembred this, at the late Sy. 
nod, it may be he would not havethought it meer to 
require us to ſweare beyond our confeſſion and ſub- 
ſcription formerly made; fox-why ſhould hee, or the 
reſt of the Synod,have leſle faith and charity to enter- 
taine our teſtification, then we may juſtly expeR from 
our Popiſh oppoſites, or require more of us then any 
Church ever did hitherto ? _—_ | 

Long before theſe Canons were ſet forth, and q 
h ſoone after the reformation of Religion by Queene Þ Queen Eb - 
Eliſabeth, there were (we confels) certain proteſtations a nt 
zo be made, promiſed, and ſubſcribed by them that were Novemb.z7- 
afterwards to be admitted to any office, roome, or cure in qe 5 ann 
any Church, or other place Eccleſiaſtical.  publiſhedanas, | 

But we conceive (beſides other differences to bee 155% +. -- 
touched under another title) that neither theſe prote- 
ſtations axe equivalent to-ſuch a ſolemne oath, as now 

| B 3 MM 


208. . Doubts, and Reafans touching 
isrequired of us, nor that there is ſuch need of itnow, 
as there was of them at that time. Dn? Ys; 

object. If it be ſaid, thar in theſe times there is ſuch 
divifion and diſtration among us, that there is need 
to faſten us togerher by ſuch a ſacred bond as that of 
 the'Canon: | | 
cAnſw. Wee thinke it reaſonable to reply, Tha 
neither the want of ſuch an oth was the cauſe of the 
diſtemper of the times, nor that the urging of it-will 
be'a' convenient cure thereof; bur rather the contrary: 
ſince there is miore agreement betwixt peace and love, 
which may beſt be preſerved where offenſive things 
Are not urged; then betwixt love and compulfi6n, 
eſpecially, if (as of this oath it is conceived) it in: 
ctoach upon the conſcience, without any great need 
(as from them that require it) or without ſufficjent 
' ground to ſatisfie ſuch as ſhould receive it. 

And wee ſee by the operation of italready, daily 
producing more and more diſlike of it, that it is not 
like to be a remedy againſt any malady already diſco- 
vered ; but rather a meanes to exaſperate the diſeaſe 
(though this bee beſides the intention of them that 
propound it) whereof there was the lefle need: be- 

cauſe, as our learned and religious brethren the Di-- - 

i Generall yines of Aberdene have obſerved, i There bee other 

rears ul meanes more effeiFuall for holding out of Popery (and ſo 
and Profeſſors OF any other unlawfull Innovation) i which we onght 
of Aberdene, #9 confide more then in all the vowes && promiſes of men: 

Pitet9e '* geaalſo, more thenin all the united forces of all the ſub- 
Jetts of this Land : to wit, diligent preaching andieach- 
ing of the word, frequent prayer to God, humbling of our 

| ſelves 
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felverbefore bins uatd amenument of uy Hiurs0d cop 

verſations, and armving' var felves tgar}t onr wiverſas 
ries, by tiligem ſtarching of the Screpeares, whereby we 
muy dncreaſe in the knowledge of the trith, and in "= 
lnry #0 defend it againſt tht enemies of te. 

Theſe have | been the-chiefe rheanes to advance 
borhthe Doarine6f rrixh, and the Diſcipline of thats 
ners ;and they will be the beſt meanes tohold them 
up f Rill: with them there willbe no need ,withouethem 
none aide by oaths of tliis kind. 

Therebe fome that ſay, This Otth was fraines fot 
tryall how men ſtand affeQed to the preſent y_ 
ment, and whether they be inclined to ſuch a 
in the Eccleſiaſticall ſtate for Dorine br Diſci 
28 tendeth to diſtarbance of the civill rs ren 
alſo, eſpecially to derogation from his Majefties Au- 
thority : this is partly tmplyed inthe C__ or TAne 
Oath; which beginnethrhus; 7h755 preſent Synod, = 
deſirous to declurt their funcerity 24 conftimcy ian 
profe ſcion of the Dottrine and Diſcipline Opabiaa in 
the Church of England , and to ſecure ull. men againſt 
ſuſpicion of revolt #0 Popery , or any other ſh tl ge 108, 
Heorves, &c._—afdin this reſpe ceivethe 

Oathis of neceſſary uſe. To ki as. pRd plead fort, 
wethinke it meet to make thisanſwer, 


1, Concerning the venerable Synod, that has fa 
6d Dh: 


ſome perſons in it; bemg ſaſpetted 'of tinſout | 
Es Popith ſtraine;miighr doe'very well to pive 
all dueand probable fatisfaction, to acquit themſelves 


of that imputation(whercin we are perſ[waded of fone 


a 91997 
that they have been-untruly traduced) yer: wee ©on- | -1 >: i 


ceiye this Oath not ſo pertinent to that purpoſe, xs is 
ade; 
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Doubts, and Reaſons touching 

deed. ; becauſe. the third Canon, which infiſteth 
much in the diſcovery and purſuir of .Papiſts, and 
none elſe, importeth more oppoſition to Popery then 
this fixth Canon doth, which requireth the Oath ; 
fince (as wee ſhall manifeſt in another place) it. com- 
meth with a deeper charge againſt thoſe whoare the 
greateſt Adyerſarics of Popery, then againſt Papiſts 
themſelyes. 

Secondly, for the other part of the Oath concern- 
ing Diſcipline, or the government by Archbi- 
ſhops,8c. we apprehend no need of an Oath, to de- 
clarethe ſincerity and conſtancy of the Synod in that 
reſpeR ; for viho maketh doubt, but _1rchbiſbops, 
Biſhops, Deanes, and £Archdeacons (who carry moſt 
ſway inall our Synods) are willing enough to main- 
taine their dignity and authority,and unwilling to ſub» 
jeReither of them to Papall uſurpations. Heis a man 

- ofllittle faith who will not take their bare word for 
that, without an Oath, or will require ſo much; for 
no reaſonable man can thinke otherwiſe of them, 
though they ſay nothing. 

For we cannot imagine, if it were but for the Arch- 
biſhops owne ſake, that he (fitting as Preſident of the 
Synod) would ever ſubmit to any uſurpations of the 

"mu See of Rome; ſince hee knoweth , and would have 
the cond, ace Others know from him. (for hee hath publiſhed it in 
counted my print) that the Pope hath acknowledged k .1nſelme, 
| - > on « worthy Predeceſſour of his in the See of Cant for his 
our Saint , 

© Auſelme, as his 0w1e compeere, the Apoſtle and Patriarch of the other 
wr world. 
35 Frid be was the- le and Patriarch of the other world. So Archbiſh, Layd in his re- 
| _ lation of his c nfcrence with Fiſber, p.171» . And | 
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And heeſheweth himſclfewilling enoughto take 
1 his Holincfle at his word, and to keep him out-from 
all command over the: Brizajne Church, alledging 
1 chat it was never ſubject to the See of Rome, having a 1 16id-ix 
- Primate of its owne; and that Primate for thepreſent ©* RCs: 
\ is himſclte. PRNE TY. 
Thirdly, for others, this Oath can be no good Cri- . 
terion,totry mens fincerity to either DoQtine or Di. 
ſcipline ; for many things by divers may bee beleeved, 
liked, and preferred, beforeany other of that kind ({o 
that they would bee loth to change them) and yet 
may they be unwilling to take an Oath for conſtancy 
tothem. 
| ; For inſtance, wee beleevekneelingat prayer to bee 


lawfull, laudable, and the beſt geſture wherein:to 
preſent our devotions to God ; yet wee would not be 
put to ſweare never to conſent to a conſtitution for 
ſtanding at prayer, fince for ir there is, firſt, » Scrip- m Mar.11-25 
| _ AF: Luk.18.11, 

ture ; ſecondly,a Decree inthe firſt *Nicen.Councel; "Em. & 
thirdly, a continued pradice of it in the Church for conveniens 

o many hundred of yeares together. :' - _. pr cm 

Fourthly,many of thoſe who,in regard ofthe mani- ds 
fold doubts involved in the Oath,are affraid to take it, rio cf, ur tan- 
have given better evidence of their ſincerity concer. ©* 25 2ratio- 

ning the ſtate, both eccleſiaſticall & civill, then can be mino redds- © 
expected of moſt that take the oath(without any doubt 9s. Conc. 

-  orcxaminationatal!)& if yet there be doubr of them, 07 2 
they may be-put to the tryall of the firſt Canon con- o From before ©, | 
ccrning the Kings Authority, and the cight made for — 6 
preaching for conformity , both decreed by this laſt 1»ſ/me Arch- # 

Synod, which may bee ſufficient for full ſatisfaction Þiſh.of Cant. 

without an Oath ; and yet they that dare not bee. per- | 
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ethptory ih every particular (in thoſe Canons deter- 
mined) may for all that bee as farre from all diſpoſt- 
tionifo trouble either Church or State with any Inno- 

' vation, as they who would ſer the ſeale of an Oath to 
every line of them. | 

Fifthly, though we doubt not,but divers who have 
taken the Oath bee very learned, grave, and godly 
perſons, and have done it (as they conceive) with due 
cof{ideration, and good conſciences yet it cannot bee 
denied, but many may be too forward to ſweare,with- 
out aty care of uſe of either : either out of hope to bee 
held very heartily affeed to thoſe who have meanes 
to promote them {the hope whereof, as eEnexs Sil. |, 
Wins obſetved,made moreto adhere to'thePope,who 
pavepreferments, then to the Councell , who had 
noneto give) or out 'of feare of their diſ- favour, who 
havepower to ay heavie preffares upon them. 

And ih reſpc@ of ſuch the- Oath is of no ufe or 
force, fincetheTamre affe@tions (nor regutared by Rea- 
forvand Religion) will incline (with the alteration of 
times) to quite contrary effects. | 

Laftly,fo many of all ſorts, both ofthe Clergic 
and Laitie; yea, mary of thoſe who hold Epiſcopall 
imparity the beft government of the 'Church, and 
are no way addied'ro'the Presbyterian Diſcipline, 
'diflike this Oath ſo much, that howſoever this 
Canon may diſcover 'fome difference 'betwixt thoſe, 
"Whoſe lot the wife manſheweth may'brealike (wiz. 
betwixt him that fweareth , and him that feareth 

mY an vath , Eccleſ.g.2.) yet not that difference which 
| may bee cauſe either of aſſurance of them that take 
it,to 'the-dodrine or-goverament of 'the Church, 


"trier Obie fee 


or of juſt jealoufte or ſuſpicion of them that re- 
- fuſe it, 


i —_—_——_ tht th th th. 


2. Generall Doube. 
Whether this 0ath may be taken in faith, without which : 2.Generall 
the taking is figne. Rom. 14.2 3s 


a 
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Ecanſe it comprehendeth ſo many things of ſe. 

verall kinds (and divers of them unknowne unto * 
moft of us) that though wee be ready to beletve, and LE 
receive ſome of them fingle, our faith cannot fadome Fi 
i] trhemaltogether; and ſo wee cannot ſweare without 
doubting : and if doubtful ſwearing bee as dangerous 
as doubtfull cating (as wee conceive it is, and ſo 
feare wee may be damned for it by the doome of the 
Apoſile in the fore-cited place) wee can neither with 
confidence nor ſafety take this Oath, untill we be ber- 
ter refolved of the trne meaning thereof; and fo (as it 
ſeemeth to us) a ſuperfluous Oath,it may peoven to the 
takersa perilous Oath. 


—_—— 


3. Generall Doubt. 


Whether the ſixth Canon, as it is charged withthis Oath 3.General! 
. and penalty, bee not like to croſſe the chiefe end 

| ere 2s his Majeſty aimedin granting his Commiſ- 
fron for 4 Convorationor Synod. 


Turn RrasON. 


Ecauſe in his Royall Declaration. (which hee was 
won to pw mers the late CO Foes 
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—_ . Doubts and Reaſons, touching 


ſaith-hee giveth leave for Eccleſiaſticks to allemble, 
hg and being aſſembled, ? to conferre, treat, debate, con-! 
vrefixed before {4&7 £07,ſ#lt » 41d agree of, and upen Canons, Or- 
the Canons. ders, Ordinances, and Conſtatutions , as they ſhould 
pag.8. thinke neceſſary and convenient to this exd, viz. for the 
honour and ſervice of Almighty God, and for the good 
q 1bidpag 10. and quiet of the Church, the 4 end and purpoſe by his 
Majeſty limited and preſcribed to the Convocation or 
Synod; and how this Oath ſorteth.to this end, we ap- 
peale to the publick xeport of ;'moſt Counties. in the 
Kingdome, wherein (beſides the Miniſtery) the peo- 
ple neither of the worſt ſort for condition, nor for 
converſation ; nor the feweſt for number , expreſſe 
= diſcontent and trouble of mind at the propoſall 

if. pf 33 ayia p 
Hereby wee irapute 20 diſobedience to the reve- 
rend Prelates.and Clergic aflembled ; for wee con- 
ceive they had ng! thought of oppoſition therein, to, 
the pious purpoſe gi his facred Majeſtic ; nor any 1m 
prudence, ſince, as they beleeved themiclves of the 
Oath, they might probably hope of acceptance with 
others, and (if generally accepted) that ſuch effes 

might follow as they i 

Bur if they doe not, their diſcretion will dire them 
to vary their courſe as times and occafions require. 
| For, if the Church-in this world bee like unto a ſhip 
2 => ma uponthe ſea (in which reſpeir-is likened to * Voahs 
gincmcerrum Arke) their Ats,and aimes of Government of it,may 
cſ&teſte Petro. be ſometimes diſappointed by the indiſpoſition of the 
7 ag people to comply with them; as the purpole of the 
Pilot by the diſtemper of the weather, who, whenhe 
reaſonably thinkes it meer to. hoiſe up ſaile,, may bee 
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the late Oath of the fixth (aun. 


ſoon after induced to ſtrike ſaile,for the avoidance of 
inconvenience or danger:of this prudent accommoda- 
tion of the Acts of Authority tothe times, -and their: 
uncertaine inclinations and events, we find manifold 
examples,both inthe Civill and Ecclefiaſticall eſtate. 
Thus much of the Doubts in generall. 


Onr Doubts in particular. 

The Doubts hitherto propoſed touch, not upon Doubts in + 2} 
any branch of the Oath in ſeverall , or of the appur. P*icvlar _ 4 
tenances toit, but reach tothe whole , as taken toge- 7, 
ther ; thoſe that follow ariſe out of particular conſide- bs 
ration, firſt, ofthe parts of the Oath ſecondly, of the 
explication of it; thirdly, of the perſons that are to 2 
take it; fourthly, of the penalty attending upon it. _— 


I. Of the firſt part of the Oath. $1 wn | - 

Fr © 1 I | Of the parts 

L 4.3. doe {weare,that I doe approve of.che Of ox? 
Doctrine, Diſcipline, or Government of the bo 
Church of England, as containing allthings 


neceſlary to ſalvation. 
E are not deſirous, without juſt ground mini- * 
ſtred unto us, to multiply Doubts upon the 
Text of the Oath; and therefore-wee take it for the 
preſent, that by DoecFrize is meant that to. which the ' | 
Clergy are required to ſubſcribe by the 36.Canon, - 
eſpecially the 39.Articles of Religion. . But for, Di- 


% ; 
” 


ſcipline or Goverment, our Doubt may be +7," 4 5 
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Doubts and Reaſons, touching 
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Tur Dousr. 


What is meant by Diſcipline or Government , whether 
the ſame things, or no;and, if the ſame, what they 
be ? 

Tur Rnas0n. 


PEcauſc in divers Authours wee find them many 
"WI times diſtinguiſhed ; but there they feeme to bee 
- Le P9:0's the ſame. The word ! Policy is taken with them into 
| ofDiopline, focicty of the ſame fignification by his Majeſtic, in his 


| and Policic of Jare large Declaration. 
| theChurch, &c. 


” The Kinoz And all three fignifie (with reference to the 
| Large Declara- Church) Eccleftaſticall callings , ordinances, and the 
| tion, 9-339 exerciſe and application of them, to ſuch as are ſubjeR 
| tothem both : wherefore they that arc beſt acquain- 

ted _ og he _— —_ of _ indiffe. 

| £ Me. Travers rently , of * Eccleſiaſticall Difcipline , » Church Go- 
| = "xy men AK and * Eccleſiaſtical ger - and in a large 
| plin. — Ffenſc theterme Diſcipline containeth them? all. And 
u Dd. ſoitis taken by = Archbiſhop Whicgifi, where here- 
the governme: duceth all that concerneth Religion,to DoArine and 


| of the Church. Diſcipline ; and ſoit ſeemeth they doe who com> 
x M*.Heokers 


EcdeCpolicie, poſed the Oath, as appeareth by their entrance in» 
| y The diſpute £Q it. | | 

FP En" Andthaughſometimes that word be ftritly taken 
| opi 3 :Yop - 
Seremoniess for the cenfure of manners, or correQion of offen- 
+5 47 "ION ders (as in the Preface of the Communion Booke 
Du. uſually read upon Aſhwedneſdaies ) tr in a large 


»plies.9.93- ſenſe (and that very familiar) it 1s put for the whole 
z Archbiſhop | 


© wWhitgifts Reply to T.C.p#g.372. Soalſo inthe Hiſtory of the Councell of Trent, /.2. 
| '$-135- And Biſhop Hall of Epiſcopacy,part. 3-þ-4. : 
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the late Oath of the foxcch Com, 
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policy or government of the , ——of which Diſcigline the maine and * 
Church: whether » Presbyte» A 6 , m_ your! | 5 & Cane Ec- - 
. -  clebvaſtical] Courttpbeeſt: perpetu= - 
riall » AS IN Genevaz or . 3, all Judges in that Court to be their Mini= - 
ſcopall, as with us; a prinCi- Ges : others of the people, twice ſo many in 
pall part whereof is Hierar- reber 56 tap pn gat y.choſen to be Judges # 


chicall Imparity : in that ſenſe Prafinof HeokfDake page? Rr 
«x was ſaid by MaſterÞ Moun Archbiſh»#itgh,Repp,2- : WE 
tagne, That the Synod at Dort b Maſter Moun!ag- Appelio Ceſurem, p.ro8." 
in ſome points condemneth the Diſcipline of the Church 
of England , meaning eſpecially the Government by | 
Biſhops 3 and ſo alſo did the « Dominus Epiſcopus Landavenſis—de 
c Biſhop of # andaffe take it, ag rae! ag ne xk nunquam in Eccle- 
1, k,.. fa obrinuifle Miniſtrorum paritatem non _ 
when in anſwer to him, and tempore ' Chriſti ipfius, &c. [og Synod. Para. 
confutation of him 's heex » ſ*ſsioge 145+ April. 30. Antemerid: - 
ted the defence made by himſelfe, forthe Hierarchy 
of the Engliſh Church, in that Synod , voting 5n few 
words conceraing the Diſcipline, Thatthe Church never 
had a parity of Minifters,no u0t in-Chrifts tiane,mbere-. 
mthere were the twelve Apoſtles , ſuperioms tothe 
72 Diſciples, which he ſheweth was not contradicted | 
by that Synod. In the ſame Ka wat 4 
ſenſe it isuſedby.dothers, who ;.. apotafam aur concrprane; £3 eee | 
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a . . in Diſciplina aberramnt. Parker de Polit Ee- | 
point.of Epiſcopacie. «> "i 4 6ep.3. where by Dilcipliic oi 
The obſervation of this im- beunderfiood the Government by Biſhgpy, . 
parity , in giving precedence 4 

. -» WT cimus « jnviolate -permanſifſle Ecclefiz 
To Supcriours, is-called Dz fc = Diſciplinam, ut valid fraceum prioribus ſuis 
pline,umthe-- rhirteenth'Canon ſe auderer anteponere. \Conc;l. Milevitans 
of the Milevitan-Councell: the ©4713: . 
Ceremonies alſo in rule and praQtice}, are reduced to _ 
Diſcipline in the prefatory Declaration before the 3 
Communion Booke, underithis title [of young 
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| Doubts and Reaſons, touching 


ES ſome of them doe ſerve to decent order, and godly 
=: diſcipline : and againe, w:thout ſome ceremonies it is not 
poſaible to keep any order , or quiet diſcipline in the 
Church; which implycth both the contticution and ob- 
ſervation of them : and to this acception of the words 
Diſcipline and Government inthis Oath we rather in- 
cline ; but cannot of our ſelves ſo certainly reſolve it, 
as that we dare {weare it. 


Pn _— 


Dovwsr 2c... 
2. Particular What is meant by the Church of England ? 


'**Doubr, | 
| Tur RrasoON. 


PEcauſe of the ambiguity of the terme Church, 
f SeeDoQor which is variouſly * diſtinguiſhed; but eſpecially, 
| +1 147 ng becauſe the new Canons bring in a new acceprion of 
' his Sermon. that word (new in, reſpe&t of the language of Prote- 
+42 2 an ſtant Divines) for in'the fourteenth Canon , where 
in his - wr caution is given concerning commutationof penance, 
' the neceſſity of by the Biſhop, or his Chancellour, there.is this pro- 
1 t<rapvg the vio, Thatif the crime be publickly complained of, and 
| iniſt. and : _— 
| Cerem, 4j. doe appeare notorious , that then the office ſhall ſienifie 
"ſert.x.pag.6. 20 the place from whence the complaint came , that the 
with others. Delinquent hath ſatisfied the Church for his offence. 
The fatisfaQion is by the payment of a'pecuniary 
- mul&, that is made to the Biſhop,or his Chancellour , 
either of them then, or both together ſeemeth to hee 
called the Churchin that Canon: and that contradti. 
on of a word of ſuch a large comprehenfion (as the 
rjght acception of it requireth) might brecd ſome ſy- 
b- ſpicion 


__ 


why ſome aboliſhed, ſome retained} where it'is ſaid; that | 
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the late Oath of the ſixth Canon. 
ſpicion of ſymbolizing with the Popiſh Diale& 
(though the ſenſe bee not Popiſh) wherein byan in- 
tenſive Synecdoche, that which is moſt extenſive, and 
diffuſed all over the world, is ſhrunke upinto the per. 
ſon of one man, the Pope. But becauſe the matter of 
commutation in that Canon, is of a narrower com. 
paſſe then cither Doctrine or Diſcipline in this, wee 
may take the word Church in a larger acception ; and 
that may be either for the Clergy in generall , when 
it is uſed by way of diſtinQion from the Laity, or 
as the 139.Canon decreeth it [The Church repreſent «- 
tivein 4 Synod which® Papiſts reſtraine to Epiſcopall s Eyiſcopi 
Prelates] Or as the 19. Article taketh it, 4 wv1ſible — 
congregation of faithfull men , in which the pure word u noſtrilo- 
of Gods preached, and the Sacraments duly admini- fr yrny 
ſired + Orasinthe 35.Article, it may ſtand for the chſe.14. 
place where the people are afſembled, and holy offi. Archbiſhop 
ces performed ;but which of theſe , or whether any m9 
other ſenſe of the word | Charch) bee meant in this church for the 
place, we leaveittothoſe, who have authority to in- Pops, inthe 
terpret the Oath, to reſolye. - -* eps 
chamber Speech, where he makes requeſt in the Churches name, that it  ——— 


by thereyerend Judges, that keeping of Courts, and ifſuing of procefle in the Biſhops 
names——arc not againſt the lawes of the Realme. fol-penult.p, r. 


Dous r }. 
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Doubts and Reaſons, touching 


Dous r 3+ = & 
3.Particular Jy/hy the Diſcipline « linked with the Dot#rine of the 
Doubt. Church of England for neceſſityof ſalvation. 


Trnet RrasON. 


T2 Ecauſe it ſeemeth to us, to coaſt ſomewhat to- 
'wards the conceipt of Franciſcus a Santa Clara, 
h Ubi nulli praefſe ſolent Epiſcopi, de- Provinciall of the minorite Friars, 
eſſe debent Presbytcri 3 hos fi demas yyho holdeth , h That where Bi- 
quam miſerenda,quzſo, & horrenda.ſunt 4 1 obs 
quz necefſario ſubſequentur : nam ubi ſhops 0e 08 THLe REY e are no Preſ- 
nulliſunt _ ert, _ erunt & we byters : where n6 Presbyters ,zv0 Sa- 
cramenta, Alu iorte Matrimontwm 
Baptiſmus. Franc.i Sania Clara Apolog. FRANC. Hee excepteth (ACC@r- . 
Epyſcop-paget5L. ding to the tenet of his Church) 
. Matrimonyand Baptifme;the former as a Sacrament, 
the later as a Sacrament, and (more then that in the 
Popifh opinion) as neceſſary toſalvation ; and hee fo 
3 Epiſcoporumneceffitatem inficiari ni- farreentorceth this neceflity,as to 
hil aliud ct quam pninien honiants fay, iThat to deny the neceſſity of 


oe lam exzevare, 16.4. EPiſcopacy, is nothing elſe , but to 
$4215 2» ring in the irritation of the paſſi- 
on of our Lord , and to cuacuate the veriue of his re- 

demptiox ; which 1s in cffet (as Dofor du Malin 

k Hoc afſerere nibil alindeile . gaden wrote to Biſhop Anarewes) to 
ance oft Feta ale Las darmne the Reformed Churches of 
Page173.opuſe: '  FrancCand other Conniries, to the 
, pit of Hell : which being brought in (as a conſequence 

of the Biſhops Tenet of the Authority of Biſhops) 

1 Czcusfir, Fhat roverend Prelate very wiſely and religiouſly 
qui non videat ſhunneth, ſaying, ! Hee wants his fight, that ſeeth not 


+ Rantes fine ea j f 
Ecclefas ; ferreus ſit, qui ſalutem iis neget, Epiſe, Winton«Reſp.ad epiſt.2. Per.du Moulin, 


P4817 6, opuſe, 
Churches 
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the late Outhoftthe ſoxch Canon. 


Churches landing without that Diſcipline : and hath an 
iron heart, that conſenteth not. that they may. bee ſaved.: 
and therefore our late learned Soveraign King Fames, 
(leſt he ſhould be miſtakenin ſome of his ſpecches, of 
ſome of thoſe, who.-had no good.cqnceipt of the Di- 
ſcipline of the Engliſh Church) when bis monitory- 
Preface (wherein hee toucheth moſkupon ſuch-mat- 
ters) was. publiſbed in Latine, thathee mightnot bee 
thought. tocondemnethe Churches, whole Diſcipline 
is different from: ours: he expreſly-, »,.rmorum homine—rcdefas a 
profeſled ,m That by that hee had pud-exteros reformatas, pe 0 
ſaid, therein hee imended neither "0n. dchgpari—mihi cit cecretilimam 
repr oach norr eproofe to: the Refe of - cdditany Ruligionis hn permit= 
med Churches, or: to: their forme of tere, fic ad; fin, Prefats monitor. ins. 8% 
Government—but left them free #79 Lond.t6og. 
to their cies liberty : And when the Biſhop. of 
Landaffe aflerted the Ecclefiaſticall Imparity of the 
Church: of England (at the Synad-of Dart;) hee-did 
not ſecke to obtrude it as neceſlary'to falyatian.zbut 
_ uſed this caution inthe concluſion: ,, 14,0 non ad) harum EccleGaram os; 
SG his ſpeech " nThjs.1 ſay MG p——y ” _—_— An LET 
ce) 28t. to. g1Ve: Offence: 10: theſe *2nonem- LYhejoyntatretation,that” 
Churches (al. 3-4 whoſe Clergy RIES x _ _ 
aſſembled at that Synod.) but far the P428.17- 
defence of-our Church, the_Church: of England. And. 
the-Churchof Eogland frely.at that time was farre 
fromthe canceiptofithe: Franciſcan Friar fore-men- 
tioned, when hee and other learned Divines.were ſent 
to. that: Synod (the-moſt generall-Synod of the Refor- 
med fide, that hath beenlield ſince the reformationof 
Religion): to-affift with- thein- conſultations;, and to. 
confirme with their: ſuffrages-and' ſubſcriptions, the: 


——_ 
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; Doubts and Reaſons, touching 


Decrees of that Synod , wherein (among many Pref. 

byters) there was but one Biſhop, and hee not Preſfi- 

dent of that Aſſembly. And when hee who hath 

pleaded for Epiſcopacy , not onely as a pinnacle of 

honour, but as a pillar of ſupport to the Church, 

o yo mnop  whors thus againſt the Browniſts, 79reverence from 

wt ink my ſoule (ſo doth our Church, their deare Siſter) 

the Browniſts. thoſe worthy forraine Churches , which have choſen 

ſeit.19P-588. aud followed thoſe formes of outward government, 

that are every way fitteſt for their owne condition, It 

is enough for you to cenſure them, 1 touch nothing 

common to them with you ; which wee alledge nor 

againſt the government of Biſhops, 17 a meet and mo. 

p Biſhop Hl derate imparity (as the ſame? Authour ſtateth their 

Chirck - 4 preheminence) but onely againſt the neceſſity of their 

vernment, {uperiority to ſalvation , which is the point wee have 
added to his now in hand . 

Whereto agreeth that of Fpiphaniws , who con- 
ceived more neceflity of a Deacon to a Biſhop, then 
q Ubi none inyentusquis dignus E- of a Biſhop to a Church, ſaying, 
EE ee efb oft ik q That where there was not a man 
Epiſcopum. Epiphay.hereſc7 Fo le 3.0/1. of ſufficient worth | 0 bee a Biſhop, 
Pag.z1F. | the place mivht be without one ; but 

it is impoſgible (ſaid hee) that « Biſhop ſhould bee with- 

out 4 Deacon, And the fifth Canon of the ſecond 

| Councell of Carthage decreeth, 

*, ors webs Diocelesquz nunquam E- r That thoſe places which never had 
if Ds bacit ; hibeane: Concit. Biſhops, ſhall have noxe at all ; and 
Earth.2.Canss thoſe that had them, ſhould have 
them ſtill : which they would not have done, if they 
had conceived Epiſcopacy to be of necefiity 10 ſalvati- 
03,07 of neceſcity tothe being of a Church. 
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the late Oath of the faxth (anon. 
9aeſt. Bur is there any cauſe to conceive, that any 
of the late Synod imagined a neceſſity of Biſhops, 
either to ſave a Chriſtian,or to conſtitute a Church ? 
CAnſw. Wee take not upon us, confidently to im- 
pute that opinion to any, nor can wee acquit the chie-« 
feſt of them from ſucha conceipt : for the# Archbiſh. £ Archb.Laud 
in his reply to 4.C. having brought in a ſentence out in bis rclar.of 
of Saint Hicrome, which is this [ : where there is no with Fiſher, 
Prieſt,there is no Church] he taketh the word Sacerdos, 04g-1 75. mary. 
for one who hath the power of ordaining : which in ;, 220m 
Hieromes owne judgement, is n0meere Prieſt, but a Bi- eſt Eccleſia. 
ſhop only ;and thence concludeth ſo,even with him (no [1,744 
Biſhop, no Church which he ſo approveth, as if ſome, . 
who profeſſe more good will to Biſhops, then #e- 
rome uelſewhere doth, ſhould ſay ſomewhat more,or » See Poubt x6 
the ſame that he did with more confidence; which to Som. 
us ſeemeth little leſle, and not much better, then that at Hampton 
we have noted of the Minorite Friar. For the ſaying of ©2*% 245-34 
Hierome , Thatit is not a Church that hath not Sacerdos words, Aierome 
tews,wethat are Presbyters may as well conceive,that 7» friend 
he meaneth a Presbyter,as he (a Biſhop; that he mean- ir 
ctha Biſhop ; and H:erome a Presbyter, as wee are, if quarrel! be- * 
he were alive,would (as wee verily beleeve) give ſen- ſewn eB, 
+ ſhop of Hieru- 
tence on our fide : For, | ſalem and him 
Firſt, it cannot bee denied, that though there bee 
more dignity in a Biſhop, there is more neceſſity of a 
Presbyter ; that is, of one to officiate in preaching the 
Word, and adminiſtration of the Sacraments(where- 
of there is continuall uſe) then of a Biſhop to ordaine 
(if none could doe it but a Biſhop) which is required 
but ſometimes; and though a Biſhop performe the 
| ; D3 ſame 


Doubts and Reaſons, touching 
ſame a&s, yet hee doth them not as-a Biſhop, but as a 
Presbyter. 

Secondly , if Hierome meant that there is no. 
Church withont an ordaining Biſhop, and that is his 
opinion (as his Lordſhip expounds .him) it is his er- 
rour, aruncharitableerrour z which caſteth not parti- 
cular Chriſtians onely, but many Orthodox Chur- 
ches out of the communion of Saints, and: conſe- 
quently out of the ſtate of ſalvation; whereas, if ſome 
Biſhops had been as remote z0x-reſfidents: from their 
Biſhoprickes, as: the Pope from Rome, when he reſi- 
ded at Avinion in France: or had medled no more | 
with the Churches under their charges, then the Tta- = 
lian Prieſts did when they had Benefices in England, | 
and knexw: onely the names of them, and received 
tythes from them ; but did nothing for them, or in 
them: yet there might for all that bee true Churches, 
and ſalvation:in them:well enough. For,of what: ule 
is ſuch a Biſhop, or ſucha Prieſt citherto the being 
_ Church, or the well being or ſalvation of a; Chri- 

5 

Thirdly,if his words were truein that ſenſe(wherein 
his Lordſhip rakeththem) it would be neceſlary there 
ſhould be as many Biſhops as Churches; and fo, that 
Biſhops ſhould be rather Parochiall,then Dioceſan. 

Fourthly,if the place in Hierome be unpartially peru- 
= ſed,it willnot;make much for the neceſſity of Biſhops : 
*: Diaconus for Hierome (in his Dialogue againſt the-Luciferians 
>— = we wha (wheace the quotation is taken) ſpeaketh of one= Hz, 
cum homo mortuus fit, cum homine pariter interiit & ſe&a,: quia poſt ſe nullum cleri« 


cum potuit ordinare» Hieroneadver/. LuciferianDialogtomen folrq g colt, 


larias 


6 _ 0 RI RP" ata Lt FIR 
38  - ED 5 Lats + MO: EPS 1L -* 
7 + B ba, % _ 


Joris (a [chiſmaticall Deacon) who hed 5 the ſobiſes, 
aud his ſeit with thim : becauſe being but a Deacon, hee 
could not ordaine a Clerke to ſucceed him ; thi 


faith Hicrome , 7 1t is not a Church, which hath mot a) =<\cfaaur 
Priefs. | quz non habet 

The word is [Saverdotews] which feemethtoibee of Ts 
the ſame ſenſe with the word Clerioam (a little be. © 
fore) and that is there meant of him whois next a. 
bove a Deacon ; and heis a Presbyter (not a Biſhop) 
whole office in adminiſtration of 'the Sacraments is 
there particularly noted , which belangeth to a Pxel- 
byter, ut fic, as he is a Presbyter, notto a Biſhop as: 
524 Biſhop. 

Objef?, But hee ſpeaketh of ordaining , and that in 
Hieromes judgement was propertoa Biſhop. 

Axſw.1. Hierome knew well enough , that of old 
(though ir were otherwiſe in his time) Biſhops-aloge 
did not ordaine Church Miniſters, but thePresbytery 
with them , 1 7i»4.4.14. if not without then ;for 
many hold;that at that time there were no Prelaticall 
Biſhops above their brethrenz8:-even to this day there 
15a ſhadow. of that ſociable power (in ordination of 
Miniſters of the Church of England) retained inpra- 
Rice,by the impoſition of the hands of Presbyters ;, cu; provi 
with the Biſhop ; and required by conſtitution in the cia pole com- * 
35Canon of the yeare 1603, And ſome learned ſie in-. | 
Papiſts are of opinion (though it come too neecre the quod conferat _ 
truth,;to be common among them) that Biſhops may ſacramencum 


delegate their power , both of = Confirmation and of 16, prom 
* ordination, to Presbyters or Prieſts. Ledeſma prima ' 


| 4'i,qu-I 3-011, © 
Epiſcopos,poſle delegare. poteſtatem ſacerdoti ordinandidacerdotes , zque ac Pa» 
pam.Novareenſerats, rparte2, 13-2p1d Fran. a Santia Clara apolog.Epiſtop pag, 249+ 
oe 22x IE _ Secondly, - 
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"** Doubts and Reaſons, touching 


| -». Secondly, though(where there were Biſhops nd 
ently and uſually) ordination was notconferred with- 


out them yet where there were none, without them 
it might be lawfully and cffeQually done (as we ſhall 
note in another place) and therefore no ſuch neceſſity 
either of them, or of ordination by them, as is preten- 


ded. And though the over-high exaltation of Pre- 
| lates hath depreſſed Presbyters fo farre below the 


right and power of theirorder,that it is made(in ſome 
mens conceipts) a ſtrange thing, and a kind of pre- 
ſumption in any caſe to take upon them the ordination 
of Miniſters ; yet Hierome ſurely was not of their 
mind, when hee gave them the honour (which ſome 
Epiſcopall parafites appropriate to Biſhops) to bee 
accounted the ſucceſſours of the holy Apoſtles; as he 
doth in the firſt of all his Epiſtles, which is written to 
Heliodoras. | | | 
Thirdly, from Zeromes words in this place wee 


may rathercolleQ,, that a Presbyter as well as a Bi- 


ſhop may ordaine, ſince hee denicth that faculty bur 
to a Deacon; then that by the word Prie/t, a Biſhop 
muſt bee meant, and ordination-peculiarly derived 
from him. 
Fourthly, howſoeyer where hee ſaith, that it is not 
a Church that hath not a Prieſt, hee is in reafonto be 
underſtood not of one that hath power to make a 
Prieſt, but of a Prieſt already made: for, ſuch a one a 
articular Church cannot want ; but of a Biſhop unto 


it there is no ſuch need. 


Fifthly, if H;eromein this place, being zealous a- 
o2inſt ſchiſme , ſpoke ſomewhat too freely in fayour 
of Biſhops, which yet isdoubtfull (though Ma vt 
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f bable that he ſpoke on the Presbyters {ide;then ofthe 
4 Biſhops.) Itis certaine , that in other places:(which - 
wee ſhall obſerve afterward) hee expreſſeth himſelfe 
farre from ſuch fondneſſe of affeRion to Biſhops ;* as 
his Lordſhip deduceth outof his words. So mtich for 
the Teſtimonies of Hierome , wherein wee crave his 
Lotrdſhips patience and pardon. for our boldneſle, 
ſince his explication-and application thereof for the 
neceſſity of Biſhops, to the being of a Church z and 
ſo. (by conſequence) to ſalyation, hath put-a'neceſſi- * 
tie upon us, ſeriouſly toexamine what hee'ſaid and 
meant. | 5:20 
Object, There be ſome who, to aſlert a neceſlity of 
; > Diſcipline, ſay, that Diſcipline comprehendeth a 
preaching Miniſtry,and that's neceſſary to ſalvation. 
eAnſw.i. There isnecrer affinity betwixt Preach- 
ing and Doctrine, then betwixt Preaching and Diſci- 
pline, which is exerciſed more in matter of* conyer- = Wid pro- 
ſation and praQtice, then of PRochng: and therefore _y i448 
a preaching Miniſtry is comprehended rather under converſatione, 
the head of DoRtrine, then of Diſcipline. - ſcientiam in 
Secondly, the neceflity of Diſcipline here meant, is A ade bare 
not in-reſpeR of a —— Miniſtry, but of aruling tas in inten- | 
Epiſcopacy zas is evident by that we now obſerved of *99<Sermo 
the Speech of the now Archbiſhopof Canterbury, - Larppmung 
the moſt authenticke Interpreter, becnad the moſt ——apmoar} 
-  Architechtonicall (if not the onely)compoſerof the ?FTp4un 
late Canons. DIAS 
But for the Adjundts and Appendences tothe cal- 
ling of Biſhops, which Biſhop Hal calleth® zor neceſ. b Diſtioguſh 
ſubſtance of their callin | Jon Bi + 
lary of his ſeyen ing popatees 7 Oy Hat the Candle, | 


IS OO ITSa . Ay a he - 


RC _—_=————rc— rr"; cc cn 


- craments) arc not tobe accounted Sacraments of the 
_ partly of the corrupt imitation of the Apoite C 


Doubts and Reaſons : touching 


ſary, for many particular Canons and Ceremonies, in 
conſtitution or practice (which yet come under the 
name of Diſcipline or Government , as hath been 
ſhewed) they ſtand at a farre greater diſtance from 
-neceſhity to ſalvation: and therefore they are denied 


c Ar:ic.34 by the< Doctrine and 4 Liturgie of our Church, zo be 
d In the Pre- | A | 
face ofthe Pece(ſary to bee in all places, and at all times , one and 


Communion wtterly alike : and if Generall Councells ſhall decree 
book concer®= things to be neceſſary to ſalyation, which cannot be fo 
wh ſome ax declared by Scriptures, the < ſame Doctrine teachetb, 

that they are not to bee received: for that would con- 


retained, and 


eines Clude damnation on ſuch Churches as are without 
I625, them 
' e Arli.2T, 


There be degrees of neceſſity we grant, as where it 
is ſaid in the Catechiſme of the Communion booke, 
T hat there bee two Sacraments 4s generally neceſſary to 
ſalvation ;' Baptiſme, and the Lords Supper lonely rwo| 
Sacraments ina proper fenſe, though in a large accep- 
f Dr. Mexer his tHONthere may bee (as the Papilts ſay) five more; as 
explanat.of ONE ſaith, f ſeventeen ; as another, 8 twenty ſeven | ge- 
the Catechiſm. yerally neceſſary) that is, neceffary for the: ſtate of the 
4 72 AF Church in generall; without which it cannot be a true 
in his confer. ſaying Church ; not neceſlary for every member of it 
with H«e-p4s. in particular, or neceſſary for particular perſons, if 


"_ * God give convenient opportunity for them : not that 
God cannot,or will not ſave without them, where his 

| ordinance is by himfelfe denied, not by men _ 
6 1n Cate- orflighted. Thus we avoid the bacceptionagainſtour 


. Sacramenta neceſſarizad ſalutem. Quid, ſuntne alia Sacramenta, quz non ſunt genera« 


lia, & omnibus communia, ut Ordinatio ; alia generalias ſed nen neceffaria, ut Confir- 
matio ? D:doclan. Altare Damaſecen.p.3 57. The other oo gs commonly called Sa- 

pel, being ſuch as have growne 
at Hump. Court. P33» 
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the late Oath of the ſixth Canon. 
Catechiſme, made by ſome miſtaken (though well. 
minded) brethren ;and fo alſo ſhunne the Popiſh ne- 
 ceſlity of that Sacrament which is injurious to the 
ſalvation of little children, departing this life before 
they have received the Sacrament of Baptiſme. But 
thus wee cannot ſalve the neceſiity of Diſcipline : for, 
though Diſcipline bee neceſlary forthe Church, yer 
the.particular Diſcipline of our Chorch is not neceſſa- 
EY = that __ be true Churches, 
and ſalvation in them, which have . TE 
ra TI dinationem fe vlien, i i aſs ne: 
of Brlho s, 0r Biſhops make 4 dete- ceflicaris : i.quando deſunt omnino E- 
His Lak the Pr there an 9 piſcopi, aur deficiunc a fide. 16/4.p. 2 20. 
nation by Presbyters is confeſſed to bee valid, by thoſe 
who are no friends unto the Presbytery : an Ordination 
not onely of Presbyters , but of Biſhops, ask Door k D-. Fie!d of 
Field hath determined : For (ſaith he) i caſes of neceſe. |; Co ” 
ſity, a8 inrevolt from the faith, or where Biſhops will not pag.704. 
ordaine, but ſuch as conſent to their Naoe et when there 


fs no hope of better, presbyters may chooſe out one among 
themſelves to be chiefe, and ſo adde others to their nums- 
bers, bythe impoſition of his and their hanas; which gi« 
veth us occafion rather to admire, then to beleeve, = 


That Prieſis made at Rome or Rhemes, revolting from | 14 


their Popiſh Religion, ſhould bee admitted to Benefices in Pomtticis or- 


our Church without a new ordination : andthat they who fins regnate 
q Maria, five Ro- 


were made Miniſters in Tranſmarine Churches, ſhould x Gee Rhe- 
not be admitted, nnleſſe firſt they were by Biſbops ordai= mis,non opus 


ned Deacons and Presbyters,as| Didoclavias reporteth ©25591% «fed 
Mariani Sacerdotes retenti in hunc uſque diem, Terellus, Tytherns, &c. Contra,quie- 
rant legitimi in Eccleſiis Tranſaariois Mi 

prius creati fucrint Diaconi Presbyteri,per Pxzlatos, ut ofte 
Traverſi,&c. Didoclaw-AAliare Damaſcenpag.t20.. 


it excmplis Whitingami, 
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Doubts and Reaſons, touching 


out of Johnſon the Browniſt. And ſome of us re» 
member, that ſome of thoſe who preferred Epiſcopacy 
above the Presbytery,as gold above filyer, did yet al- 
m Ordinatio Miniſtrorum in Ecclcfiis low itto be maintained in the Dt. 
Reformatis eft legitima. This was pub- VInity Schoole., m That the ordinas 


lickly hel4 in DoRor Hol/ands time, who +; a" 4 
5 pr EE eh an 4658. condoded, tion of Miniſters in Outlandijh 


Quod Epiſcopatus-non eſt ordo diſtin- Churches is lawful, thoug h without 
Rus 2 Presbyreratu , eoque ſuperior jure Bzſhops, There was then no nece(- 
divino. ſity, that they ſhould be ordained. 
againe , to make them capable of Benefices (unleſſe 
ſome poſitive Conſtitution of our Church required 
it) much leſle was it neceſfary to ſalvation, cither their 
.,., Owne or others, that Biſhops ſhould conferre any 
n Do&-Vilet , 
$y2p.Peiſm. NEW Orders upon them. Decor » Wille: mentioneth 
5-Gen. controv. another neccſſity of the diſtintion of Biſhops and 
—_— 74. Prieſts, and ſo of Epiſcopall Government, or Eccle. 
3" fiafticall Diſcipline ; and that is for the avoiding of 
o Totefſent G&chiſmes : for elſe (as? Hierome ſaith) there would 
Schiſmatd, WP - | NOD 
quot Sacerdo- bee 48 many Schiſmes as Prieſts ; bur this neceſſity will 
res..Hier0n, ad- not ſerye to make the Crofier-ſtaffe of Diſcipline e- 
ve £40,501197: nal to the Marble Pillar of Doctrine, for ſupport of 
ſalvation. T 
| "There is yet another neceſſity conceived of a con- 
p. The Kings trary Diſcipline : ? For (in Scotland) a parity of Minis 
= -o q__ ſters is preferred (as Gods ordinance) ts Epriſcopacy, an 


humane conſuctade +.and this ordinance of Diſcipline. 
(without Biſhops). was conceived by the Divines-of 
q M.Hootr# 4 Geneva 4s #verlaſtingly required by the Law of the. 
prefas-P4:4"  Lordof lords , againſt whoſe Statutes there is no\tx= 
r M'.Cartwrig, Ception t0 be taken : and of this wee may ſuppoſe Ma- 
oy arp ſter Cartwright ſpoke, when hee ſaid," 7; he things that 
pates.  M and his party food for wire ſuch as that if every haire 
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the Iate Oathof the foxth Canon.” 


of their bead were a life , they ſhould lay all downe for © 


the defence thereof : And there are ſome fo rigid to 
ſuch Churches as want it, as to hold,4hey want a prin- 
cipall meanes of their ſalvation. | 


In oppoſition to theſe, it may bee the meaning of 


the Oathis, Thatas for Doctrine, ſo for Diſcipline, 
our Church wanteth nothing that is needfull to ſalva- 
tion ; but becauſe(by ſuch an expreſſion)the Compo« 
ſers of the Canon may ſceme to aſſumethar neceſſity 
of Epiſcopall preheminence (ſuch as it is in England 
and Ireland) which they condemne in the Diſcipline 
of Geneva, and other Reformed Churches, we feare 
a ſnare in theſe words of the Oath. | 
object, But did not an Apoſtolicall Councell de- 
cree forbearance of things of different natures; as of 
meat offered to Idols, of things ſtrangled, of bloud, and 
of fornication, calling the abſtinence front them! all 
neceſſary things 2 4c#.15.28,29.yet was there more 
neceſſity of forbearance of the taft, then'of all the 
reſt: for, to -abſtaine: from them, was not neceſſiry, 
but in reſpeR of the ſtate of that time; thatthe'Gen- 
tiles and the Jewes might live more peaccably:toges 
ther, with lefle occaſion of quarrel: but to: forbeare 
fornication, was and will bealwaics neceſfary to'falya- 


tion. 15 oult | 
4nfrm. All this. is true; yet many waies different 
from our caſe: For; - -'; 1. he 5 ie 05h eee 


Firſt, we are Ro to embrace the Decrees of an | 
l 


Apoſtolicall Councell, without all doubt or ſiiſpicion 
of errour 3 but wee are not ſo to-entertaineany Con- 
ſtjrutions of men, ſince their time, whether ſingle, or 


E3  allembld. 


Doubts and Reaſons, touching 


aſſembled in Synods Dioceſan, Provinciall, Natio- 
nall, or Occumenicall ; ſince,as our Church reſolveth 
inthe 2 1.Article ,: zhey may erre, and have erred in 
things pertaining to God : which the Apoſtles never 
did, nor could doe in any thing they taught; or de- 
creed. to be receivedby the Church. | 

Secondly, the Apoſtles leave the word [neceſſary] 
at large, to bee diſtributed by diſtintion and due ap- 
plication (according to the different nature of the 
things contained in their Apoſtolicall Decree.) OF 
which,though they ſay they are neceſary,yetdo they 
not ſay, they are neceſlary to ſalvation, as this Oath 
hath it, both concerning DoQtine and Diſcipline. 

Thirdly, the Apoſtles by their Decree required no 
Oath of ſuch as were ſubjeR unto them, as the ſixth 
Canon doth. 

Fourthly, they laid no new burthen on the conſci- 
ences of Chriſtians, but rather tooke off a great part 
of the old, Ver.28. but this Oath is a new burthen, 
' and(if ſhould be urged) the heavieſt (in reſpeR of 
impoſition and penalty to ſome) that ever was laid on 
the Engliſh Church, fince it lefr off to bee Romiſh: 
which the Impoſers (thoughprudent) might the leſſe 
apprehend, and taketo heart, then their inferiours (in 
Dock and policy) becauſe it was not like to bee their 
owne caſe, tobe troubled at the taking, or to bee cen- 
ſurcd,even to undoing, for the refuſall of the Oath ; 
fince they liked it ſo well themſelves, as to propound 
ittoothers. * ' 

If to mollific the rigour of this combination of 
Dodtrine and Diſcipline for neceſlity to _—_ 
there 
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the late Oath of the ſixth Canon. - 


there:-bee found out other diſtinions , then ſuch as 
haye been touched, either concerning Diſcipline, or 
falvificall neceſſity, they may .haply ſerve to ſalve an 
objetion in Scholaſticall diſpute, rather then to ſatiſ- 

fie the conſcience againſt all doubt, ſo as is neceſſary 
tothe due and ſafe taking of an Oath ; though Diſci- 
pline in particular (as hath been ſhewed) be not necef. 

ſary to ſalvation : and if it be not, it ſeetmeth ro be ſet 

in the Oath as an Aſſociat with the Doarine (as to 2 
that effect) like Bibulus with Ceſar in the Conſulſhip, + Non 2;bup - 
when * 3ibulus, as a fingle Cypher (ſtanding for no- quidquamnu- * 
thing) did nothing as a Conſul, but Ceſar did all; ſo Fri co/e | 
that the ſaying was, Julius and C2ſar were Conſuls, Nam zibuo 
not Ceſar and Bibulus, And if ſo, itis too nero a wow- frri Confule 
ens, and ſo a kind of trifling,unmeet (as we thinke)for $,191.is 7.1 
fo ſerious and ſacred a'matteras an Oath..- . + Ce tt.20.0.16 
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Tuz Oarn, 
And that | will not endeavour by my. ſelfe, 

or any other, directly, or indirectly, to bring 
in any Popiſh Doctrine , contrary to that 
which is ſo eſtabliſhed. 

x Dousr 4. 

4. Particular What is meant by Popiſh Dorrine ? 


Tur RrasoOn. 


Pct it is not yet determined inany ſatisfaory 

way (at leaſt not fo determined , that wee may 

ſwearec to it) what opinions are to bee eſteemed Po. 

piſh, cither for Dodrine or Diſcipline. Zurher (as 

\ Maſter Chi/. ſyme report of him) was wont to ſay, 1That him- 

_ —_— ſelfe,and almoſt every man elſe, had a Pope in his belly, 

rained, cz, yet few have it in their heads, to tell what Pope- 
pag'B2. ricis. 

Many hold,that divers of the Arminians Tenets are 

| nothing elſe but Popery, blanched over with a ſpeci- 

© The Kings us * ſubtlety 3and for holding them, have ſome been 

Large Dedara- pyblickly cenſured as Popiſh: 8 there are,that make 

non1:53:* the Arminians brothers-to the Socinians, in divers 


Harmon.Re- dangerous and damnable poſitions. On the contrary, 
monſtrantium | 


& Socini ,Excuſ.Lugd-Bat.1633- Archb.Laud calleth the Socinian Hereſie an . 


borritl and mighty monſter of Hereſies,in hisrelat.of his confer, with Fiſher.p.z ro, 
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it is affirmed by farre higher Authority , '= That their = The Kings 
Tenets could not be accounted Popiſh, concerning which _ py, -Þ 
(or the chiefe of which) as learned Papiſts as any inthe 300 
world (viz. The Dominicans and Jeſuites) did as much 
k differ, as the Proteſtants did; and that thoſe, who adhere 
10 the Anguſtan confeſfion , did hold that ſide of theſe 
Tents, _ the wg __ hold : and therefore 
arre from being Papifts , being the firſk Proteſtants - 
j; therefore it Jage x ainſt A ſen comin that 
for Popery, which was held by many Proteſtant Churches, 
and rejetted by many learned Papiſts. And whereas 
the Socinians are ſeverely , and that deſeryedly-con- 
demned by aparticular 7 Canon , there. is nothing at y cars: 4. 
) all decreedagainſtthe Arminians, cither in thator apy 
other Canon of that late Synod : whereof they that 
make ednjeRure of the cauſes, bring in ſuch astheſe : 
It may bee the Synod thought that it was a better 
way, for preſervation of the Churches peace, to make 
no. Decree concerning Arminian opinions 3 or that 
they were ſlandered, and made worle thenthey are, 
though the Socinian be not: or that enough was done 
againſt the Arminians at the Synod at Dort ;and (if 
any thing at all) a great deale too little againſt the So- 
cinians: or that it was not for the honour of a Synod 
of Biſhops, &c. to come aftera Synod of meerePref- 
byters (one Biſhop onely excepted.) and by their own 
- Canons,as it were, to ſubſcribe to Presbyteriall de- 
terminations. 
And this laſt Reaſon haply prevaileth moſt with 
ſome Epiſcopall Divines; who (concciving the ſum- 


moning, preſiding, and voting in Synods by Presby ji 
tr tobe prſunpeons quem the i 


+ 


Doubts and Reaſons, touching 
priviledges) have in deep indignation and diſdaine 
called that Synod not the Synod of Doy:, but the Sy- 
nod of Dirt,as ſome of us have heard : which in part 
may give anſwer to the doubt, how it cometh to 
vaſſe that, King James having been ſo zealous in the 


procuring and promoting the happy proceeding of 
that Synod, for the ſuppreſſion of Arminianiſme, it 


hath for all that prevailed and advanced higher in . 


England, then it did before that Synod had condem- 
ned it : which may be,becauſe diſ-affeion diſpoſeth 
| : wins intervretationis MANY £O COntradifory Tenets, as 
nf nas cnt habere, Reed we Le inz Maldonate the Jeſuite, 
magis probo, ow nee _ who taketh up a new Interpreta- 
mar 771 apap 27) ws Colm. tion of his owne ( == another, 
gis pugnet. Maldonat.in 70.cap.6,ver 62. which hee confefleth to conſiſt 
_—_—_—7; with moſt probability , and Saint 
<Anugsſtines Authority ) becaule it is more contrary to 
the ſenſe of the Calvinits. But this by the way. 
Proceeding direfly forwards, we may further ob- 
* The Homi- ſerye, that the Compilers of the pious* Homilies 
Av dog (preſcribed to bee read to the people in the roome of 
__ Sermons, when they are wanting) condemne piQures 
in Churches, as Popiſh and. perillons : And in our 
daies there bee many of another mind , who profeſle 
the contrary, and would take it very ill to be taken for 
Papiſts. Our chicfe Proteſtants ( with our Engliſh 
Solomon, King: ames ) have held the Pope to-bee An- 
tichriſt ; and the principall Papiſts endeavour to de- 
fend the contrary'; and their Apology-is eſteemed, by 
moſt, amaine point of Popery« | 
- -Butoflatethere have been ſome, who make them. 
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the late Oath of the ſixth Canon. 
charge, and yet with many goe for very good-Prote- 


ſtants zand in divers other particulars (reputed Popiſh) 
Papiſts glory in our approaches towardsthem , and 


ſticke not to ſay of our Church, a Soin the Book called, Mer & Truth, 


a That Proteſtantiſm waxeth weary © barity maintained. Sec alter Chjllit." 
IT 


| gy / Preface in anſ' it- Pag.12. 
of it ſelfe, b and that Calviniſme is b this. © 

accounted Hereſie , and little leſſe 
(and if we belceve a late < Author },. ref vers... 


* 


- 


c Aevegaryla, or the yocall Forreſt,” : 
at the beginning whereof the” Authour, . 


of ſome note, nothing lefle) hen Sometimes the Father differs from the 


; Son 
treaſo Ws In ſu mme, t eſe P oints of As doth the Goſpel from the Alcaron; 
q [mages , and A atichriſt , with Or Loyola from' Calvin; which two 
others, as the lawfulneſſe of” ſome brands 
kind of prayers for the dead, the _—— ow Re EO 
eſtate of the Fathers ſoule before But Biſhop Androwes ſaith hee was, 111u- 


- . - Rtris vir, & nunquam ſine ſummi honoris 
Chr iſts aſc enſion ,fr ce will, If rede przfatione nominandns, Bz.Andr.Theol, 


ſtination, univerſall grace, the poſ- teterminat.de uſura.p.1 15. 

ſibility of keeping Gods Comman- 9 Maiter Chil.-loco citat. 

»ents, which (tor the moſt part of them) have been 

held as a partition wall betwixr Proteſtants atd Pa- 

piſts, are taken by ſome (who ſhew themſelves in 

print as oppoſite to Popery) but for adiaphorall Pro. 

blemes, d;ſputed without breach of charity among Prote. 

ftants themſelves, And,as ſome of our learned < Di- < Do. 2or- 
vines' have ſhewed, that divers of our Proteſtant Do- nora oy 
rines have been taught by ſome writers of the Romiſþ peate. * 
Church : So onthe contrary , have ſomef Papiſts en i Fa hf 
deavoured to retaliate, and to quit the objeQtion , by 1c4, The peace 
bringing in a liſt of DoAtines accounted Popiſhy yet of fome. = 
held by ſuch as, are reputed-ahd acknowledged 4by rage 
ſome Antipapiſts)for Proteſtants; and as of Doftrine, logy, 
{ſd concerning Diſcipline, os doubt, what opi- 
*Of! ODS non 


\ Doubts and Reaſons, touching 
| g_ Archb/hbi -nion may bee reputed Popiſh : For Archbiſh.s 1hit+ 
> 4%e- ch , Lift, Biſhop b Hall , and Biſhop i Downham conclude 


h Biſhop He!! Popery upon the Presbytery ; andthe Presbyterian -. 
of Epiſcopacy- Diſciplinarians on the contrary condemne all Epiſco- = 


$%46{1£24 pall Juriſdittion as Papiſticall. 


hams Defence. Here, though wee conceive, that chat ſhould bee 
+ 97; nyo held aProteſtantor-Popiſh DoQrine, which is carried 
& Tn the Kings by the common conſent of allowed Divines of each 
large oper Church, rather then the particular opinions of private 
90-P4333"* men (which aretothe otherbutas whiſperings in the 
care, to a loud cry in the aire) wee cannot refolye of 
our ſelves what they, who compoſed the Oath, did 

intend to diſcard as-Papiſticall Dorine. 

Objed. But the abjuration of Popery in the Oathis 

11, and ſo the fixter for ſuch as are zealous Pro- 
reſtants to takeit. 

Anſw.1tis trueyif zeale without knowledge were 
ſufficient ; but it is neceſſary, they ſhould firſt know 
what Poperyis, and whats not, before they renounce 
it by ſwearing -: and the forſwearing it, without 
knowing it, hath made ſome to abjure all Epiſcopacy, 
astaking(and therein wiſtaking)it, (as we conceive;to 

c be no other then the Government of Popery. 
y - Obje&F. But doe not the next words clearly diſcover 


what Do@rine is meant, viz. [contrary to that which 


80 eſtabliſhed? } 
 _ eAnſw. We make no queſtionbutby theſe words; 
the mind of them who made the Canon, was to bring 
our Proteſtant Dorine within the verge of the San- 
Quary,and the citcle of ſubſcription; ſo that nothing 
ſhould be received as Proteſtant , or-not as ours, or 


not -: 


' this by allowanceof publick Authority, as the titlepage 


oe ES 
:  * 


not a3 — . ſalyation, __—_ is _ cither ex- 

y, or by conſequence contained in that compaſle: 
Find Af x4 Ry latitude ſufficient for particular 
opinions, whercin men might uſea freedome of judge. 
ment, withour infringing of charity ; and weethinke it 
a meet meanes to preſerve the Churches peace, that 
the Dotrines be not too many , which are to be re- 
ceived and beleeved of all : and hat theſe Dottrines 
ave eftabhifſhed in the Church ; but what Tencts arere- 
jected as properly Popith, doth not as yer appear unto 
us, and withall, we doubt 


—— 


——_—. 


| —_—rmn— —— 


Dousr 5. | 
What eſtabliſhment of Dottrine is here meant, and how 5-Yaticulax" 7 
_ farreit may be ſaid robe eftabliſhed, A 


Turn RnasoOnN. 


Ecauſe we conceive that the 35.Article ,. atleaſt 
vertually , cſtabliſheth the, DoQrine of the. two - 
Bookes of Homilies (the one ſet forth in King £4- 
wards the ſixth, the other in Queen E/Raberhs raigne) 
as godly, wholſome, and neceſſary Do@rinez and as 
firto bee preached to the people ina Sermon, as read 
_ totheminan Homily. | | 
But on the contrary, hee that hath taken upon him -: 
to adyx the Articles into ſeverall propoſitions.,and 
to confirme them by oy dba 65 otherwiſe (aud. - 


of his bookedoth teſtific.) ſetteththis Note upon that, ,, .. , 
Article , Touching this Article, the, greateſt matter on the 35-9 
(faith! he). is 068, Whether theſe, Homiliee meant eng ricie of Relig. 
x 2 F3 mentiond,1'9% _ 


* 


; 


| n Charity 
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Doubts and Reaſons, touching 
mentioned, doe containe Doctrine, both godly, wholſome, 
and neceſſary : but whether Homilies, or any Apocrypha 
writings at all, may bee read inthe open Church, and 
before the Congregation : Whereof (in reaſon) there 
needs no more refutation then the reading of the Ar- 
ticle, and the ſeverall Titles and Contents ofthe Ho- 
milies annexed to it. 

And though we like it well enough, that his Teſti. 
lion £ mony is ſometimes excepted againſt,as = proceeding 
Cant-m his from a private man.z yet ſince his gloſſe upon that 
anſwer to 4.C. athenticke Text,hath commonly paſſed in the name, 
2-474  _ and withoutthe note of diſlike of Authority , it indu- 
ceth us to doubt, what Doctrine in thoſe Bookes may 
be ſaid to bee eſtabliſhed in our Church and wee are 
the more unſettled in our conceipt thereof, becauſe 
wee ſee the Homily of the perill of Idolatry fo little 
heeded, and ſo much liberty of late taken to controll 
it, with new Picturesin Churches, that if the Homily 
were read in ſomeof them, it might be doubred (by 
ſuch as conſider no more then what is preſented to. 
their ſenſes) whether there were not one Religion for 
the-eares, another for the eyes: or whether the Lay- 
metisbookes;, 'or the Clergy mens were publiſhed 
with greater priviledge : which hath been an occaſion 
of Papiſts bragging, "That our Churches begin to looke 
"4's with anew face,and their walls to ſpeak anew language; 
Preface in an- the face out-facing,and the language contradiQing; the 
ſwer to it p.12+ DoRtrine of the Homilies. F903 SARTELONES 5] 

we doe not meane hereby to charge thoſe with Idol utry, 
. who have made it their care, and have been at great coft, 
tadde the bewity of honone in the walls and windowes 


| ——— 


maintained, (ee 


e- 
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of Saints (who reſort unto it, and 7.9m FO their: ſolemn | 
devotions in it) wee doubt not but they are 100 wiſe to 
worſhip the worke of the penfill, or any worke 'of mans 
hand : yet wee beſeech their wiſedome to conſider , that 
the world groweth old, ard with age (according to the 
Proverb) becomes childiſh; and children _ more 
#0 looke upon Babies,then onthe letters of their bookes, or 
70 learne their leſſons : and ſo that which by them was 
meant but for adorning, the illiterate (with the mutila- 
tion of a letter) may turne to adoring z and what was in- 
tended but to be amenorandum of Hiſtory nay beturned 
by ſome, and taken by others , as a memoriall of the my« 
ſftery of Iniquity : whereby the ſubtle may draw the (im- 
ple from ſpirituall piety, to ſenſuall ſuperſtition ; which 
was the cvill effet# feared by thoſe grave and godly Di- 
vines, who compoſed the Homily : and for ahi ch canſe 


Y We. O00. - 


j 
they ſo zealouſly conteſted againſt all Images inchur- 
ret hey ras <br Karat — oO — parietum amor cepit, male : 
due regard) the ſaying of $2, 0 Hj.. Ecclehiam ates Gs adi 
jary ageinf Auzentius, Tow love Ini mn ae pnbignan cd > 
is fondly ſet upon faire walls , you contra Auxentpag.116.& 217. 

ave ill to make your reſpect of the Church , by the out. 
ward ſplendour or ſtatelineſſe of ſtrutture : know you 

not that Amtichri#t will ſet his Throne in ſuch as theſe?- 

Bur this is his Quzre, none of ours; we goe on. 

We had thought ,it had beex the eftabliſhed Dottrine 

of the Church of England (in the Homily of the time 

and place of prayer) that it is a neceſſary and perpetuall 

duty (by the foarth Commandement ) to celebrate one day- 

in ſeven with 'religious obſervantes; but wee find that 

Dodrine publickly gain-faid by divers; and'the'Dv»- 


* #. 


Cine of the Popiſh Sehoolemen as'p ms... 
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. 4© Doubts and Reaſons, touching 
' tainedagainſtir, indivers T reatiſes in print. And for 
the Articles of Religion themſelyes (whercin chiefly 
wee conceive the DoArine of our Church to be con. 
tained, and by Authority, both Civill and Eccleſia 
ſticall, to be eſtabliſhed) they are much impeached in 
the-power and vigour of their ſtability , by leaving 
ſuch liberty for the points of free-will, predeſtination, 
and poſſibility of keeping Gods Commandements 
(as before hath been noted) which by the 10.15. and - 
17.Atticles are reſolved, againſt the opinions of the 
Papiſts: and much more are they wronged by him, 
p Fren,2 Sax. Who hath written a ? Booke, and therein hath labou- - 
Clare his book req with much ſubtlety and diligence , ſo to mince 


called Dew, 


_ zcwa&-5- them by manifold diſtintions;and to wrench them 


zie, printed from their proper, toa Popiſh conſtruRion as if the 

Lwgau.1634 Convocation that concluded them, had hadno mind 
or meaning to.contradi the Councell of Trent: and 
that now our 39.Articles were patient, qe ambitions 0 
ſome ſenſe, wherein they may ſeeme Catholick (i. in their 


| q See Maſter | (gy e, Pepiſb)as a late 1 Papiſt with great boaſting hath 


| Chithis Pre” upbraided untous:So inthe book called Charity mains 


| _ tothe Author tained. 
| of Charity By expounding and applying of theſe Articles in a 


\ 


| RET" ad not publiſhed z their words being read, 


maintained. 


| | pagol3s new way, hath Franc.a Sani#.Claratroden out anew 


tracke (though with many intricate turnings and wind- 

ings) in which men of equiyocall conſciences may 

ſend their faithto Rome, while their affeRtionskeep 

cloſe to their Intereſts in England; and hath taught 

them to play faſt and looſe (asto.their Orthodox and 

': Pluachin Proteſtant ſenſe) ſo thatas * uHrifiothke ſaid to Alex- 
the life of 4- gnder concerning his Phyſicks, they were publiſhed, 
and their 

meanings 
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the late Oathof the ſoxth Canon. 


meanings not rought ; the Articles might be ſaid tobe 
= ns eſtabliſhed , and not eſtabliſhed: eſtabliſhed as a fa- 
cred Text, but not eſtabliſhed by meanes of anambi- 


guous Comment, turning the Interpretation (like a: 


noſe of waxe) as cafily tothe left hand,as to the right: 


And how farre this cunning ſtratagem hath preyailed 


with ſome, wecannot tell ; but, as in charity we hope 

well of thoſe of whom wee know no ill; ſo in godly 
diſcretion, wee darenot bee ſo confident in our good 
opinion, as to ſweare what we but thinke,and wiſh ta 
be true. | 

But, though we cannot make faith upon Oath,how 

farre our Doctrine is eſtabliſhed, as in oppoſition to 
Popery, viee doe not deny but that our reverend Fa- 
thersand Brethren of the Synod might intend hereby, 
more firmly to eſtabliſh that Doctrine, which is moſt 

repugnant to ſuch opinions as they beleeyed to bee 
properly Popiſh: and the rather ,. becauſe wee have 
been credibly informed, that the Oath was firſt pro- 
poſed, and ſopaſſed in the houſe of Convocation, as 
an abjuration of Popery onely, . 

But a ſecond time tendred (as in a ſecondedition) 
it was augmented, but.(as we conceive) notamended, 
when the Diſcipline or Government was intwiſted in 
it, aSit followeth in the next words. 
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 — Nor will Tever give my conſent to al- 
ter the Covernment of this Church, by Arch- 
biſhops , Biſhops, Deanes, Archdeacons, &xc. as it 
ſtands now eſtabliſhed , and as by righr it 


ought to ſtand. 


\ \ 7 Herein are obſervable many particulars, and 

each of them queſtionable z which wee (will 
propoſe in that order , which may beſt conduce to 
make our Doubts capable both of right underſtand- 
ing, and due ſatisfaQion ; it is this : 


1, The degrees of Government, 
$ I. Expreſſed. 
2. Concealed under the Cc. 
2+ Their ſtate, as it now ſtands. 
| 3» Their right, as it ought to ſtand. 
4+ Theiy perpetuity not 10 be changed, 
' 5. Onr Cinfl tary the though they ſhould be changed, 
we ſhould not conſent. | | 


; 1. Of the degrees of Governours expreſt,v:F. 
; LArcbbiſh ops, Biſhops, Deanes,and Archdeacons. © 


Dous r 6. 
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the late Oath of the ſixth 
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Whether the degrees here ſpecified be ay ag fo bee 6.Particulce 
allowed in the ſame, or in a different degree of aſſens 29>" 


and approbation. 
Tur REASON. 


Ecauſe there is no diſtintion of them in the 
Oath, but in title and order ; and yet there is ſo 
much difference betwixt them (in reſpe of approba.. 
tion) that Deanes and CArchdeacons (before now) 
were never by atteſtation, or ſubſcription ſo farreap. 
proved, as Archbiſhops ( but eſpecially as Biſhops) 
have been : how then can.wee be ſo certaine of them, 
as now to givethem (as it were per ſa/tam)the higheſt 
degree of ratification at once, vi, a ſolemne Oath, 
when hitherto wee were neyer required to give our 
hands, or paſſe our words on their behalfe : and if the 
aſſent be intended ina different degree, how can wee 
compoſe our conſciences in oneand the ſameaRtof 
ſwearing, to approve further of the one, then of the 
other, the words of the Oath founding the ſame de- 
gree of aſſurance tothem both 2 Tf then we take them 
together, wee cannot find how wee ſhould avow their 
approbation, in one joynt and indiſtin@ aſleveration z 
eſpecially upon Oath. But for Deanes and Archdea- 
cons we taye particular Doubts. 


G2 


Doubts and Reaſons, touching 


Firſt, of Deanes 


Particular The Dou xz r 15, 
Doubts 
what Deavyes are here meant, 


Tur REASON, 


PEcauſe in the whole Canon law there is no title 

- 11 pmy.qope $ of the degree of a Deaxe (ſaith 3 ARorius) and in 
pag.360. divers Authours we find the name Deazeof a different 
| acception 3 for (beſides the Military ſenſe, wherein it 

« bes or fignificth a Captaine of ten men, as > Lindwoed hath 
cem milicibus it: the Monaſticall ſenſe, as it is taken and explained 
przcſt.Lindw. by Saint < Auguſtine for him, who hath the Govern- 
- ©; ppc ment of ten Monks : the Academicall ſenſe, whereby 
c 4ug.de mo- it ſignifieth the ſame,in ſome Colledges, which the 
_ nib Eccleſ©.31- yyord Cenſor doth in ſome others) there is an Eccleſi. 

| aſticall Deane, and ambiguity alſo in the word, with 
that reſtriion: for (as4 Duarenw, and others from 
him doe diſtinguiſh) there is one ſort which are called 
4urban,another Yicaz : to ſpeake in the phraſe of the 
preſent age, the Urbaw we may call Cathedrall Deans ; 
e In proceflſe of-:time Archipresbyters the Yican , Deanes Rurall - the 
werecalled Decaui. Biſh.Downh. li.1.pag- MOTE © ancient name of ſuch was 


d Duaren.de 
minift.l.1 .c.8. 


188.0f the defence of his ſerm. f Archipresbyter 1 | 
f Concil.Turon.2,Canb.an5 66. & Con- d ” ) h( _ wy we th w 
cl. Antinodor.Can.a0.41.615+ - word 1mporteti ian Onup Vius 


Presbyterorum dicicury ut Archidia- expounds it) the chicfe or princi- 


conus , & Archiſubdiaconus, Diacono- ; - 
rum & Subdiaconorum primi, & princi- pall P resby ter : and ſuch a one IS 


pes. Onupby. interpret. vocum eccleſ. addit. the Cathedrall Deane, among the 

vitis Pontif.Rom-pag.6 1. | City Presbyters ; and a Rurall 
Deane, among the Presbyters of the Country. 

Whether Cathedrall, or Rurall Deanes, or both be 


intended 


dS 


the late Oath of the ſixth( anon. 

intended in this Oath, is ſomewhat doubtfull : That 
4 Cathedrall Deanes are meant, it is probable ; becauſe : 
they are placed next after Bi- h So bythe name of Archipreshyrer is © 
ſhops, and h before Archdeacons: h*<< yen put before the Archdea«- 

; , con, Concil.Carthag,q can.17+ 

and though the Archdeacon i bee 1 Archidionincis proximus poſt Epi- 
ſaid to bee next after the Biſhop, ſcopum, & ejus Vicarium, ſalyotamen' 


1 his /; - 44649544, jure Decani, quod ad Cathedralem Ec-- 
and his Yicar(i.Generall,)itis with fc - Dedtas, Reform. lg-Ecelefuſtic de 


reſervation of the right of the xculfac> miniſt-c.s.fol.48.h. 
Deane, in reſpett of the Cathedrall Church : And that 
; oy Deanes ſhould not wy excluded, is probable 
. alſo; becauſe Biſhop k Downham e Government and Diſcipline of 
bringsthem inas-Church Gover- ue rrommey ca. o, eng” 
nours, with thoſe that are named bliſhed. Reformat-leg.Eccleſ. Tit. de Eccleſ. 
| in chis Oath : and for thatthey 2/Pomiin hip anfcrrocke Pref 
are called L 4rchipresbyters(which 1 Archipresbyteris five Decanis Rura-' 
is atitle above Archdeacons) and libus: 16id-c.5;fol.48.a. 
in ſome places have had more juriſdiction (as in this 
Dioceſlc) untill a very few yeares laſt paſt, thenthe 
Archdeacorns have had. And it both bee here meant, 


then firſt concerning the former ſort. 


F o— 


Douszr $8. | | 
What & the Authority aud Government of Cathedral 8.Particular | 
Deanes. - Doubt. 
Trz R zas0N, 


1.2 Ecauſe Deanes Cathedrall and Ruralh (bcing- | 
+ both comprehended under the title of ©4rchz- m Lindw.prov. 
presbyters) their office is ſo deſcribed by = Lindwood WIEs + - 
and others.that itis difficultto diſcerne what-is proper Spatar de Ke. 
or peculiarto them ia ſeverall. . | 01.2 2h Bae 
{6 G3. Sccondly,*7 #5199 _ | 


-% $5 
Fs. 


- 4&,” ESL 


hy 


"4s Doubts and Reafms, tmebng 


|} | Secondly,where they are more 
es eo Coll exe. diſtinRly ſet downe, the Cathe- 
| rom Canonicorum, tum aliorum Cleri- drall Deape is brought in as Preſi- 
comm Seckebs prabigt——ur Arciv= Jone of the Canonical Colledge, 
aconi foras, (ic illi domi, hoc eſt, in 
Eccleſia Cathedrali Epiſcopo int adju- for the gOVErnMment of the Ca- 
(hor  - +++ "ian ed thedrall Church, according tothe 
ESTES. Contitutions of their foundations 
and fois ſaid to be an aſſiſtant to the Biſhop at home 
(thar is, inthe Cathedrall Citie, as the _1drchdeacos is. 
abroad in the Country 3) but there cometh in much 
doubt and ambiguity, what Government is meant : 
for the Biſhops and Deanes are often at difference 
about their Authority ; which is more or lefle, accor+ 
ding as the Charters of their foundation doe vary : 
| which to ſome give a larger, ſomea leſſer powerand 
| | __ preheminence. For the Deanes of Weſtminſter and 
| 0 Byrhe ile Windfor (as ® wee have heard) have Epiſcopall Juril.. 
ono $8. dition, which other Cathedralls (forthe moſt part) 
i have not. Some have Statutes, by which they go- 
verne ;and ſome (as the Deane and Canons of Chriſt 
Church in Oxford) are /eges loquentes, ſpeaking laws; 
and therefore are very fly called Canons, or Rules, 
| governing according to the difate of their qwne dif- 
| cretion and conſcience; and ſo weecannot (in reſpe&t 
|| p Biſhop Halls of ſuch) apply Biſhop ? Halls diſtintion betwixt 


|! Corollary ad- 


| dd tohis tre. Rules of government , and Erroursof execution , to 

| frag.propoſ, aCCept the one, and rejethe other ; nor can we ſwear 
| $487 totheir Government, though with diſtinQtion (for 

that is uncertain to us both for rule and praQtiſe) much. 
 Ifewithconfuſton, as inthe Canonit iscontained. - 

- Thirdly, the JurifdiQion of Deanes and Chapters 
may bee much augmented by Synodicall Conſtreatt- 


ONS? 
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"the late Oath of the ſixth Comm. © 


TO 9 I O90 J 


ons:forinthe late Grant of the Benevolenceto- his t The Grant ©. 


Majeſtie by the Pravinciall Synod at Yorke (and 
wee doube nor, but it is ſo alſo in th:t of the Province 


of Canterbury,though yet we have not {cen it)during York. 7-18,19. - | 


the vacancie of any Biſhopricke, they have granted 
unto them Authority to exerciſe the Eccleſiaſticall 
cenſures of ſuſpenſion, excommunication , interdidte, 
and ſequeſtration againſt fuch as deny, or delay to - 
_— payment. of the Benevolence there . co:iclu. 
ded. X | 
Fourthly, ſome Deanes and Chapters have had fo 
much Authority within themſelves , as to bee out of - 
the reach of Archiepifcopall power ; and therefore 
have refuſed to be viſited by the Archbiſhop. - 

It was ſo betwixt the Deane and Chapter of Dur- 


ham, and the Archbiſhop of Yorke many years agoe, ;,».;.o.458. 


which exemption (by ſome reluQant conteſtationgt 
the Clerke ſent from them to the laſt Convocation) 
ſeemed neither forgotten, nox forſaken by that Deane 
and Chapter. | | 

Fifthly, in the Booke of Reformation of Eceleſia- 
ſticall Lawes, made by King Henry the cighth, and 
King Edwardthe fixth (which appeareth tobe yet in 
force, and'was very lately reprinted for better Infor. 
mation touching the Government of the Church) 
there is this rule ſet downe for Cathedrall Churches, 


: They ſhall keep their Statutes of their foundation pure © Reform-lig,” 
and entire, ſo farre as they ſhall not be found adverſoo % Ra b 
the Word of God, noy 10 our Conflitutions of Religion, ej- fel. 4g-p.b. 


ther already publiſhed, or hereafier to be publiſhed. 
© Where (to concludethis Doubt) wee ſee ſo' much 
radieiontonchie 


z 


Doubts and Reaſons, touching 


Re 


9. Particular 
Doubt. 


u DoR.Fild 


of the Church 
L.5-£.29..507 


5 08,509. 


the Government of Cathedrall Deanes and Chur- 
ches (for ſome have Epilcopall Juriſdiftion, ſome 
have not, ſome have Statutes, ſome have none;) and 
beſides all, rhe doubt of that which already is in uſe; 
ſo much uncertainty of what may be hereafter (accor- 
ding to this Conſtitution) that wee can find here no 
ſolid ground fora ſacred Oath. 


Of Deanes Rurall, 


The 9.Dous r is 


what is the Authority or Government of a Deane Ku: 
rall, 


Tur RrasoOx. 


Peaſe (under the name and title of Archpreiby- 
zers ) they have had much Authority in Govern- 
ment of the Charch in former times ; whereof the 
moſt obſcrvable particulars are colleed by a very 
non u Doctour of our Church,and they are chiefly 
tncle : 
Theſe Archpresbyters, or Deanes Rurall, were to be 


x Epiſcopus nec Abbatem, nec Archi- choſen by the Cleo; 
Sings ſine omnium ſuorum com- ſe J gie, ands not to 


resbyterorum & Abbatum confilio de bee acp oſed by the Biſhop ; without 
food {uo przſumat ejicere. Conc.Turen.z, the conſent of thoſe that choſe 


Can,6-Caranx fol.239. 


them ; they were t0 aſfiff the 
Biſhop in Government , and that of ſuch neceſsitie, 
that hee muſt not bee without them : Their officewas 
70 admonifh both Laitie and Clergie of their 'dutie, 
and 10 ſee. that they.' aid_it': They were to viſit. the 
Churches of their -precinits twice 4 yeare ;, and if any 


of 
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the late Oath of the ſixth Canon t.” 4 


w 


Y. 7's wiltully minded y Si quis ex Secularibus inſtirutionem 
of the Laity METK wilfully _—_ aut comminationem Archipresbyteri ſui 
$ a ainſt their admonitions,they were commacia' faciente audire diſtulerit, 


o long to bee excommunicated out tam diu a limitibus Eccleſiz habeatur 
of the hurch,, untillthey wire re» Frnncus nin Suram (alnarem un 
formed. They were to have a Chap- Antigad.Can.qo.tmdfol.167, 

ter of Pariſh Miniſters , who (within a yeare after they 
were poſſeſſed of their Livings) were 10 ſweare to the 

Deane, and ſo to bee admitted as brethren, to ſit in the 

Chapiter with him and to be bound to come to the yearly 

Chapiter, and otherwiſe alſo, when upon urgent cauſe the 
Deane ſhould call a Chapiter ( which was ordinarily 
foure times in the year ) and to beare part of the charge, 

In theſe Chapiters, the Archipresbyters were. to publiſh. 

4 > the Decrees of Provinciall and Epiſcopall. Synoas;and 
tourge the execution of the' ſame. The limits of their 
power in Government were, to ſuſpend Laymen from the 
Sacrament, and Clergie men from execution of their of: 

fice : bitherto they might proceed, but no further. 

. But.in praQtice., partly by the connivence, partly 
by the corruption of the Biſhop , they laſhed out be- 

| yond their line : for, as a zealous Preacher complain. 

ed in the. Councell of Rhemes, z Archipresbyter circuit obedientiam' 
Thez 4 rchipres byter went about in \ibicredjram,vendir Homicidia, Adulte- 
viſiting of his circuit , ſelling all ti*+loceſtus, Foraieationes, Sacrilegia, 
erjuria ; ad ſummum,impletmanticam 
ſor fs of ſinnes, Murder 3 Adultery, ſuam,fama volante innoteſcit Epiſcopo 
Ince ,.$ acriledee » Perjary ,, and talis quzſtus,8c. Serm.cujuſdam ad Cler. 
G t h ere by fill ng. his pur ſe, the fame: in Conch Rhem-inoperib, Rernard-colet7 36 
whereof coming 10 the eaxe, of the. #ftops : hee; ſends for 
him, that hee may have a ſhare with him ; upon demand 
he denieth, upon deniall they wrangle: but at the Laſt,he 


 Enowing that if the Biſhop os againſt hinnyht maſt frgo 
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bis gaine; hee yeeldeth him a part : and fo, ſaith that _ 
Preacher, are Herod and Pilate reconciled avainft 
Chriſt. | | 
In later times, eſpecially in moſt Dioceſſes of Eng- 
land they have had lefleto doe, and done lefle cvill ; 
Door Corſens the Civilian, ſerting downe the Deane 
2 Decanos Rurales vocant , atque ple- K wralls office, maketh it to conſiſt 
ramque adhibencur ad convocandum ſu- n little el le, then in calling aC laf- | 
am claſſem, ad ſignificancum iis non ni= Goulj 5 Mmblies (that is , thoſe 
hil ab ordinario, ut fit per literas ad in- | Poa pF 
Jucendum in Beneficia vice Archidia- WHO are to aſſemble within his 
coni remotias agentis. Doct.Conſ. de Po- Deanry ) f0 ſeenifie the wind of the 
tht Eccleſ- Angh.6.7- Ordinary , according to the tenour 
of letters received from him ; and in abſence of the 
Archdeacon, to indult into Benefices. 

Bat in this Dioccſle , the Deares for many yeares 
paſt have had a great part of Epiſcopall JurddiQion 
ſhared among them ; and this by Patent for lives or 
yeares fromthe Biſhops, allowing ſometimes larger, 

b Crimina & excefſas quorumcungue TOMctimes lefſe Authority unto 
Lajcore,riminibus Adulerii & Ince- or Some have had power ro 
us tantummodo cxcepus. 59 1n the Fa- b ponture all offenders, and offences 
is a+ I Len the Dean- of the Laity fe ho crimes of tac ef 
and Adultery aloze excepted. And fomehavebeenc 

limited to the correRion of ſome few faults ſpecified 

in their Patents;and of late, about {or not much a- 

bove) three yeares ſmce , haye moſt of the Deanries 
been:.compounded topetherinto one Patent, or two 

atthe moſt: andaffigned to the 'Archdeacons by your 

pro crate Arenen refiened forexccution tothe 
Chanccliour(as their Officiall)for that Juriſdiftion. | 

\- Nowgif Deawer twall be meant in the Oath and 
#3 F confidering 
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conſidering what authority and power , both infor- 
mer times, and of late they have had in this Diocefle, 
and it may be, by the Conſitutions of the Church yet 
in force ought to have, we know not why they ſhould 
bee left out of the Government of the Church nor + 
why they ſhould not bee contained under the ticle of 
Deanes) haw can wee, without being over-bold witl 
our conſciences, take them into ſuch an Oath, chere 
being ſo much diverſity and uncertainty of their Au- 
thority * 


Of Archdeacons 


The 10.Dous r 15, 


What is the Authority and Government of Archdea- ro. Particulas 
C035, | Doubt. 
Tus RuasONe 


Ecauſe Deacons are inferiour to Presbyters (fo 
frre inferiour) that a Deacon, though dignified, 
ſhould not preſume to fit before a Presbyter, by the 
c fixth Councell of Conſtantinople; and ſo an Arch- < ConcibCon. - 
presbyter (as a Deane Rurall is uſually ſtiled ) ſhould —_— by 
be ſuperiour to at Archdeacon : but as Dotord Field caanx. © 
obſcryeth, notwithſtanding all the Canons to the {,Do%Fid 
confrary(8 they were many,as we may have occaſion 1,;.... ;.p.492. 
to note elſewhere) and the violent oppoſition of Hie- 
ome, and other Worthies of thoſe times: they were _ 
lifted up, not only above Presbyters,but above Arch- 
presbyters alſo, and thatcame to paſle (as hee obſers 
veth) fordivers cauſes. 


H 2 Firſt, 


2 Doubts and Reaſons, touching 
Firſt,becauſe there were fewer Deacons then Pref- 
© Diaconos byters 3and 10 © pa#city made the one ſort to be honoura- 
4 "ny an ble, and multitude the other rather contemptible. _. 
reros rurba =— Secondly, becauſe Deacons Had the m_ of the 
—_—_— treaſure ofthe Church, which kind of imployment is 
it- HC ea 
+ 5g —_ ag _ they were often uſed by the Bi- 
Pag. 334+ irdly , beca en u 
ſhop for viewing of ſuch parts of his Dioceſle, as hee 
.__ Could not conveniently viſit himſelfe ; and wee may 
D = conceive the reaſon of that to be, becauſe the «mo 
O HRT, . i 
' 1 Shs erent to the {ide of the Biſhop, and that 
| Sine Diaco- fn ge Epiphbanius conceived has (as f be- 
© impoſſibile {O NECCTarily, as Epip 11 moors Poag 7 
eſt efſe Epiſco- fore we have noted under anot ” ti ” a - Dov 
pum. Ep'pha yy gg impoſible for 4 Biſhop fo bee without a , '5 
e753" whereupon in tract of time, as the Cardinalls by their 
po *7 oglauty to thePope,overtopped the Biſhops 'who 
| c - 4 Epiſcopos pre. At firſt were ſp farre inferjour to 
h ——refertur multos Epiſcopos prz- © | Pay 
termiſſos fuiſſe © po omogen epges _ them, Þ That — _ wr ” 
toe inverencar, Fit. Perer, Tratel. , Cop dinall , becauſe bee would 
de probationibus, lib.z. 6ap-2 8-fol-94 p-1. /a hails 16. x: diandbntndebes of dignity ) 
ol.1e ; ain; pug 
A- ſothe Archdeacons, by their neernefſetothe Biſhops, 
came to be exalted above the Presbyters; whicly (as 
i DoR.Fild DaRori Field conceiveth ) was in Saint Hieromes 
4 jo page | 
* * G2SE Bur,though there were then an _Archadeacon above 
the Deacons (who did not only officiate himſelfe, bur 
reſctibed unto others what they ſhould doe) yet an 
Cadalnons, with allowed 'Juriſdition over Prel- 
k Arc-00- },yters, was of 1 Tater Inſtitution: _— nw 
natus gradus —*_ ES * bin 
eft nfs. ziſh. faith, an Archdeaconſhip iS 4 mew Ss -_ ” — rs f p 
Anir. nRep.42 yoſe he would nothave ſaid, if it had bee | 


> ir whe 1n Saint Hicromes time z when, if it were in uſe, itwas 


without 


] 
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"the late Oathof the ſixth (anon. - 4 

without the approbationof the beſt, as hath been no- 

ted:-wee may well conceive then , that Saint Stephen 

the Protomartyr was not an Archdeacon, as he is called p 

in the Decree of | Pope Lucims, Sov mo 
For the 4rchaeacons Juriſdition, it is ſo diverſly cararg.fum. 

ſet downe in Ecclefjaſticall Conſtitutions, that it is ©92%fel.28. * 

very hard to tell, what by rule their Office or Go-**" 4 

vernment is, as will appeareto him, who will take 

paines to peruſe the quotations in ,, corcir.4uret. 5.Can.209. 47 3.deeret.. 

then Margin ; ſo that from Con- CY Archidiatefol.56.p.1.tol.1. 

ſtiution their Authority flyeth for ,,;7-- u7SP RG y Ss co < Ir 

refuge to Preſcription : of which 4 z-c#:& Mini. c.6f1.48.b. | 

Dodtor Field ſaith thus, nThe Jr -Irfircom2. l.3-00p.43, col. 448. 

Archaeacons (which at firſt might © Gcraine Canons! evrinining ſome 

20s (it inthe preſence of 4 Presby- points of Diſcipline apptoved in the Sy=: - 

zer , but bring willed by him fo 10995 02s; ee Church. 15.6 29, 

ave) in the end became (by reaſon of paz 50g. 5 

their imployment by the Biſhop ) to be greater, not onely 

then the ordinary Presbyters , but then the Archpresby: 

ters themſelves ; and therefore it is confeſſed by all, that 

the Archdeacon hath none Anthority,or power of Juriſdi- 

tion, by vertue of his' degree and order, but by: preſcri- 

prion onely : nor can hee claime. more then hee can pre- 

{cribe for z and it may be, hee may preſcribe for that 

which is not commendablehaply, not lawſull : as for 

that which the Councell of Challons feverely-con- 

demneth, 9 1t is reported by ſome (ſaith the Councell):2 47:1 5-9pud - 

that CArchdeacons ufe domination over the Presbyters nope 

and take tribute from them; which ſmellah rather of ty. 

rannie,then of order. TILE ES, 14 © Ha 
Preſcription and Cuſtome ans gpainſt Right 

3 and 


Soma.” - 
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Donbes and Reajes, touching 
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o Quicquid 

adverſus yeri- 

| ratemſapit,id 

| Hzreſiseſt,eti- 

.. am vetus con- 
lueruda.Terr, 


and Truth ,- as many times they doe, as Tertullian 
faith , 9 Whatſeeuer is ſet up againſt that, is Herefie, 
though it be an old cuſtome. In this Dioceſle the Arch. 
deacons have for the moſt part been but titular , ſince 
the foundation of the Biihopricke, into which were 
incorporated two 4rchdeaconriecs; the one of Cheſter, 
the other of Richmond : and of late ſome Rurall 
Deanrics {as before we have obſerved) were aſſigned 
untothem z and ſome of us have heard your Lordſhip 
ſay, That their Juriſdittion pr aca and ſo much, as you 
are pleaſed to permit unto them : and what that is, 
who can tell but your ſclfe «2 how then may it be ſafe 
to ſweare to the Government of the Church by 
Archdtacons., when wee cannot know what their Go- 
vernment is ; ſince the rules of that Office are very un- 
certaine , and the preſcription by pratice more un« 
certaine tous (eſpecially) who have had no ſuch Ju- 
rifdition in uſe among us: and it may be, if wee had, 
wee ſhould find more cauſe to except againſt it ; then 
to ſweare forit ; which wee deſire may not bee inter- 
preted to the prejudiceof any worthy perſon of that 
denomination : and wee doubt not, butthere are ma- 
ny ſuch, and ſome well knowne to many of us, for 
men of very eminent endowments, both intelleua])l 
and morall ; whom we acknowledge for ſuch, and fo 
defire to enjoy them , as our deare brethren and 


friends. 
Of the e+c. 
Our Doubts hitherto have beeneof the Gover- 


nours cxpreficd ; our next Inquiries arc to bee _ 
Oo 
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of the &#c. and of ſuch Governours as are concealed 
under it: and thereof our Doubts arc divers, and ſo 
| counting on, our 


I 1. Particular Dous r is, 
Whether we may ſafely take a new Oath with an &+c, 


Tur RzasON. 


Ecauſe ina new Oath we cannot be certaine,with- 

out ſome expreſle diretion(which inthis caſe we 
find not) how farre the ſenſe of the &&c. reacherth : and 
ſowe cannot ſweare unto it ig jadgement (as the Pro- 
phet Jeremy direfterh, Jerem. 4.2.) but at the moſt 
Mm opinion: There is no man would willingly ſeale a 
Bond with a blanke for the ſumme , ſo thatthe Oh- 
ligee might makethe debt as large ashee lifted ; and 
we conceive we ſhould be more cautdlous in ingaging 
onr fouls by an Oath , then our eſtates by a Bond : 
fince in this the tye is more- vigorous, the breach 
more dangerous, then it is in that ; and weeverily 
. thinke, that if wee ſhould recurne our depoſtionwith 
ſome termes of the Oath, as 7 A.B. doe ſweare, that 7 
doe approve the Dottrine and Diſcipline of the Church + 
of England, and preſently breake off with an &c. 
(though what followeth bewell enough knowne) it 
would notbe allowed for a tawfull Oxth, which yet | 
ſceemeth tous more warrantable, thenthat which by 
this Canon is tendred unto us. 
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x3.Particular 
Doubr, 


Doubrs and Reaſons, touching 


| Dous r 13, 
1 2,Particular How farre the &C.is to bee extended, when it is expreſly 
Doubr, acclared. , 
Tur REtasoOxN, 
Ecauſe of the variety of opinions, which have 
* M.S.T\, beene conceived of the Contents of it ; * ſome 


(who ſuppoſe they underſtand the Oath ſo well, as 
to be able to expound it to others) have ſaid, that the 
Governours of the Church are expreſſed before the 
&c.and that under the &c. are implicitely compriſed 
the Rules or Conſtitutions of Government,cſpecially 
the Booke of Canons of the yeare 1603. but moſt 
conceive this to be an impertinent-interpretation ; be. 
cauſe the &c. importeth ſomewhat of the ſame ſort 
that went before ; and thus to expound it, is to make a 
groundlefle tranſition 4 perſons ad res; but if we agree 
(as moſt doe) that perſons are meant under the &4c., 
and thoſe perſons Governours (which is moſt proba- 
ble) our Doubt is, what Governours they be, = 


” 
— 


" 


|—_— —— 


6 | IE ; 'Dousr 'T3e ; : 
What Governours are included in the &c.whether the 
King, as Supreme, be altogether omitted , or impli- 

' citely contained in it. "1 | 
Tnrz'RrasSON. , 

Ecauſe wee doc not know , why hee ſhould bee 

+— wholly Qmitted ; ſince hee is ſupreme Governour 
over all perſons, or cauſes, both Ecclefiaſticall and 
Y ; Fe Temporall, _ 
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Temporall, and ſo tobee acknowledged by all Prea- 
chers in their prayers before their Sermons , by the 
5 5.Canon : nor can wee conceive any juſt cauſe, why 
he ſhould be but covertly implyed inkn &c. when in- 
feriour degrees are formally expreſſed. | 
Objeet.1f it bee ſaid, that there is a peculiar Oath 

for his Supremacy to bee taken at the Ordination of 
Miniſters, and at other times by other perſons , upon 
ſeverall occaſions, Fj 

Ayſw. We conceive that ſhould bee no let to the 
aſſerting of his Soveraigne Right in this Oath ; be- 
cauſe that Oath of Supremacy is expreſly made (as X 
the title. of it ſheweth!) to ſhut out } T1, pigop ſhall cauſe the Oath of 
the uſurpation of 4 forrain powers the Kings Supremacy, and againſt the 
and Potentateszand fo giveth no Pl thereof al orae 
ſuch ſecurity againſt thoſe popu- of them that are tobe ordained. $o tn the 
lar diminutions of his Ecclefiaſti- Ordinat.of Deacons, | 
call Authority : the jealoufie whereofoccafioned the 
reverend Prelates of the Church in the late Synod, to 
progoſe this Oath, as a Bond of afſurance of their 
Epilcopall preheminence. Fs ws 

T hey have ſhewed themſelves zealous(we confeſs) | 
in preſſing his Royall Right, both cccleſiafticall and | 
civill, againſt all - popular,as well as Papall impeach- , Cant.p.r3; 
ments: and have annexed a penalty againſt ſuch , as j- 
ſhall 5y word, or writing publickly maintaine, or abett 
any vr or concluſion, in oppoſition to their explica+ 
Hon of the Kings Authority. | | 

But yet there is no Oath, required, to oblige a 
ſubjeR to. a. perpetuall epprobation of his — 
power,as ſupreme Goyernour of the Church,asthere 
1s for Archbiſhops and Biſhops: nor is the penalty for 

ne! | # publicke 
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oyernours may goe-on cheerfully,in,theig duty, ahd the. - 
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blicke oppoſition thereof ſo dangerous, as for a prix 
_— fa (rs of the Oath (though with a ke 
and tender conſcience.) For, for not taking of the 
Oath, a Miniſtermay for ever bee deprived of all hee 
bath within three moneths ;but for pablichs oppoli- 
tion againſt the Kings power, hee ſhall not fuffer ſo 
much, ualefle hee continue contumacious two yeares 
together , asthey that reade and marke the Canon 
ſhall obſerve. | 
It may be his Majeſtics Supremacic was left out b 
accidentall oblivion; or if by reſolved intention , 4 
was perhaps upon ſuppaſall, that the caution of the 
firſt Canon made it ſuperfluous: and it. may be, there 
| may be ſome ſecret myſterie- in. thisomiffion,, which 
4 (if wee may not preſurge to know): ſome haply will 
imagine, it is to give ſome bettercolour-to the Bi- 
| ſhops, proceedings, in ſending Qut the Proceſſes of 
their Ecclefaſticall Gauets:intheir own names, which 
hath been often reproved by theiroppolites (as very 
rejudiciall to. the Royall: Prcrogative ) though (of 
ate.yeares) for that particular there hath beenan a- 


inthe Chur- Ward procured and publiſhed on es behalfe 
- »=y "mg <coningrocherequd of theſ\Lord Archbiſhop: of 
Sreotyowr Canterburythatnow is. | | | 


| ir nerd ha Objett. «6 rye the-mention —_ nar8 1 
| feirec>y2"  raigne Authority, hee dmited;; there is, the Tefle to 
| Jags of Hrearet0.3.00 fo-the- change of the- Obs is more 
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| zhen publiſhed by your Majeſtie, that our keeping Courts, and iSuing Proceſſe in- our 
[”.- Names, andthe like excepivibns Fomnerky . 
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err, and now renewed , are.not a- 
pf+; cerraine they. are" nor) thar contnr | 
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light, and may for that the more heartily be taken. 

4 nſw. It is true, if the omiſſion give no occaſion 
of timerous ſurmiſe but to ſome it doth, and if in 
charity wee hope the beſt of it in this caſe, there is 
cauſe yet to doubt of the ec. and therefore wee fur- 
ther demand ofthe ſubordinate Governours implyed 
init. | 


pm ———_———,————_——_ 4th. ih. it [2 0 


The 14.Dous r. 


who, and what Governours they be, 14-Particular 
Doubt. 


Tur RrasON. b 


; PEcauſc (inthe ticle of the ſeventh Canon) there is 
mention of Archbiſhops', and Biſhops, with an 
&c.and inthe body of the Canon, Deansand Arch- 
deacons arc added to them, and the next words are 
[and the reſt that beare office in the ſame that is, inthe 
Government oftheChurch of England, And thoſe 
that beare office ,- beſides theſe that are named, are _ 
Guardians of Spiritualties , Suſfragans , Chanrellours, | | 
Vicars generall , Commiſſaries, officials , Surrogates. , Ty. Kings * 
For the firſt : Preface before 
* Guardians of Spiritualticsu are thoſe , to whom the ***)ate Can. 
ſpirituall Juriſdiction of any Biſhopricke, or CArchbi en Son the 
ſhoprick « committed,during the vacancy ofthe See, fiat-of 25H 8. 
x Suffragans are titular Biſhops, ordainedto aſcift the © tgitiopi 
Biſhop in his funition, whoſe turne they ſupply now ayd Suff-aganci 
then in Ordination of Miniſters and Deacons , dedica- ney as 
 nonnunquam ordinant Miniſtros & Diacones, dedicant Eccleſias, a Frmane- —_—_ 
ate informatosrudimentis Chriſtianiſmi. Dol, r-Ecelef J 2c 
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" Doubts and Reaſons, touching ; 


tion of Churches , confirmation of children, that have 
been inſtrutted in their Catechiſm. age: wang 

Chancellours, who exerciſe ordinary Juriſdiction in 
the City of the Epiſcopal See, next to the Biſhop, and by 
Anthority derived from him: -. 

y Can.io4+ | 7 Vicars generall in ſome Divceſles are the ſame 
with the Chancellours, as we may ſee by the ſtile of 
their Proceſſes; bur if the office bee conſidered of it 
ſelfe (as ſome deſcribe it) it is very large : for thus we 
find it in CA 207145; 


z Þicarins generalts poteſt excommuni- Az Vicar generall may exCOme 
care, ſuſpendere, interdicere, Sacramenta 


conferre, vel confertndi facultatem con- 779499 cate, ſ#ſpe ad, Z nterditt, C03- 
cedere, conferre Beneficia, viſitare » in- ferre Sacraments , or grve faculty 


| quirere, inſtituere, cligere, confirmare, to 8thers for that turtole 
przſentare, corrigere, punire votum , & fo ; purp fe » hee may 


juſ-jurandum commutare, relaxare. 4- collate Benefices, viſit, inquire, UNte 
3r-Inſtit.tom.2.lib.z .cap-43-0.448. ſtitute, elect, confirme, preſent, COrm 
© rect, puniſh, change vowes, and diſpenſewith Oaths. 
2 Can.Iez.119-128.135. Convocate a Commiſlaries b are fach as 
qr Lindw.conftit province. L.t.cap-1.4e 6x erciſe 7 W ifiction afar 4 c-off, " 
accuſat verbo mandat. Archiepiſc. Ver theſe who cannot well come t0 
| the Biſkeps Conſiſtoryin the City. | 

c Calti119- c Officialls are properly ſuch as exerciſe Juriſdittion 
| under CArchdeacons, and are ſimply called Officialls; 
without addition: aud if the Commiſſary bee called by 

that name ( as many times hes) it ſhould not be ſimply, 

d. Lind.Ti.4e but ( 5 indLindwood) with the addition of Forancus. 


faqueftr pore © Surrogate are. ſuch'as are ſubſtituted by Chancel- 


cialis.  lours, Commiſjaries, and. Officials, | 
e Cat.123: To which wee may adde Canons, or Prebendaries 
-of Cathedrall Churches, who are joyned in-Govern- 
mentwith their Deanes; and are with them to bee 4 


conſiliistothe Biſhop,Clerkes of the Convocation:and, 
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it may bee, Parſons.alſo may bee reckoned among 
Ecclefiaſticall Governours: for they are called Re. 
ors of their Churches,and Vicars;zand other preach- 
ing Paſtours may be ſo called, governing their Flocks 
as they doe. And it may bee, Regiſters, Proctors, 
and APparitours of the Confiſtory Courts, and 
Church-wardens, and Sworn-men in particular Pari- 
ſhes may bee brought into the Oath, by the Explica- 
tion of the ſeventh Canon. And if no Officers bee 
comprehended in it , but Governours ; no Gover- 
nours, but ſuch as have a coercive or compulſive 
power, thereare yet ſo many ſeyerall ſorts of them, 
ſo much diverſity among them, and ſo great difficul- 
tic to know their Goyernment what itis, and how 
farre it reacheth, that very few, not onely of the Lai- 
tie, but of the Clergie alſo (who are not profeſt Cij- 
vilians with all) can tell what hee ſweareth to , when 
hee ſwearcth to them under their cxpreſle titles, 
much. leſſe when under the ambiguous Intima+ 
tion of &c.: Theſe are our Doubts of the degrees 
of Government ; the next. particular is their preſent 
ſtate. 


2.Partic. 
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2. Partic. 
—— As it now ſtands. 


The15.Dous r. 
| 15.Particular FYhether the eftabliſhment of the Adjunfs, or the® not 
Poe. neceſſary Appendences of Biſhops bee to bee ſworne 


So the Arch- PU 7 
biſh of Cant.  mniointhis Oath. 


| diſting, in his 

| © Specchin the Turn RrasON. 

| © Starre-chamb. | : ; ; 
i Far $1 oP REcauſc with them they now ſtand : Epiſcopacy is 


| "s 20 B14 L2now honoured and affiſted by Baronries, and the 


| - intheCoroll. Eccleſiaſticall Government by the high Commiſſion; 
| fa $M now there are but two Archbiſhoprickes: above the 
| ;cms,,  Archbiſhops no Patriarchs;and the h Archbiſhops (of 
| h Do&-coy/. Canterbury c—__—_ have manp priviledges and 
$ 2 5 the prerogatives ;all which ſtand by the ſupport, or fall 
-- by the weight of Royall Authority, from which their 
be 15, Ay 8, ; ſuriſciation is derived. 

Edw.6.c.c  Forfirſt, as Biſhop Godwiy obſerveth, when ich. 


— 7. 5p proviſion, againſt the Kings mind (it was King E4- 


_ e&3.74c.c.4. wardthe fourth) hek denicd to give him his Tempo- 


ik Bith.Godw. 121ties, and ſo made him defi 
2d an his Catol. .* © = * 
of Bit, p-200, ſpirituall promotion ; and the ſame power will bee 
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' the late Oath of the ſoxth Comm. 6 © 
ning of Queen Zliſaberbs raigne z and is not ſo eſta- | 
bliſhed, but that by Regall power it may bee demoli- 
thed. 

Thirdly , there may-bee more Archbiſhopsthen 
two, if it pleaſe the King : for, by the fame right, or ' 
better,that | Offs King of Mercia erected a new Arch- 1 16i4-p:g.58. 
biſhopricke in Zichfield (leavingtothe Archbiſhop of | 
Canterbury for his Province onely London, wincht. 
fter, Rocheſter, and Sherbourne) may his Majeſty that 
now-'is eret new Archbifhops in what Dioceffe hee 
pleaſeth, and may reſtore the old; and ſo not onely 
Lincolne ſhall bee an Archbi- m. Archbiſh.#h:tg. out of Maſt | Foxe | 

. - . . a e.5- 

ſhopricke, but® Lox gon and Gla- -noteth, that hors year 180. ho three th £ E. 
morgan , or" Saint Davids : and Archiflanizes of the Pagan Britain were *** 
for Londox. it contimied ſo from changed into three Archbiſho ickes: the 
X Rs, | one of London, the other of Yorkes the - 
ehe yeare 3CcO. Or thereabout third of Glamorgan, none of Cant. 
(though Stowe fayit was the ſame A —— reply pry carr. I 
Axchbiſhopricke with Canterbu- gh9, London, thereſt mn Seeking I. 
ric, onely locally cinged) untilF under Yorke, as Biſhop Godwin writeth,. . 
Gregory his time, who was Pope _ ET” Wales. Godw.Ca- 
about the yeare 600. and the n See Godby. his Caralof Biſhops.pag-5035 - 
King may limit their Juriſdiction, 594- 0 
as he ſhalt conceiveto'be moſt convenient. Age 

Fourthly, over the Archbifhops of his dominions 
(for the calling and governing of a — OC tad 

. S "Ss n i atriarcha re= -__ 
o-Nationalt  Councell ) hee may gni convocare deber,Provinciale Archie - © 
placeaPatriarchzand King Ames piſcopus, &c.Prelud.in Carane.ſum-concil.  . 
thewed himſelfe weil enough in- ©239-444-1633. 

; rity, when ... hy 
he ſaid,” Patriarchs, I know, were aa; mel; dans. 
7p the time of. the Primitive Church, and among | 


x e 944 4 c0 fention ' for the firſt place : and for |; xt ola 
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ſelfe if that were yet the Queſtion( and Papall Innovation 
in eligion'put aowne ; torthar is his meaning,though 
he doe not plainly expreſle it) 7 would with all mine 
heart give my conſent, that the Biſhop of Rome ſhould 
' havethe firſt ſeat : 1bting aWeſterne King, would goe 


' By humane Inſtitution wee ſuffered with the Patriar chof the Weſt » as 
our ſelves to be ranged under the Church the Churches of great Britaine of 


of Romes Parriarchall Authority, as be- 4 cqurtefie, notof duty, in former 
:n the moſt famous Church of the Weſt, _. | - 
; 3-4 99 of courteſie, no neceſſity, no ſpi- eumes Were Wont to doe. 


rituall obligation-B:ſb.Hall againſt Brow- And for each particular Pre- 
mſts.ſelt 2.3-pag. 590+ late, whether Archbiſhop, or Bi- 
ſhop, heis to bee regulated for his Courts, and other 
JuriſdiRion,by Royall Authority : and how farre they 
ſand eſtabliſhed inthe Kings favour, purpoſe, or pro- 
miſe, we cannot tell, nor dare we {weare; much leſfſe 
dare wee bee ſo peremptory concerning the power of 
Deanes, or Archdeacons: for to Deanes, which have 
not Epiſcopall/Juriſdittion, hee may grant as much 
priviledge as the Deanes of Weſtminſter , or Windſor 
doe enjoy ;and by the ſame Authority that ſome may 
have more, may others have leſle. 
| And for Archdeacons, the doubt is more, fince 
| their eſtabliſhment confiſts in preſcription, as before 
hath been obſerved ; and that preſcription in ſome re- 
ſpeRs may be a prevarication, fitter to be aboliſhed, - 
" Cum Arch; NN eſtabliſhed : as appeareth by that of Spalatenſis, 
' Giaconijam ſaying, © That the CArchdeacons placing above the 
AS _ ſupra Archpresbyters is to be imputed 10 their pertinacy, aud 
 Ecllocentur, id F0 FH Biſhops connivence. | 
” eandemnimia Butin this Dioccſle (for many yeares paſt) Juriſ- 
3 | nail, © Hrelathrach calbibenets , eos eyicjile meritd poſſiimus affirmare. Spalateds 
nou Eeſbac pagers I OTRS 
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JiRion hath\not beet ſomuch, :asan unnecel ily og 
ig to Archdeacons ; ({ince all that while) it 
hath been no a ance at all : for untill very lately 
they bad no JuriſdiRion atall z wee cannot then ſay, 
much leſſe ſweare, their Government is eſtabliſhed, 
fince it was but newly erected; 'and made up: out of 
Rurall Deanries , which is a fabricke,like a Tent or 
Tabernacle newly ſet up, and may bee quickly taken 


downe againe. 2 | 
eel aber bel tcl 
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 Asby right it oughtto Rand. 
” The 16.Dous r. "7 
What this Right is, by which the: Government is meant : 
70 ſtand. fl yt 
IP Tur Reas0N,. 


TD Ecauſc there bee ſome, that thinke theſe words 2 

limitation or reſtrition of the former: as if the 
meaning were, that we ought to approve of the eſta: 
-bliſhment of this Government, ſo farre as of right ic 
ought to ſtand , and no further: but concerning thar, 
they that framed the Oath, could make no doube of 
any onesdiſſent,and therefore in that ſenſe would call 
” none A" upon Oath. | Sled 

tis more conſonantto reaſon toconceive,that 

meant to have. an acknowledgement , not one yr 
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that de-jwreallb), of rien it ought to: beeiſs, butithen, 
9uojurevillbe theQueſtion, Ig. 0 
diverſe:right © If the-lame', whether ſhall Biſhops 
come downeto Deanes andiArchdeacons, andclaime 
no better warrant:fortheirdignity then they-z-or ſhall! 
Deanes and' Archdeacons advance the Tenure of 
their Authority as-bighas Biſhopscoe,toclaime their 
preheminence and;power-by divine right * that as-in 
the caſe of the Boemians (concerning the: uſe of the 


'y Baſilienſe concilium conceflit Boe Communion CUP , at the Coun- 
miz utriuſque ſpceiei uſum; modofate- cal:of 1 Baſil, but more juſtly then 
rentur id {ibi concedi:ab Rccheha., non. G) oe denied't 

autcm ad hoc teneri divino jure. Bellarm. 0) may bee dcned to them all, 


nude Sacram.in genete,c-2 ſedt.2. when,under ſome other title,pre+ 


heminence may. be allpwed unta them., . 

Some coneeivetlie: word' 25g/#-was left at large 
in favour to Deponents, that there mightbe a latitude 
for ſuch as are ofa ſcrupulous conſticnce, to conceive 
> . fnohwightrastheywcoutd beſbapprove oft:and'eſpeect- 


:cagi! ally that right which agrecth tothem all, towit; a'Po- 


ſitive and Eccleſiafticntl rightiby: humane conſtitution or 
reſcription, But thoſe that have better meanes to 
1emitdsdfthe 'Compolersof the Canons; will 
etheRighrdiverfified;accordinp to thatro-whict 
;ioppliten's 3 that Biſhops ftznd'by divine-Righr, 
theteit by RightEcclciaſticalſ, 16 
1: Foxhwpwpoſe'we:may/bringinthofayingi of aur 
Saviour La bimwithyourorhe cud of Hhieworld) Mas: 
23826. which is not/to be-underſtoog irrperſ6e, but 
by affiſtance (for neither heznor they his Apoſtles, to 
whomdeecſpake, were tobee in the-world;/until{-the 
| 41 Þ SR 
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ſothe Right -maybegonccived to bedivine inreſpect 
of Biſhops;butchumaneto all the reſt.But of this tenet 
of divine Right,though itbeheld , 71. arab. that now is, in his Speech 
by very:great Prelates of our in the Starre- chamber. p.6. 
Church and by u ſome ſaid to be [Ns 7 rg oe ik _—_— 
the Doctrineof our Church, ſuch , Bills. andrewes in' his Anſwer to the 
a Dodrine , and:ſo: fully delive- 18-Chapter of Perrons Reply- p.1 5 
red by the Apoſtles, That there is not the tenth 
part of the Plea for the Lords day from their wri- 
tings, which Biſhops have for their Epiſcapacie 
(which-compariſon, 'God willing, ſhall -bee 'exami- 
ned elfe-where)) and that'* there be divers pornts * Biſh-Hallof 
of faith (weighty points) which have not iſo got 19% 
Strong evidence in ? Seriptare ; ſo ſtrong evidence, y Biſh.Hal 
—_ eaven may as ſoone fall, as that Faile the on 7 
And though-ſome (who have bcene approved for 
'their very great and faithfull labours in the Church, 
and for extraordinary zcale-againft all Popiſh opini- 
cons) haye= acknowledged ſomewhat in the calling of : ?i!ler Syuyf. 
Bifhops to bee Divine :and Apoſtolicall ; yetthere is poker, 
much faid-on the:contrary ſide: which, if it ferve not © © * 
' toinduce a deniall ofthat:high and holychime, may | 
occafionatlcaſt a:doubting'thereof. And:yery doubt. - 
fullit was (inthe:Councell of Trent )by:reafonrof the 
diverſity of opinions'there propoſed : for thoughtthe 
ſuperiority of Biſhops over Presbyters were ® de fats a Hilt.of the 
confeſſed, ae jureitwas doubted, whether itwere bby Connell of 
a Divine, or by a \Pontificall right ; thatis, whether 95. © 
-bya-right.derived from the'Scripture ; or fromi'the b-16idpyp7. ' 
Pape ? and we mayadde(accordingtothe< Auguſtan c 16id.p,606- 
confeſſion) or neither: for thatallowethino difference -- 
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+ Doubts ' and Reaſons, touching a 


betwixt a Biſhop and a Presbyter, bur by cuſtome 
and conſtitutien Ecclefiaſticall ; and ſo doubtfull was 
d 1bidp-597. their 4 Tenure, that ſome (in that Councell) were 
willing to avoid the diſcuſſion of that doubt ; and the 
e 16id-p-638, Chicfeſt of the Prelates (the < Cardinall of Loraine) 
| when hediſcourſed of that Queſtion, ſpake ſtill ambi- 
ououſly ; andatlaſt concluded, That the 2 ueſtion was 
boundleſſe : and though they made it more intricate, 
then with us it can bee, by their erroneous opinion of 
the Papall power and prelation over Biſhops(whereof 
we conceive no ſctuple at all, fince wee rejeir, as a 
Paradox inour Church) yet there is doubt for all that 


of the Authority of Biſhops by divine right zand juſt | 


! br FIFTY SF OL OREN ground for that doubt : for 

auius 1n 11t» I*'rCcs$ yeer1. 4 p CO- ® # 4 2 . - . 
i - ne promiſcue utitur, idque - Firſt, Saint f P, aul in his Epiſtles 
Chryſoſt. Auguſt. Hier. aliique annota- uſeth the words Biſhop and Preſ 


runt. Duaren.de miniſt.c.7.fol.8. | - - : 
Soalſo Biſh. Downham in his defence c- ER promiſcuous ICLS as 
of his conſecrat.Serm.l.1.c.3.p.6 4. C ryſoft ome, Anguſt . Hierome,and 


Biſh.Hall in his booke of Epiſcopacie- others have obſerved : and all 
three have ſpoken ſomewhat to 


'* Quiaſcit, Þring Presbyters necrer to an cquality with Biſhops, 


[ 


inter Epiſco- thenthe Tenet of ſuch ſuperiority (by Divine Right) 
m & Prel- ag js pleaded for, will admit: tor, Chryſoftorme ſpeaking 


yterum inter- 


<> ferme ni- - Of Saint Paals naming of Biſhops and Deacons, with- 


hil ; 014 quip- out mention of Presbyters: as to all the Saints which 
pe Ordinatio- yo at Philippi, with the Biſhops and Deacons, Phil.1.1. 


ne ſuperiores 


ili func cb7y/: giveth this reaſon of their omiſſion, Becauſe ( ſaith 


”mrTin.3. BE he)there £.ina manner no difference betwixt a Biſhop 
Hom, I I .£0#8. 4. 


col.1485. and a Presbyter : onely in Ordination Biſhops have the 


* Notby Scri- * preheminence -: the ſame ſaith h Hierome in his Epiſtle 
Ures AS 1S 

pe in by 1 Ti#1.4-14-but by humane conſtitution,or cuſtome, h Quid facit (except3 

Ordinatione) Epiſcopus, quod Presbyter non faciat, Hier.ad Evagr.tom.2-pag.334. - 
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oy Evagriuszand CONOICTNg Tra S. I Epiſcopi noverint ſe magis cons + 1 
Pauls Epiſtle to Titm,' Hee wonld have ſuetudine, quam diſpolitionis do- | 
Biſhops to know , that they are greater mivicz veritate Presbyteris efle , | 


majores, & in commune debere 
then Hoey rather by cuttome,then 1.6m regere. Iem in Tit-1.x. 


by truth of any conſtitution or diſpoſition tom.g.fol.153pagn. 
of the Lord; and that they ought (an com- pany —— 
mon )to govern the Chirch. Saint & Au- piſcopatus Presbyterio major eſt. 
guſ{ine ro the ſame purpoſe ſaith, That 4g.if.r9- 

the phraſe of the Church makes Epiſcopacy greater then 

Presbytery, which Biſhop Jewell rendreth thus : | 7he | Biſh. ove! 


| | f 
office of a Biſhop ts above the office of a Prieſt (not by au- 5 = A_— 
thority of Scriptares) but after the names of honour, p-ri-2.6.3- pag. 
which the cuftome of the Church hath now obtained. Ne. Pi 
£ The Parenthefis is his, brought in t5 make upthe zo9/pap;:ce- 
ſentence of Saint Angnſtine ; and as now the diſtinCi- 3507170793. 
on of Biſhops and Prieſts is received, it cannot (as 73373. 
m {ome,who yet approve of Epiſcopall preheminence, ſtr anſiier to 
have written) bee diretly proved out of Scriptures : ;'c7:334385 
. E » . . . 2 C cp h, 
and whereas * Archþiſhop /#:tg#ift faith, the reaſon »ip.112.15 
why Biſhops and Presbyters are taken forthe ſame,is, ©/-3ucer: dije * 
: . ſertar. de guber= 
becauſe every Biſhop is a Presbyter; but not on theau.zwyfo.r. 
contrary, every Presbyter a Biſhop: that reaſon for Franc.Long. 
the Affirmative part is contradicted by »divers In. jm: 9m 
ſtances zand for the Negative, it will not paſle with- p 1dem erat 
out exception,at leaſt forthe Apoſtles time : of which revdyrerqui 
Saint ? Hicrome ſaith, that 4 Presbyter is the ſame with fun nl” 
4 Biſhop, and ſs w. taken, untill by the Divels inſtintt bol inſtinQu 
ſome turned Religioninto fattion.. env - 
And _—_ 1 erius (when his ambitiousdcfire Hier. ad Tr. 
to bee a Biſhop was diſappointed) in emulation and #27: , - 
. . q Epiphanche- 
anger fell to contemptuous compariſons of prope reſ.75. 1-3-tom. 
with Presbyters; and therefore was noted by Epipha- 2-cortra berefs _ 
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[ Doubts and Reafons, touching 
| -£ Mich. Medin- njus in his Catalogue of Heretickes : and fince him 
de contin-[30"- x Michael Medina made it materiall berefie, to deny 
In.l.1.C.5+- * 4 oy . q b og . 
|. Sj avis dixecit in Eccleſia Ca- The diſtinAtion of Diwunc Right bee 
| quis dixecit in Eccleſia Ca a y 
tholica non efle Hierarchiam divi- TWIXE Biſhops and Presbyters, and 


” 


\ n2 ordinatione inſtitu , Qu the Councell of Trent formally de- 
| \conſtat ex-Epiſcopis & Miniſtris, : n | 
| anathema ſit, Concel-Trid.ſe{.7.Can. Creed.it , with an Anathema to thoſe 
| 6;fol-561b. that deny it. Yet was not Hicrome 
! (though a vehement Advocate in the behalfe of the 
Presbyteriall digniry)much lefſe chryſoſtorme and Au- 
© Altare Dameſe«p.276,277,278, Z#ſtine for ſuch ſay ings as theſe ever 
279. Sec alſo primam Pet. Moline: taxed for herefie. Nor 1$t £7: left 
iſt Epiſe374m0n-p-161,162: without a probable Apologie, which 
may ſerve with ſome, not onely to expunge his name 
Fs m— Hererice® out of the Catalogue ofuHerertickes, 
5 A \1y Epiſcopall govern- DUC tO enroll it inthe Regiſter of 
| - ment. Biſhop Hall of Epilcopacy. Orthodox Doors. 
| A166, And for the Tridentine Decree, it 
i isthe lefle to-beregarded , becauſe wee may ſay, as 
| x Asforthe Biſhop Jewel doth of* Zeo, The words of the Biſhop 0 
| _ oFL% that Councell are of no great weight, becauſe they make 4 
| rity inhisown Decree in'their owne cauſe. 
i __ canno* But Chryſoftome and Auguſtine were Biſhops 
bo Fexe! defence though /Zierome was inone; and yet they ſpake of Bi- 
-- Apol.parrz: fhopsand Presbyters. fo equally. as hath beene ſaid ; 
= 6394107: andifiuntruly,indifcreetly alſo : becauſe both againſt 
3s the truth;andthemfſelves:We may ſay the-ſameof Bi. 
E ſhop Jewe!, whofe judgement iis plaine-againſt the 
y Panormitz- gpjnion of Divine Right, 'by-his-expoſition-'of Saint 


nos in'quzſtio- 


| mala interpre- % P4c/anus (very famous 'men in their faculties 3 the 
| - Tatione. Hier. TIP 

| ©negat hanc Divino .Jure inten Epiſcopos & Presbyteros diſtinQionem. Franc, I Santis 
| *Clara pol. Epiſtpazni6q- 't 'Filv:Pachun de probationib.12:0:28-fol y6- 


one 


mibus ſais ex Auguſtine forc-alledged. Belſides,'” Panormitan and 


-- 
R——_—— — an- "_ __ 
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onefor a Canonit,, theother for a.Civilian, and dI- Es 
vers more, taſay nothing of the a learned men of the 2 Chanier. . 
Reformed Churches in forraine parts) willnot admit — —— 
of any preheminence of a Biſhop above a Presbyter 6 2 
by Divine Right. All which wee alledge notto con- 
teſt with the-reverend Prelates jo paint of Authority, 
_butto ſhew,that ifapacknowledgement at Epilcopall 
preheminence (35 of Divine Right): bee required in 
this. Canon (and by that wee have ſhewed, wee haye 
cauſe to ſuppoſe it) it ist00 drobiemaycah an opinion 
for ſuch confidenceas ſhould accompany an Oath. - 


. Of Archbifbops. 


Of ©\rchbiſhaps, though, their Authority be grea- 
tor, yetastouching the Tenure by Divige Right , our 
belicfe is lefier 1 for they that bold Bilbops to bee ſu- 
perionrs 6 RE e by DivigeRight(as the Apor 
ſtles were ſuperiours.to the 72.,iſciples) dog not for 
the moſt part (unleſſe they be Papiſts)aVow-of Arch- 
biſhops in that ſacred Epiſcopacy z and ever.he; who 
was an Archbiſhop bimſelfe, and highly adyanced in 
ak the, Epiſcopall.degree, hath qut. of Ze»a/avobe 
erved (an | thereby affronted the-P apall ufurpation) probavi Chri- 
that the twelve were all > <quall as an Ariftacraticall tum fuam Ec- 
Colledge, no. Prince ox Monaxch ryling over the ©<'=n Apo- 


Rolis omni» 
bus #4us comwmend3afſe ,- eofque; ad hoe Wu potefhare; que. omnes adornafſe 


conſentit. Ignat.cpift.ad Philagelph.dum ad Apolg S. ycluti ad Presbyterium, Eccleſiz 
Collegium, recurrr poſtulat z Collegium 'verd Ariftocraticuni nemo ignorat. Spat.de 
Repub Eceleflibat.c.1 2-pagex;7,.” T be Archbiſh. that now. is faith the like of the Ari- 
ſocraticall Government, and equality of the Apoſtles, and quoxeth Bellarm.de Ro. Pg. 
:14.9. r6 the ſame purpoſe, making account. his words are 2 confeilian of the truth a- 
gainſt his owne fide. So in relate [Gu corfende pag-168,2 00,202, 380. See Biſhop 
Hey of Epiſcaphoy-Pahabufil3on 6 [1b ont nie mg bd 


Doubts and Reaſons, touching 
KSL . reſt, as the Romaniſts pretend and aſ. 
abr 8: 1lud confcers, 9m"? ſume inthe name of St Perer:; wherein 
'Diſcipulstum ſentenria, nihil an- Saint © Chryſofore is direRly oppoſite 
thorirare ſua, jo prey yore unto them, obſerving how Saint Perer, 
v; Le in an aſſembly ofthe Diſciples, doch 
| all by their common conſent, nothing by his owne authy- 
rity, nothing in a lofty or a Lordly manner, For, that 
Authority (which they take op as Saint Peters right) 
his Maſter and ours thought too much for him,or any 
one man elle ; fore-ſeeing,as the Archbiſh.of Spalato | 
d Spalar.de noted, 4That a Monarchy in a Church-man would bee 
Repub-Ecclſ* apt to breake out into atyrannie over the Church. And 
41.612? for the tenure of Archicpiſcopall authority, wee may | 
e Biſh.7eweb beleeve Biſhop © Jewel,where hee ſaith in anſwerto 
Fa ori othis Maſter Harding,that though Primates or CArchbiſhops 
| - Apolog part.2 ; . d , ; p 
' c.3.diviſs: hadautherity over the inferiour Biſhops , yet they had it 
| pagri.. but by agreement and cuſteme, neither by Chriſt, nor by 
Peter, #07 Paul, or by any right of Gods Word. 
8 -  Obje&. Tf it be objected (as by ſome it hath been) 
| that though the Apoſtles had no Archbiſhops among 
| themſelves (who had a priority of Order, anda ma- 
j jority of Rule above the reſt of that | fundamental! 
FunRtion:) yet (in reſpe of other Biſhovs conſtituted 
by them) they were all Archbiſhops to thoſe that 
were under them ; It may be anſwered, 

Anſw.1. That the right of Epiſcopacy hath not 
been ſo well cleared by Scripture, that it ſhould bee 
taken foran undoubted ground, whereon to ere an 
. Archicpiſcopall power : for, there is ſo much dith- 
culty and diſpute about that, as makes it to us uncapa- 
ble of the afluranceof an Oath. . | 

_ Secondly, our Proteſtant Divines (when the Pa- 


k i _ piſts 
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the late Oath of the ſixth Cano. 
piſts plead for Peters Epiſcopall, or Archiepiſcopall 
ſupremacy at Rome, to maintaine the uſurpations of 
the Pope upon all other Churches) anſwered that (as 
we conceive, according to thetruth) that to bee a Bt. 
ſhop, or Archbiſhop, and an Apoſtle, importsa re- 
pugnancy : for both Biſhops and Archbiſhops were 
confined to a certaine compaſle for their Authority ; 
but the Apoſtles were of an unlimited liberty and 
power, bath for planting and governing Churches all 
over the world: wherein they had every one of them 
 Tuchan equall and univerſall intereſt, _ 2 15h PAR 
that *no Apoſtle had any part of the ;,cc> Apoſtolos) ut Er 
world to himſelfe , wherein the reſt us abſtineret Apoſtolatu. Baror? 
had not an Apoſtolicall and Paſtorall 4//9%1-4n:5 te 27-0434, | 
right as well as he ; which is not, nor can be ſo in Epi- 
ſcopall, or Archiepiſcopall callings. ny | 
objed. If the opinion of 8 Eſtins beinterpoſed,viJ. 5 fare 
That Archiepiſcopacy was founded, when Timothy was 5-1 9-c01.80g. 


made Biſhop of Epheſus,the Metropolis of CA ſia wherein —— > 


— 


he had b many Biſhops under his Juriſdiition : that (to hopricks un. + © | 


ſay nothing of what is ſaid of the unbiſhoping of 73+ 4<* Ephel- 
thy and Titss, in a particular booke of that title) 99k WILSy6ge 
being brought in without proofe, will bee as readily 24piſ.conrov.y, 
k denied by ſome, as it is eafily affirmed by any: and if" 2} 444 _ 
"in... » 4 T4ſt-3-P.273. 
we ſhould ſay,that untill Pope Zepherinus(in the third k Dideclen. 4: 
Century) named himſelfe an 1 Archbiſhop, or untill ©7* 2=ſcev. 
the reigne of Conſtantine (as a very learned = Writer | Zn.;.c.10- 
hath obſerved) there is no mention of an Archbiſhop: 99275. 
it will not bee cafie (perhaps) for any (by legitimate Þ Aeue” 
Teſtimony)to bring in an inſtance, to diſprove the archzin uſum * 
* rum ante Conſtantin: temporaaltum filentium. Dar, Chamiter. de acumen. Pontif bh x07 
Cap.6.10M,2.-P4g.35 3» 30. -017t7 $07 2 08] 


4 obſervation 


— 
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'74 | Doubts and Reaſons, touching 
obfervation in the Eaſterne Church ; and for the We: 
| ſterne, it came later thither, as the Sun-ſetting cometh 
n Filaſac-le after the Sun- riſing. And F:/aſacus a Divine of Paris 
TT " faith, " 1tis nor aſed in theſe parts, untill the firſt Ma. 
Concil.Matiſc. tiſcon Conncell, {cil. anno _ Wk . 
5k wi Which may bee to us the more probable, becauſe 
in have had experience (in out owne 
| & zFnc emM- .«» o . . . K 
lis * he od are no UUMme of A principall point of on 
Synods but Conventicles, becauſe Archiepiſcopall Government,the re 
be readeth norof any Synod with Gqentſhip of a Provincial Synod ) 
SY 5.90, T without an Archbiſhop. So was it in 
the yeare 1603. when the Biſhop of Lo»don was Pre- 
p Archb.51i- dent of the Synod then aſſembled : Archbiſh.ew%:e. 
Aro Maſter ift (againſt Maſter Cartwright ) endeavoureth to 
ply to Maſter &*J? CS - Jh; noe 
Carrwr-p-310, maintaine, That the office of an Archbiſhop was in uſe in 
3 2h-23.Cor 196 CApoſtles time , and by their 1 appointment in an 
obs ſome ac- Apoſtolicall Canon ; and that® Titus was an Archbi- 
| compr) p-479- ſhop over Crere ; and! Dionyſius 4reopagita/the Scho- 
| . 47> -1 bet lar of S. Pa/) Archbiſhop of 4thens. But his proofes 


|  £ P4470 (asſomeof us upon examination have found them ) 


are too low, and too flat for the height and compaſſe 
of the Arch of his Aſſeveration, eſpeciallyas applyed 
to the ſtate and authority of Archbiſhops in the 
Church of England, the prelation particularly,oppo- 
ſed by Maſter Cartwright, who (concciving both the 
authority and title of an Archbiſhop by Scripture to 
belong peculiarly to Chriſt, and not finding the name 
e Thetitle » Archbiſhop there) taketh up the title 4rchſhepheard, 
—— Pet. .4- as equivalent to it. 


Guile ap" The greateſt Antiquity , and beſt Authority thar 


Lone Peter, whete he calleth him dexaroiedte, which is an Archſhepheard, or Archbi- 
ſhop ; for Biſhop and Shepheard are all one- 16id:p.300. 


WEE 
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the late Oath of the ſixth-(anon. 
wee find for that title, is that which» Archbiſhop » Archb.-bic- | 
Whitgift citeth out- of Maſter Fox, viz. That in th pc] ; 
time of —— = 1 $o. therewere Fs Br do , - peg: 7 ” 3 _—_ : 
head Prieſts, which inthe time of Paganiſme they called *** Mar! 
Fla buy and three ——_—_ among them, which ©? "—_ 
were called Archiflamines , 4s Fudges over the reſt - 

theſe 2.8.Flamines (apo the converſion of the Britains) 

were turned to 28.Biſhops, and thethree Archiflamines 

#0 three CArchbiſhops : which, if it be true, yet it is far 

below that which is alledged for the calling of Arch- 

biſhops; and yet more ancient then honourable , for 

the conformity to Pagan preheminence. i 
Nor will it ſerve to fay (as Pope = £*2*2.4- Epilt. ad Epiſcop. Car 

x Engenius the fourth ſaid of the name |, 4.0. as mou 

: in cipio naſcentis 

Carainall ) that _—_ = were pot oh _ ry 3 mn pt — & 

reſly mentioned in the beginning of the YN.c90m 2 B.Vetro & cjus ſucceſ<, 
4/10 Charch, yet the office js in- room pagina qu — 
flitmted by Saint Peter , and his ſucceſ- 05-07. : | 
ſours. For,not to infiſt upon the name Card?nall, of 
which the ſaying of the Pope is an unprobable fii- 
on, ſuperiority among Biſhops is to be reduced rather 
to a ſecular, then to a ſacred Originall. For our Arch. 
biſhop of Canterbury that now is, ſaith,” 1! was inſinu- 7 —_ 
ated if not ordered , that honours of the Charch [A his confer.pag, 
follow honours of the State, as appeareth by the Canons of 116- 


the Councell of = Chalcedon, and _Antioch. It was —_— | 


thought fit therefore (though as Saint 2 Cyprian $) 48.16. 
there bee one Epiſcopacy , the calling of 7 4s vows. by Op de jou 
and the ſame; that yet among Biſhops there ſhould be a Epilcopamus 
certaine ſubordination aud lakjedtias : the H_—_ theres vans 


fore being caſt ints ſeverall diviſions (which they then 
| os L. 2 called 


- Doubts and Reaſons, touching 


called Dioceſles) every Dioceſſe contained ſeverall 
Provinces, every Province ſeverall Biſhops : the chiefe 


of a Dioceſſe in that large ſenſe was called *Z2er&, and 


ſometimes a Patriarch, the chiefe of the Province a Me- 
zropolitan, next the Biſhops in their ſeverall Dioceſſes 
(as we now uſe the word.) Among theſe there was ef- 
feftuall ſubjeition grounded upon Canon , and poſitive 
Law jn their [everall Quarters; all the difference there 
was bat Honorary, not Authoritative. So farre he; 
where,though he name the title Biſhop, Patriarch,and 
Metropolitan, hee doth not mention the title C4 r7chb;- 
0 


p. 
b Archb. Lad And though hee grant , that® the Church of Rome 


ubi ſupra-pag- 
168, 


| 

c Inzqualita- 
rem inter Epi- 
ſcopum & 
Presbyterum 
efle veruſtiſſlimam, 8& vicinam Apoſtolorum temporibus ultro fatemur. Fr.Chamicr.de 
Ecumen.pontifel, 100,60 2fe85 360k 2s. T 


hath had, and hath yet a more powerfull principality, 
then any other Church; yet he ſaith, ſhee hath not that 
power from Chriſl, The Komane Patriarch by Eccleſ;- 
4ſticall conſtitutions (ſaith hee) might perhaps have a 
*' primacy of order ; but for principality xy pe, they were 
«ll equall, as the Apoſtles were before them : and hee 
might have ſaid ſo much as well of Biſhops, as of Pa- 
triarchs; for, except for Eccleſiaſticall Conſtitutions, 
and poſitive Lawes, they are not ſubordinate one to 
another : neither the authority nor title then of Merro- 
politan or Archbiſhop is taken to bee ſoancient,or war- 
rantable by the Word of God, as that of the Biſhops, 
inthe judgement of ſuch as are the deareſt friends to 
Prelaticall dignity. Yet, as wee deny not, but that an 
inequality betwixt Biſhops and Presbyters is (as < Cha- 
mier confeſleth) moſt ancient, and very neere the Apc- 
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ons EE eu Sn, 


the late Oath of the fixth (anon. : 


ſtles times z {0 wee yeeld it as probable, that Archbi. 
ſhops are very ancient alſo, and as certaine, that there 
have been, and are very many, as worthy to be Arch- 
biſhops, as others to be Biſhops : and that there have 
been of that elevation men of as eminent deſert for 
learning and devotion,both inancient and later times, 
as any that have lived in the ſame Ages with them ; 
but in regard of more doubt of their Authenticke 
tenure, then of that of Biſhops (though that alſo bee 
very much doubted of) wee have the lefſe heart to 
ſweare to Archiepiſcopall preheminence. | 
Objed, If it bee ſaid, that 4 Archbiſhops were ſet 4 Archbarviz- * 
up for the keeping out of Schiſme among Biſhops, as £2 EY | 
Biſhops for that end were ſet over Presbyters, we doe anſw. tothe + 
not gainſay it ; but ſay, thar our Doubt is not now of *4=on-p-386« * 
the politicke end ,- but of the originall right of their i= I 
cxaltation : and withall we may note, that this Argu- 
ment, drawne from the prevention of Schiſme, may 
climbe too high, and indeed it hath done ſo tor, at 
the next ſtep, it lifteth up Patriarchs above Archbi- 
ſhops ; and at the next after that, a Pope above Patri- 
archs : and all this upon the ſame pretence:of preven- 
ting of Schiſme; but the further it hath adyanced, the 
worſe it hath ſucceeded for the welfare of the 
Church, both in reſpe& of Herefie and Schiſme: for 
Bellarmine ſaith, © All the Patriarchall Churches (ex; © Omnes Ec- 


clefiz Patrriar- 


cept the Romane) for a long time have had Biſhops pales(prarer 


which were manifeſt Heretickes. _ | - | Romanam)ha- 
If his obſervation be as true for the moſt(which for _ ard 2 
onga tempora 


a great part we may beleeve, though we dare not take manifeſtos 


it upon his bare word) as his exception is falſe for the rags 
Romane Patriarch: for he is the moſt Hereticall and 1,;,7.5.9.74. 
Tag 0 2 ded Schiſmaticall 
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—— 


f Biſh.Downh, 
in the defence 
of his conſecr. 
Ser Mele IC .L. 
pag.l 85. 


| Schiſmaticall Prelate inthe world , weecan have no 


great confidence inthe end [the keeping out of Schifme) 


 unleſſe the meanes , the railing up of Biſhops to that 


height, be found to bee warranted by the Word of 
God 3; yet wee make great difference betwixt the 
Popes claime of univerſall and unlimited Supremacy 
upon this ground, and that of Archbiſhops and Patri- 
archs co within the reach,and under the checke 
and reſtraint ofa temporall Potentate. 

For the other offices of Government named in the 
Oath, or involvedinthe &c. there is nonethat plead- 
ah a Divine Right; and we may ſay of moſt of ther, 
asf Biſhop Downham doth of ſome of them, 7s for 
ordinary Vicars (that is, YVisars which are Eccleſraſticall 

es in ordinary) Chancellours,or Commiſſaries ({cil. 
of the Laity) :he Biſbops in theſe times (i.of Saint Au 
enſtine and .ambroſe) had none , not ſo much as the 
Steward of the Charch might bee a Lay-man. They 
neither did then, nor riehely could they claime a Di- 
vine and Apoſtolicall right for their callings: which 
wee may the rather ſay, for the ſaying of _nacletus, 
who (about the yeare 103. being Biſhop of Rome) 
hath inone of his Epiſtles written, That there were but 
iwo orders ordained by our Saviour,viz. of Biſhops and 
Prieſts or were any more either orders or degrees either 
_ by God, or taught by the Apoſtles : whereof 

gh many doubt, in regard of that he affirmeth of 
the originall of —_—_— they will eafily affent to 
his deniall of the reſt, and what their right is,cither by 
cuſtome, or humane conſtitution, we are very doubt» 
full:and, while we doubt, we-dare not ſiweare. 
_ 4-Partic, 
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4. Partic. 


Their perpetuity notto be changed. 


— 


_— 


Ther17.Dous r. 


How farre this perpetuity propounded is to be applyed i 17.Particutar 
the Diſcipline or Government of the Char T4 Doubt. 


Tur RraASON. 


Ecaule, as before hath been obſerved, pn 
and Goycrament ſceme (atthe beginning of the 
Oath) to be the ſame ; and inthis part of it , wee find 
no cauſe to divide them: and then our Doubt is, Why, 
a gfcat part ofthe Diſcipline and Government conſ- 
ſting in Conſtitutions concerning Ceremonies, and 
other things of alterable nature (as g Theaccidenzall points of Go- 
8 A gra mu ct acknowledgeth) Ni Ml a Ho mennr eE 
wee ſhould ſwcare to 2 utty : in peadcwl Rn web _ 
whereby we conceive we ſhall croſfe, on ſuch like Rites nyo. 
at leaſt the intent of the 34. Article (to 52 = bee yaried according 
which the Clergy have ſubſcribed) mug bn red ofa. Arc. 
which ſaith, Every particular , or wa- points _—_— Dodrine of T.C. _ 
tionall Church hath authority to ordaine, Fo Ana Hal inks Alles 
h change, and aboliſh Ceremonies or agtind) > Browniſts. P.39 565.96» 
FE A ee a he ons Per of ow Seve 
; ; 
done to edifying : and withall, ſhall much impeach the- 
freedome of Synods : for they that are fore- - 
ſalled with an Oath againſt change , cannot _ 
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Doubts and Reaſons, rovching : 


- 1 Thegenerall 
Demands of 
the Miniſters 
and Profeſſors 
of Aberdence. 


Deman. 10.p.26 


k The Kings 
Declar-con- 
cerning the 
Tumults in 


Scotl.p.3 30. 


1 The Coun- 
cell of Chal- 
lons held az. 
8$13-Can.25, 
Sympſ” of the 
Churche-p.560 
$61, 


free to change (when juſt occaſion requireth) as they 
ſhould be. £4 

It is an exception made by the Divines of Tber- 
dene, againſt the Oath of the Covenant in Scotland, 
i That it taketh away all hope of a free Aſſembly or Pax- 
liament, to judge of the matter preſently debated : for 
how can thoſe (ſay they) vote freely of any matter pro- 
pounded to deciſion, and deligeration of the Charch and 
State , who have already ſworne to adhere to one part of 
the Queſtion. 

And our dread Soyeraigne in his large Declaration 
ſheweth, k That points of Diſcipline, Government, and 
Policy of the Church (even in Scotland) are declared by 
Att of Parliament, A4.20,21. to bee alterable at the 
will of the Charch it ſelfe, and ſo repealable by ſuccee- 
ding Adts, if the Church ſhall ſee cauſe. And our 
Church to this day doth profeſle a purpoſe and deſire 
of alteration of Diſcipline ; for, inthe beginning of the 
Commaination in our Service Booke, theſe are her 
words : Brethren, in the Primitive Church,there was a 
godly Diſcipline , that at the beginning of Lent , ſuch 
perſons as were notorious ſinners , were put to open pe. 
nance, c. Inſtead whereof, untill the ſaid Di (riplin 
may be reſtored again (whichthing is much to be wiſhed) 
1t i thought g00d,erc.the ſame defire appearceth in the 
Synod at! Challons, decrecing an intreaty to bee pre- 
ſented to the Emperour , That the axcient Diſcipline 
may bee reſtored againe ; and that they who ſin publickly, 
may bee brought to publick repentance, and every man 

* (according as he — may either bee excommunt- 
cated, or reconciled, 
\ And for Excommunication (in particular) which 
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Government (of which = King James nat be altered: 2:Whether in pl 
of it another coercion might not 
the nameand thing, 8&c. we CONCEIVE pax-19. 
it not onely alterable from 'that which is now , but 
(being more frequently inflied for 207-4ppearance, 
then for the fouleneſle of the offence, when it doth 
appeare) meet to be altered.and refor- n Sec Reform.leg. E: cl:f. I fol:80. 
med, according to:the » Conſtitutions 492-56 allo the form.of he ſent: 
, k : . aine Canons of 
| and Orders publiſhed by King Henry the Synod. : 571.p.2 9.30. 
the cighth, and King Eaward the fixth;and in the 
laſt Synod the caſe is much altered with Biſhops in 
their Government: for, whereas formerly they were 
> free to propound vihat Articles they thought good in 
thcir vilitations, 9 Now (70 prevent juſt 'aggrievances, 0 Can.g. 
which may bee laid upon Church-wardens, and other 
Sworn-men, by impertinent , inconvenient , or illegall 
inquiries) this laſt Synod hath cauſed a ſummary, or col- 
lettion of Viſitatory Articles (out of the Rubricke of the 
Service Booke, and the Canons,and watrantable Rules of 
the Church) to be made : which Biſhops, and other Ordi- 
naries, areto follow in their Viſtations, and none other. 
And in divers particulars the Autho- . | | 
rity of Chancellours is? altered, as fog thu ant ont ir nheee ts 
may appcarc by the 11,13,14,15,17. reſtraint. pag.77, 78. particularly 
Canons of the late Synod. And why fr Excommunication. 
another Synod.. may not (if there bee cauſe) make - 
other alterations, we know not, and we beleeve the 
may ; and that there may be need they ſhould doe ſo: 
and therefore that we may not take an Oath that wee 
will not conſent to alter that, which is of an alterable 
nature. ; ped e240 
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Object. 


3s a chiefe point of. Diſcipline -or @ ©», Whether the name might, | 
ace "i 


propounded an alceration both for - be invented. Confer.at Hamp.Courts.; 
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Doubts and Reaſans, touching 


Object. lf it be ſaid, that Government is here taken 
as diſtinguiſhed from Diſcipline; and that Diſcipline 
may bee altered, while the Government is not: wee 
ſay, o 

FO That we find no ground inthe Oath for 
that diſtin&tion ; and wee have ſhewed before, that in 
the former part, they fignifie (as Synonyma) the ſame 
things. 

- AMY if wee take the Government for that of 
the Biſhops preheminence over the Presbyters, 
| - though Biſhop Hallaverre with a confidence belong- 
q Biſh-Ha!lof ing to the Creed, 1 That the Government by Biſhops is 
Epiſcopacy- both unjverſall and unalterable : and ſo was * intended 
<p wag by the Apoſiles in their oraliyance of them; and therefore 
r Tbidp-132, is [utterly indiſpenſable”,*Wnd muſt ſo continue to the 
133 © i worlds end : yet ſome, who have been more exercifed 

5” inthe controverſie of Epiſcopall Authority then hee 

(if we may make our compariſon by what is publiſhed 

m print}and who thinke ſo well of that Prelation, as 

to hold it: as of Apoftolicall Inftitution, confeſſe, 

© Biſh-Downb. t That the Government by Biſhops is not generally, per- 

| anſy.rorde  petmally, and immutably neceſſary : and it may be that 

ov of his Which the Archbiſhop of Canterbury that now is, 

Serm-p,9- hath ſaid of Government in generall, may have an 

application to this point in particular (though hee 

u Archb. Laud Meant it not ſo) » Thrs (faith hee) 1 ſhall be bold to ſay, 

in his Epiſt. and your Majeſty may conſider of it in your wiſedome, 

De diceiore * 2þat one way of Government is not alwayes fit, or ſafe, 

charab. Speech, _ the humonrs of the people are in a continuall 
change. 

Thirdly, there is an alteration in Goyernment, - 
when they that govern have lefle Authority then chey 
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- ] . havehad, asbythe laſt Canons wee have obſerved, 
both of Biſhops and Chancellours. 

F.urthly, there may be yeta further alteration fpr 
the better , without digreſſion from the old way to 
| Novelty, or from the high way (the-right road way 
of ſuch as are truly religious) to Schiſme g which (if 
the reverend Fathers will give us leave) wee will un- 
dertake to ſhew by ſuch evidence, as in this caſc is of 
| oreateſt weight. | 


Weedare not then take an Oath againſt alteration, 
leſt therewith wee ſhould forſweare a meet Reforma- 
| tion of the Church ; which any Church may need, 
» tharthath leſſe aſſiſtance of the Spirit then the Pro- 
phets of the Old Teſtament, and the Apoſtles of the 
New; and of all of them we muſt hold,as the * Arch- * -The L. 


phets under the OId Teſtament had, and the CApoles 092-97, 
under the New ; as neither the high Prieſt with his Cler. 
gre in the Old, nor any company of Prelates or Prieſts in 
the New (ſince the Apoſtles) ever had. 


DJ . 


biſhop hath very well ſaid in his anſwerto the Jeſuit, Ar<bÞifi-that 


now is,in his, 


Such an aſiiftance of Chriſt and the holy Spirit, the Pro- angy.to 4.C, 
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Doubts and Reaſms, touching 


18. Particular 
Doubt. 


Pd oy CO En 
3171, :3-1 <4. | | 


© "That thoughthere ſhould be an alteration, 
we ſhould never give our conſent unto it, 


The words of the Oath. | 
Nor will I ever give my.conſent, &c. 


Of theſe words we have-a double Doubt. 


Theone Doup ris, - 
hy we ſbould iſmedre againſt conſent, to alter the Go- 
vernment of the Church. 

Ln DR ng Taz,REaSON. RP ILW 
[DEcaufe' fothe Government ſeemeth to be prefers 
red before the. Dodtrine : for, forthe DoQrine we 
muſt ſweare onely, that wee will not bring in, or bee 
the Inventers or Leaders in the promoting of Popiſh 
Doctrine ; but for the Government, wee muſt ſweare, 
that we will not conſent, though but as followers, for 
what others bring in: Now, as it is a leſle offenceto 
be a Follower, then a Captaine in whatſoever is evill ; 
ſoit ſeemeth to ſhew a greater care of preſervation of 
the Government of the Church by Archbiſhops,8c. 
then'of the Doctrine of Religion ; by requiring as 
ſtrit an Oath, notto bee ſecond in the change of the 

one, asnot to be firft in corrupting the other. ' 
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'then'yceld to an alteration of Epiſcopall Govern- 
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the late Oath of the ſixth Canm. 


I The other Dous r is, - 

Whether, if we ſhould thus (weare, we ſhould not be en- 19-Particular 
tangled with contradiction t0 our Governours, and to YO 
onr ſefves. © | F 

Tuyz RnasOn, | © 


PEcauſe,firſt, for our Goyernours, we are bound in 
duty to yeeld our conſents to theirlawfull Con- 
ſtitutions , though with ſome alteration of Govern. 
ment, which we can have no heart to doe, if we have 
ſworne to the contrary. 

Hereto ſome except and ſay, If they alter, we may 
alter with them ; burtthis we conceive to be too much 
fickleneſle and levity , and liker tothe Gipfie play of 
faſt and looſe, then to the grave and ſolid Aﬀevera- 
tion, which belongeth to an Oath ; which is neither 2:4 
\lighily to betaken, nor to beeflighted, when it is ta- | 
ken: for, ſo it would give none affurance tothoſe that 
tender it, who meant (as wee ſee inthe Preface of the 
Oath) to give ſecurity by Oath for conſtancy to the + 
Dodrine and Diſcipline eſtabliſhed againſt Innoyati- 
on: but there would be little aſſurance of that,if their 
meaning were this, That they that ſweare ſhould nor 
change, till their ſuperiours had changed beforc 
them. | 
Beſides, the chicfcſt of them hold the Diſcipline 
and Government by Biſhops immutable; and there- 
fore ſome of them have ſaid , they would rather dye, 


ment : but wee beleeve it would bee moreeafie for a 
Logician to convince them, that Epiſcopacy is not of - 
Wain tttg | + . Divine... 3 
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Doubts and Reaſons, touching 
Divine Right (but of an alterable nature) then for a 
Rhetorician to perſwade them to change life for 


death, this world for the next, rather then to conſent 
G to an alteration of that Government. 

B EEC There be that tell us (and wee muſt 
T Clement tne tleventh, 1mmedi- | | . . OC 
| *% apon his oath given to Charles NOT take their ſaying for a7 Papall dif- 
| the fifth, for performance of the penſation, z which opens: ſo wide a 
" Articles(accorded at his avwnry h window . that it is in vaine to ſhut the 
diſpenſed with his oath ; and by doore):of | Pp F (ſc; 
probable conjeRure had promiſed Ore} Or many Cales Or COnicience, 


ro diſpenſe with him before hand. wherein though we have ſworne, we 
So Sir Edw.Sands in his relat-p4 2+ : * 
> Maſt. Fullerin the Holy Pere, IN9Y DE dilcharged of our Oarhs ; and 


L.2.6.37-Þ4g-93. ew us a poſterne gate for anout-let 
of perjury : but wee cannot come to that gate, but by 
the wicket of inconfiderate ſwearing ; and if wee ap. 

| prehend any probable occaſions of change before- 

b® - +1 ing il hand, wee muſt not make * cHeadian or Perfian Pro- 
| theLawes'of teſtations, that we will not change. 

| the Perſians = Object. But we have _in effet done as much already 

and of ti i: (Jay {Ome) in ſubſcribing to the Booke of Common 

| be notaltered. Prayer, wherein wee promiſe to uſe the forme inthe 
| Efb.c.r.419. ſid Booke preſcribed,and none other, Can.36. 


Anſw.1. To which wee may anſwer many waies : 


as | 
"Firſt, that it isnot putupon us, as of Divine Right ; 
and being but humane, it is implycd to bee change- 
able. 

Secondly, the fore-cited Preface concerning the 
Ceremonies, and the 34.Article profeſle a mutable 
conditionin ſuch Inſtitutions. 0s 

Thirdly , -experience hath divers times explained 
that clauſe : for, other formes of prayer have beenim- 
_ poſceduponeſpeciall occaſions. Ron? 
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"= the late Oath of the foxth Canon, 
Fourthly,to leave usat more liberty, if there ſhould 
beachange, our word is taken without an Oath; for *. 
which Þ Maſter Regers commendgth the moderation - In parte F 
of our Governours. des of Bok 
Object. But in refuſing of the Oath now, for feare of gion. | 
future diſobedience, wee diſobey for the preſent. To | 
which we ſay : 
Anſs.1. That our not ſwearing is no preſent diſo. 
bedience; becauſe our confſciences cannot conſent to- 
ſwea re; and they that require the Oath wonld nor 
have us to ſweare againſt our confciences, nor againſt 
our good wills : for, one condition expreſled in ir is, 
That we ave it heartily, and willingly : nor do we con- 
ccive, that,the premiſes duely conſidered, they wonld 
have us to ſweare. | | 
Secondly, our not ſwearing in this caſc, is rather an 
obedience to our Superiours; becauſe we have alrea- 
dy ſworne totheir Authority and Power for ſuch al. 
terations, both for the preſent,and for their heires and 
ſucceffpurs: and fo our promiffory Oath in this cafe 
(if we ſhould take it ) would be with certaine prejudice 
to another mans right ; aud conſequently conld not bee 
attended with juſtice : and the prejudice would bee more 
unjuſt , becauſe dene to the right of publicke and ſove- 


raigne Authority, as < Biſhop Hall obſerveth in his 77. < Biſh.Hall | 
arab propoſitions. js wo, = apof 


And thirdly, forour ſelves, we doubt it is not ſafe 
to ſweare that wee will not conſent to any alteration 
in Government ; fince wee cannot but like it well 
enough, if in ſome particulars it were more confor- 
mable tothe condition of the ancient Church: as if it 
ſhould pleaſc his ſacred Majeſty , inthe cleRion of 


FF OS. 
«pa > 


p) 


Bas; Wi 4129) 

5.19; ES 0G ps 
; DS Hon 3 CAE, 
KL B36 as PS PEA 


Der” 


- dcrat.ad Engen lib.z-Cap.2.001.878, 


_ adconcilium admiſh erant tempo- 


 &c.8-pag-178. 


D 


" bis novum fa- 


- quod jampridem communi confilio, &c. Cypr.ep.2 4.Presbyt.& Diac. 1 
{+  Epiſcopatus mei ſtatui nihil fine conſilio yeſtrov-privata ſententia gerexe.Cyp.cp.6:p.1 


* 
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Doubts and Reaſons, touching 


Biſhops,to have reſped to the ſuffrage of the Cler- 
2 Ul WF LPIIPREY, of the vacant Diocefle, as the 
ri, ut in Dei nomine ſana Eccle- q Emperour Charles the Great had, 
Ga uo liberizs potirerur honore. when hee publiſhed a Decree to that 
p12 ny yrngert vo. purpoſe, according to the < ancient 
col.2.Concil. Antrelians Can.i0+Con- practice of the Church. 
2 . t6/homr* ame And if, when Biſhops Are eleed, 
tio 145 annorum Gi exſuom- EDAt Either love, or ſome law of Au- 
mero unum eligiſſe, &c. Cbamier. thority might reſtore Presbyters to 
700/2-10.10.6a 3-Þ:350.34-3-1296 their ancient Rights, and participation 
* Spalat.e Republ. Eccleſib.3. c.3. Of the Government of the Church, 
P4g-339-349, 400-Bernard.de conſi- which they had inthe Primitive times: 
whereof St. f Hierome ſaith , That the 
Church was governed by the common 
Councell of the Presbyters : which 8 Ba- 
row acknowledgeth, and h Biſhop 
Downham ſaith, no man denicth; and 
this,not only until there was a Schiſm, 
and the people divided themſelves, 
under the names of Paul, _d4pollo,and 
Cephas ;but afterwards,as is plaine by 
ſeverall teſtimonies of Saint Cypriaz (befides others) 
; Ur quz circa for hee (writing to the Pricſts and. Deacons) calleth 
Eccenz84- them Brethren, and telleththem;That it is hjs i deſire, 
licas commu- for thoſe things that concerne the government of the 
ni expo ut, Church , that (.as the publicke benefit requireth) they 
&c.Cypr.ep.6. treat of them with common Counſell : and in their ab- 
edit. Pamel-p12 ſence he kprofeſſerh, That he did nothing , but what 
-F3 ve i vo- Was concluded before by their common advice: and | that 


#t was his reſolution from the firſt time of his being Bi- 


Fox Martyrol.tom.1-J.5-C0l.2. Con- 
cil,Bafl.ſiſ.3f0/.448. 

Communi Presbyterorum con- 
filio Eccleſiz regebantur, Hicron-in 
Tit.1.5.10.9-fol 153. 

g Presbyrteri & Seniores pariter 


re primezvo-Bar0r, Annal.ad an-58. 
ZlbeIO,1 Is 1071.10.57 2. 

h Biſh.Downhams defence of his 
conſecrat,Serm-l.1.c.7.þ.142,143- 
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the late Oath of the ſoxth Canm. 


ſhop, to dce nothing of his owue private conceit , but by 
their counſell. | 

Biſhop Downham bringing ina ſentence of Ambroſe 
ſouriding tothe ſame ſenſe, maketh this anſwer unto _ 
it, "Ambroſe, and others thought it needfull , that a abun 
Presbytery of grave and ancient Miniſters , ſhould with $erm.l.x.cop.7- 
their counſell, adviſe and aſgiſt the Biſhops in caſes of Þ-16t- 
deubt (as Door Bilſon ſaith) in caſes of danger and 
importance , when as yet neither Synod could aſſemble, 
nor Chriſtian Magiſtrate was found to aſiiſt the 
Church, | 

But when Synods were aſſembled,then Presbyters 
were aſſembled with the Biſhops ; and, as Presby- . 
ters had deciſive voices with them , as» DoQor Field *,NCET 
confeſſeth : obſerving withall,concerning the number 7.:.c.35-p.514 
of Biſhops,” and thoſe that were not Biſhops in ſuch 
Ecclefiaſticall Aſſemblies, that in a® Councell of La- 9 794<42.49: 
teran, there were preſent 482.Biſhops, and 800.Ab. ***#7 - 
bots, who (ſaith he) have Jeſſe to doe then Presbyters in 
the exvernment of the Church, ; 

Wherein he implyeth, that there ſhould be, many 
more then two Convocation Clerkes in a Dioceſſe, 
to adviſe and vote ata Synod: And in our Dioceſan 
Synods, whichare yearly called (according to the an- WR 
cient? Canon and Cuſtome) wee are all ſummoned ?, 0” 46 
to appeare in the Conſiſtory , as in the name of a car.g0.f1.165- 
Synod. But when we come thither, we have fo little £7474 
power and liberty allowed us, cither for diſcuſſion or wt 
determination of any matter (wherein Presbyters, | 
both ihiright and fat, have had a freedome hereto- 
fore) that moſt of us appeare rather as Delinquents, 
ſtanding at the Conliſtoriall Barre, or (at the beſt) as . 

| F -N Ges PS. Clients, 


5b We 
FEET, : 
Ps - q 5 . 


Doubts and Reafms, touching 


Clients, or Tenents paying a tribute of ſuit and ſer- 
vice at the Courts of their Landlord. So that we may 
q Olim hiconventus indiceban- take up the complaint of Duarenus the 
eur, ut Epiſcopus fimul cum Preſ- famous Civilian, 2 © ff old $ 'ynods were 
byteris de diſciplina cleri, de £3u- paffed, that the Biſhops and Presbyters 
fis,&c. ſed hujus honeſtiſſimi in- F he Dill; N 
ſtituti vix umbram hodie videmus. ſhoul zreal of 1 Diſcipiune oft 4 Cler- 
Fr.Duaren,de Min-!.t-c.1 1.fol-13- gie : of Eccleſiaſticall cauſes , ayd of F/ 
vine Doetrine : for there was no matter of any great 
weight, which the Biſhops without that Senate would de- 
termine : but now (ſaith hee) wee can ſcarce diſcerne [0 
much as a ſhadow of that moſt honeſt inſtitution. 
In the fourth Councell of Carthage, about the 
yeare 401. (beſides many other Conſtitutions in the 
| behalfe and in honour of Presbyters) it was decreed, 
\%y vas ppl ib. r That 4 Biſhop ſhould not determine any mans cauſe, but 
+ oedirer. in preſence of his Clergie : © That the Biſhop , though in 
Longi. the Church, and in the Aſſemblies of the Presbyters, hee 
aig 34 ſhould ſit in an higher place ; yet privately ſhowld uſe his 
Presbyters as Colleagues: and ſitting himſelfe, ſhould not 
ſuffer a Presbyter 10 ſtand. 
Andas Presbyters were not to bediſdainedby the 
© Biſhops, butro be taken into a reſpeRtive ſociety with 
* QuiEpi®- them (for the * name of a Biſhop was anciently rather 
F benum 4 name of labour, then of honour ; rather of duty, then of 
opus defiderat: djgnity;) ſo were they ſo much to be honoured by the 
lo quid x Deacons below them (as «ſubordinate to them as 
piſcopus, quia Well as to the Biſhops) * That a. Deacon might not ſit 
nomen eſt ope- 
ris, non honoris——intelligat ſe non eſſe Epiſcopum, qui przefſe defiderat, non pro- 
defle. Ang.de civ.Deil.19.c.i 9.tomg p.13z10. u Diaconusitaſe Presbyteri , ut Epi- 
ſcopi miniſtrum eſſe cogtioſcat. Cont. Carthag.q. Can.rt7. x Nec ſedere quidem li- 
cet medio Presbyterorum Diaconos. Concil. Nicer. 1.Can-14:fol.go. Ne Diaconus coram 
Presbytero ſedeat-Concil. Aralat.Can1 5 .Tit.Canyol-7 0.Concil.Conſtantinop.6.Can.7,Dia> 
' conus quoliber loco jubente Presbytero ſedeat-Contil.Carthe4. Can; g. 
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the late Oath of the ſixth Cann. @ © 91 


- A 4M _ 


among thiſe that were Presbyters, as was decreed inthe 
firſt Councell of Nice: And fo it was | 
obſerved at Rome (as? Hierome hath Ow 2h ng bene pa 
noted ) untill wice increaſed; And lim increbeſcentibus vitiis, ab= 
then (ſaith he) in he abſence of the Bi- (are Friep dr Diconees 
(kop, 1 have ſeene Deacons te ſit in the wm.z.pag.z34. , 
preſence of Presbyters. 
And though in later times one Biſhop hath had 

power enough to undoe many Presbyters for ſmall 

matfers ; yet heretofor ©, ina criminall z Cauſe criminalis Epiſcopi a 
cauſe, A Presbyter could not bee con- CH 
demned by fewer then ſix Biſhops » A i a celine, cums propels Betis 
Biſhop indeed, as an elder brother, had a Concil.Carth.2.Can.xo.fol.11 1-4: 
double portion to cenſure him ; (for twelve were requiſite 
for a doome againſt a Biſhop : and the Deacon (as a 
younger brother 10 a Presbyter ) had but halfe ſo many to 
give judgement of him as the presbyter had. 

Now, if with ſecurity of the publicke peace, and 

the favour of our Superiours, there ſhould bee any al. 

teration in the Ecclefiaſticall Government ; wherein = 
we might be aflured to be dealt withall, if not as Bre- 
thren (as® ſome of the Epiſcopall order have profeſ* 2 Nos omnes 
ſed, and pleadedon our behalfe) yet rather as ſonnes Erifori me- 
to reverend Fathers, then as ſervants to imperious —_ Predipdek 
Lords, we dare not be ſuch hypocrites,as to forſweat 195 omnes eſſe 


aconſentto that which wee conceive to bee our right, 231.02 2ne® 
and cannot but be willing to enjoy. Miniſterio, 
non famulos 


non mancipia z eaſque jure divino non minorem habere in paſcendo populo Dei pote= 
Katem quam nos habemus. Spalat.de RepubeEccleſ.l,2.6.9,pag.2 34. 
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Doubts and Reaſos, touching 


20, Particular 
Doubt. 


" M*.E.B, of 
the M.T. 


Tur Oarn, 


——Nor yet ever to ſubject itto the uſurpa- 
tions and ſuperſtitions of the See of Rome. 


The2o.Dous r is, 


Why in this part of the Oath mention ts made rather of 
the See of Rome, ther of the Church of Rome. 


| Tur RrasON; 


REcauſe, though an: ordinary Reader obſerve. no 
—materiall diffcrence. betwixt them, yet wee are 
taught by a * judicious Lawyer, that there 75 as much 
difference betwixt the See of Rome, and the Church of 
Rome, as betwixt treaſon and treſpaſſe : and he proveth 
his poſition by the 23.of E/iſ.cap.t. where it is ſaid, 
That to be reconciled to the Sce of Rome is treaſon ; but to 
be reconciled to the Church of Rome is not treaſon : For 
then (ſaith he) every Papiſt of the Church of Rome 
ſhould be a Traitour (being a member of that Church, 
and therefore reconciled to it.) Now the See of Kome 
(ſaith he) 7s nothing elſe but the Papacy, or Supremacy 
of the Pope, whereby, by vertue of the Canon\unam San- 
Qam] made by Pope Boniface the eighth, he: challengeth 
4 ſuperiority of JuriſdiFion and coercion over all Kings 
and Princes upen earth ; and thoſe perſons which take 
Juramentum fidei contained in the Councell of Trent, 
(which acknowledgeth this Supremacy )are ſaid tobere- 
ronciled 10 the See of Rome, | 


© | 4 ol 
s y , 


But 


' the late Oath of the ſixth Canon. 


But the Church of kome is nothing elſe but a number 
of men within the Popes Dominions, or elſewhere , pro- 
fe[ting the Religion of Popery. So the meaning of the 
Oath in this clauſe of ir, as hee conceiveth, may bee 
this, Tou muſt not ſubject the Church of England to the 
See of Rome ; but you may ſubject it to the Ehnrch of 
Rome. 

That there might be ſome ſuch fubtle meaning in 
the choice of that phraſe, 7 have ſome reaſon (laith he) 
#0 imagine, ſince 1 find intheir late Bookes,that they [ay 
the Church of Rome is a true Church , and ſalvation to 
be hadinit. 

Becauſe this Doubt hath Law for its ground (the 
knowledge whereof properly belongeth to another 
profeſſion) we would not take upon us to deliver it in 
our own names, but inthe name of that learned Laws- 
yer, to whom we are beholding for the diſtintion of 
thoſe termes ; and if they ſhould not bee rightly ap- 
plyedto the words of the Canon, or to the meaning 
of thoſe that made it (wherein hee ingageth himſelfe 
no- further, then probable conjecture ; and ſo farre 
reacheth the reaſon hee alledgerh forit) yet that may 
beunto usa further occafionof doubt; and themore 
wedoubt, the keſfe warrant we have for the taking of - 
the Oath. 


I. #1 5 of 
"4 PF, < X 
4; +> Sh : 
— _ --* wt - 
FE: A od Y 


Doubts and Reaſons, touching 


| - $1.Particulat 
|  Doubt- 


SHOPEDEDPSHPHOO SSH 
Trz Oarn. 

And all theſe things I doe plainly and fin- 
cerely acknowledge, and ſweare, according 
to the plaine and common ſenſe of het. 
words, without any equivocation, or mentall 


evaſion, or ſecret reſervation whatſoever. 


The2r1.Dous r. 


How wee can ſweare to a plaine and common ſenſe and 
underſtanding of the Oath. 


Tur RrtaSONeo 


_ we doe not find the words plain, but very 
ambiguous, as is already evident by the prece- 
dent Doubts :nor do we know, what ſenſe or under- 
ſtanding of them wecan call common) ſincethe Oath 
is new, and is in many particulars ſo variouſly expoun- 
ded, that yet it is not apparent to us, what conſtruci- 
on beareth away the plurality of voices. The Oath 
then muſt be well expounded before it can bee taken, 
elſe cquivocation will hardly be avoided. 


5 the late Oath of the faxth C, = I - | "0 
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Tur OATH \ 
And this I doe heartily, willingly, and tru- 
ly, &c. 
The 22.Dous r. 
What willineneſſe is requiredin the taking of this Oath, tz.particular 


Doubt, 
TurRrASON 


PEcaule the words [heartily, and willingly] in con- 
formity to the forme of ſubſcription, ſer downe 
inthe 36.Canon, import a plenary conſent , without 
any grudging or reluancy of the heart, or will : as, 
when a man hath a mind to take it, with a freedome 
to refuſe it ; according to the ſaying of Sexeca, Þ 1f you Þ Sivis ſeire | - 
would know whether I be willing or no, leave mee at li- —— 
berty to be unwilling : but wee conceive it cannot be ſo le. Sexec.de Be- - 
in this caſe, at leaſt with many of the Miniſtry , who PCC | 
would by no meanestake it , but for feare of the pe. ****** 
nalty annexed tothe not rakihg of it :and ſo their wil- 
lingnefſe is no more then ſuch as this, 7 am willing to 
take the Oath, becauſe I amunwilling to be deprived of 
my Miniſtry and Meanes; and ſo to bee undone for refu. 
fall of it : As a man caſts his goods into the Sea in a 
Tempeſt , leſt himſclfe and they ſhould periſh toge- 
ther. - L— 
And then, whether ſhould we not rather be abſol: abſolutio per 
ved from ſucha <timerous Oath;according to the Ca. HEE 
non Law (if wee had taken it) thenprefled to rake it, pecrer.1.2.c.2. 
when having no heart or good will unto it, we cannot{,,. 5 TePdgete | 


i 
hog +a s 


- 


he . 
be” 25 


Te att - 


. a; L $---x 
_— 


_ 


96 + » Doubts and Reaſons, touching : ; ; F | 


—_— —__—— 


ſay we ſweare heartily avd willingly in any other ſenſe 
then hath been ſaid, without hypocrifie: and conſe- 
quently, not without perjury alſo. 

Thus much of the firft part propoſed , which con- 
cerneth the Oath it ſelfe ; the ſecond part is of the 
Interpretation of the Oath. 
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23.Particular How the Doubts of the Oath may be reſolved and cleared. 
Doubt, 
| Tur Rrasox. 


| PEcaule in this caſe it will not ſarisfie to ſay, as the 
Caluiſts on both ſides (wee meane Proteſtant and 
Popiſh) reſolve, That the words of an Oath muſt be t4- 
s has curry ff ken (as this Oath conformable to the 
i >> Oath ofc Allegiance hath it)* accor- 
f Eo ſenſu accipienda ſunt verba ding to the plain and common ſenſe,and 
Juramenti, quo audientes Acceptu- gy Joy landing ; for what that ts, is not 
ros judicamus, & quem habent in W; 4. had 
communi omnium uſu , quia ver- J e tiſe overed : 1n Wee beleeve the 
borum bignificatio pendet ex ho- Diyines of Aberdene ſaid well, 5 That _ 
On __ de conſe.89-4+ he words of an Oath ſhould be cleare 
Aoranflit.vol.1..11--8.col-742 and plaines and if they be any way am» 
£ The Miniſt. and Profeſſours of biguomus , thetrue ſenſe of them ſhould 
Aberdene in their generall De- 
mands-Þag.14. _ bee ſo declared and manifeſted , that 
all may know it. 


Asto fatisfie the Doubt , which many made con- 
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the late Oath of the ſixth Canin. 


cerning the ſigne of the Crofſle in Baptiſme : Or (as «-- 
h Biſhop Morzon more warily writctb)the Croſleafter Þ Biſ0wron = 
Baptiſme was a particular i Canon ſer forth for de- Com. : 
claration thereof, and for removall of all ſuch ſcruples i Can.zo. 

as might any way trouble the conſciences of them,who are 
indeed rightly religions. : 

k Some thiake it ſufficient, according to the diate th c_ 
of charity, totake the words of the Oath in the moſt fr peat 
favourable ſenſe, which is expounded by ſome, as ha- da regul-Ju- 

. ving reference tothoſe who impoſe it, of whoſe in. 5552097 
tention we are bound to make the fHireſt, and moſt fa- xeform.leg.fc- = 
vourable conſtruction. cleſ-printed 48. 

Some take the favour to themſclyes, and make ''*” 

ſuch a ſenſe of them , as may moſt conduce to their 
owne Intereſts , whether for advantage, or for avoi- 
dance of damage or danger : and ſo cometh in the 
Colluſion of the Jeſuits by cquivocation , or mentall 
reſervation, to fave themſelves from being diſcovered 
in their dangerous defignes. 
This is ſomewhat like that, which ſome ſay of 
Manna, that it was that. toevery mans tafte, wherewith 
it was moſt delighted. Sothat ſhall be the meaning of 
the Oath, which beſt pleaſeth any that is totake it. | 
CAzorim,a famous Caſuiſt of the'Tgnatian order, j 1, gvo ju- 
determineth, 1 7hat in 4 Judiciall Court an Oath muſt diciali ſemper 
be taken according to the common ſenſe of the words : * jurendum 
m but in the Court of conſcience all men hold(ſaith hee) — | 
that it muſt bee underſtood according to the mind of him ſenſfum quem +» 
that ſweareth : as if Futtice and Con(cience held con- ar appr : "A 
trary Tribunalls inthe ſoule , as Juſtice and Equity in rwnem homi. 
407. Inſtit.vol-1.4.11.c.8.col.742, m Excommuni hominum ht Re 4 
in foro conſcientiz ſemper accipicndum eſt juxra jurantis mentem- cu "A 
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F- Y- Ws S, 
Doubts and Reaſons, touching 
the ſtate z and the ſame Oath might be right inthe one, 
and wrong inthe other. 
An abſurdity like that, which our dread Soveraign 
a The Kings derideth in his large Declaration, viF, nThat the ſame 
large Decla-= confe ffion of faith, conſiſting of the ſame words and (yl. 
= oy me Lables ſworne without Authority, if it ſhall be comman. 
Scorl.p.176, ded by Ambhority, becommeth a new and a:ſſerent confeſ? 
fion of the faith. | 
There is a third opinion (concerning the ſenſe of an 
Oath) to avgment the doubt, though ſo much lefle 
doubtfull, as it bfingeth with it the better Authority ; 
and the Authority for it is no lefſe then Royal, the 
ſenrence of a great and gracious King (and, which is 
o 1bidp.177- more tous, Our King) who reſolveth, 97hat a» 04th 
[6 maſt be either taken, or refuſed , according tothe knowne 
 pitidp-347, intention of him that aoth miniſter it,? eſpecially, if it 
be a new Oath. 
To the ſame ſenſe, though in different words ; ſay 
q The Minit. the 4 ,Aberdene Divines: An Oath is t0 be given ac- 
and Proteſiors cording 10the mind and judgement of him that requireth 


of 4 berdene in 


theirgenerall #5 Which words [miniſtreth: and requireth} make 
g up 
Demands-p.14 the meaning to bee , Thar hee that miniſtreth an Oath 
(who may bee fome ſubordinate Officer) muſt give it 
inthat ſenſe, which he that requireth (that is, hee from 
whoſe Authority and Power it proceedeth) doth ins 

tend, 

That conſtruQion wee are taught to make, by the 
: explanation of the Oath in Scotland, publiſhed by the 
r Theexpls- right Honourable the L_ Marqueſſe Hamiltoun his 
canon 0r.che. Majeſties high Commiſſioner there, intheſe words: 
n his Majeſtics 3 Oatbs muſt be taken, according to the mind, intention, 


__ Deflat. aud commandement of that Amhority which aſhes 
Si : n cal | ; Ga ie 
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the late Oath of the ſixth (anon. 

the Oath : For (as wee conceive) it reſts'notin the 
power of an inferiour (whether hee bce the taker or 
miniſter of the Oath) to put his private conceipt for 
the ſenſe (which is the ſoule) of a publicke conſticuci. 
on : and if hee doe ſo, wee cannot but doube of it 
(though it ſeeme never ſo plauſible) unleſle it bee al- 
lowed by the Authority , which chargeth the Oath 
upon the conſcience : For, | , 

Firſt,as\ Biſhop Hall well faith, The Church (which C Biſt-Hu!! in 

makes the Canon, and by the Canon decrees the M5 Prone of, 
Oath) 4s it i a collefFive body, ſo it hath a torigne of her ,4tjon.16.2. 
owne, ſpeaking by the common voice of her $ynods, Cop. t#.10-p.109.. | 
fe frions, Articles, Conſtitutions,Catechiſmes, Litargies : 
a tongue nor onely to ſpeake the text of her determi- 
nation ; but to make a Commentſifnecd be) to cleare 
it : and, if any ſingle perſon ſhall take upon him to bee 
the month of the Church, his inſolency is juſtly cenſure- 
able : So he. 

Secondly, Oaths are impoſed for matterof caution 
and ſecurity to thoſe that impoſe them, that they may 
relye upon them without doubt or diſtruſt : and how 
can that be, when we takethem in another ſenſe then 
they that require them doe meane, or will admit of. 

The old rule (which is a maxime) ſaith, © He offends 4- t Ts commitiic 
gainſt the law, who cleaving tothe words of the law, lea- i" grmggui 
weth the will of the law,that is, of the Law-maker : For, completers, 
the law it ſelfeis a dead letter, and hath no will at all. <onralegis ni- 

There are ſome of our Brethren, who (ingood will vaons Regul, Fi 

to themſelves and us) have undertaken to expound riz83. -—- 
the Oath fo as that they and we, without ſcruple, may 

take it : and we take kindly their good intention, and, - 
in good will to them againe, requeſt them to conſider, 
27 -, Om That 
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100 | * Doubts and Reaſons, touching 


Thar a private interpretation of a publicke aR+can 
give no ſatisfaction, unleſle it be either expreſly, or 
vertually allowed by the higheſt Authoriry that doth 
impoſe it ;and then it is made publicke : but why they | | 
ſhould exveR ſuch an approbation of their private 
opinions, we cannot imagine ; andif that would ſerve 

the turne, we could find in our hearts (and it may bee 

in our heads too)'to make as mollifying a gloſſe on 

the Oath, as they have done: and ſuch a one, as might 

be more ſatisfatory to our conſciences, then theirs 

can be. ' 

But the Authority of interpretation of any doubt 
(in ſuch a publicke a) belongeth properly not to 4 
private, but to publicke perſons, eſpecially, if 
they bee Authorized by the Synod for-ſuch a pur- 

7 BR STS" HNINT pole :.as in the late Synod wee ſee, 

u Quod f1 in poſterum aliqua du- | . 
bia,ambiguitares, &c. oriantur in** where the Doubts CONCETNINS the 
c0 m__ + +" 51x" mma benevolence of the Clergy granted to 
romanbiguirumsdiffeulenany his Majeſty, are ordered, tobe deter- 
nes fient per reyerendiffimum in Mined by the LdH# chbiſhop of Yorke, 
Chriſto patrem Archicpiſcopum.* ze Biſhop of Durham, the- Biſk op of 
Eboracenſem, Dominos Epiſcopos : FT 
Dunelmenſcm, Ceftrienfem ; & C/&ſter, and the Biſhop of Carlile, or b 
Carliolenſem, aut duos eorundem, i#w0 of them at the leaſt , whereof the 
6 7 ann ING 20 Archbiſhop is to bee one : andinother 
the benevolence or contribution Doubts (whercof there is no certaine 
by the Clergie, pag.2 5. rule of Reſolation ſct) it is probable, 
the deciſion ſhould bee given by the ſentence of the 
— cho ſuch like Judges. 

For private men, though learned, if they take upon 
them the Interpretation of-publicke Dicats, may be 
more like to light on mutuall contradictions of cach 
ther, then ogthetrue-and proper conſtruction of the 
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"the late Oathof the ſixth Cam, on 


Text they interpret. So did x Yega and Soto, ? Sotoand x Hiſt ofthe © - * 
Cathcrinus , who wrote againſt each other contrary Famellot © 
D Trent.lib.2. 
Comments upon the Councell of Trent. In which pag.z:6. 
| | reſpe& it wasa wile advice given to the Pope by the y 7142-229. 
| z Biſhop of Beſtice, viz. To appoint 4 Congregation for » 1bid.8. 
the expounding of the Councell z, and well followed by ?**** 
him, when he forbade all ſorts of perſons, Clerkes, or La- 
icks (being private men) to make any Commentaries, 
Gloſſes, Annotations, or any Interpretation whatſoever 
upon the Decrees of that Conricell, 
Dodtor Burges indeed made an' Interpretation of 
his owne ſubſcription ; but there had been no validity 
init (as we conceive) unlefſe it had been allowed by 
the ſuperiour powers ; and ſo it was: for (as hee ſaith.) 
a It was accepted by King James , and the Archbiſhop of * Do&.Burges 
Canterbury affirmed it to bee the true ſenſe and meaning ——_—— 
of the Church of Englana, ' dcd Pamphlet 
And if wce ſhould take: the Oath, and a Notary P:<fat 7.26. 
publicke record it, upleſle our expoſition of jt were 
publickly and lawfully(for favourably is not ſufficient) 
both allowed and recorded alſo, wee may haply bee 
charged with the crime of perjury : and unable fairly 
and effeually to free our ſelves from that charge, un- 
leſſe by Authority wee were permitted to conclude 
our 'Oath with the ancicntclauſe of limitation, viz; b Hzc omn;... 
b ſo farre 48 agreeth with the ſacred Scripture , with the Þus partibug 
| z Civill and Eccleſiaſticall Lawes of thu Kingdome, and _ 70s quibah 
asfarre as our abilities will afford. hs 


. # . o 0 = gibus Civili- 
bus & Eccleſiaſticis hujus regni conſenttunt; & quantum vires mez patientur, Re/prm, 
leg.Eccleſ.de Furc,capel1 Fol.-105 a. / 
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| * Doubts and Reaſons, touching 


. all Batchlours , and Dodtors in Divinity, Law, or Phy. 


| all ſuch as being Natives,or naturalized, come to be in- 


| ſhops, and why not Students of the Innes of Court as 
well as Students of the Univerſity. The reaſon may . 


. Thethird Parr. = hs 
of the per ſons that muſt take the Oath. 


h Hnns! are CArchbiſhops and Bifhops , and all other 
Prieſts and Deacons in places exempt , or not ex- 
empt : So in the Prefatory Speech betore the Oath, 
and inthe direction that followeth it, ir is impoſed 07 
all that are Beneficed , or dignified in the Church , all 
Maſters of Arts (the ſons of Noblemen ontly excepted) 


ſicke, on all that are licenſed to prattiſe phyſicke , on all 
Regifters, Aftuaries, and Prottors , all Schoolemaſlers, 


corporated into the univerſities here, having taken ae. 
ereein any forraine — ,0n all that take holy Or- 
ders at the time of their Ordination, and all that receive 
collation , inſtitution , or Ucence to preach or ſerve axy 
care; that is, briefly, on all who by Ecclefiaſticall or .4- 
cademicall ſubordination to the Synod , or to the chiefe 
perſons ; ry are moſt ſabjet? to_ impoſition, and pe- 
nalty, which anſwereth the Doubt of ſome , demanding 
why Judges are not to bee ſworne as well as the Bi- 


be, becauſe they are not in ſuch a degree of ſubordi. 
nationto Biſhops, or others, who are members of the 
Convocation or Synod, as thoſe who are particularly 
rehearſed in the Canon. 


The 
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the late Oath oft the foxthCamn, 


The 24. Dous r. | 975 
Why the fonnes of Noblemen are excepted, and privj- 24Particulas. | 
ledgtd from taking thu 0ath, when they take the ag. 2 
greeof Maſters of Arts. | | 


Tur RrasSON. 


PeEfore we retider it, we profeſſe that we take this 
Doubt to be of a different kind from thoſe which - 4 
hitherto wee have propofed , fince it is without the 
compaſle both of the words and explication of the 
Oath, from whence all our ſcruples of conſcience hi- 
therto have been derived. 

Yet becauſe we haveheard this 2»ere put forth by 
many, and not well anſwered by any, we crave leave 
to propoſe it , and to deliver ſome probable conje- 
ures upon it ; leaving the certain Reſolution to thoſe - 
who are better acquainted with the crye cauſes. - 
thereof. 

.  Objed, That exception of the ſonnes of Noblemen :: 
hath been excepted againſt by ſome for this reaſon : 
Rea. Becauſe their example in ſwearing to the 
Doarine and Diſcipline of rhe Church, would bee of 
great moment to the maintenance of both : and there- 
fore they thinke it more meet, that they ſhould begin 
this ſacred atteſtation (whom others would bee moſt 
ready and forward to follow) then that they ſhould 

have a particular _— to freethem from it. 

Objee#. If it be ſaid, When others take Oath, they 
take none, but make their proteſtations and promiſes 
in verbo honoris : 


Anſv. That is tre, butneitheris fo much mated 
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FT 
Doubts and Reaſons, touching 
of them in this caſe; or, if it were , two particulars 
. would be returned by way of reply : The one, . 
That Archbiſhops and Biſhops are to take the 
2 The Kings Oath, who 2 take place of their right Honourable Fa- 
En thers, both Earles and Lords; and fo it can be no dif- | 
5 Sddo.21 -. honour to their ſonnes, to doe as ſuch reverend, and 
b Epiſcopi & Regis verbum ſeu O Much honouredPrelates have done, 
affirmario fine juramento fit irre- eſpecially, ſince Biſhops have beene 
Sage gr Wan ut ep » matched with Kings in the preroga- 
Spelman de conſil.tom.1.p.196- tive of irrefragable regard and belicfe 
of their words without an Oath : The other, 
c Seepag.1322 Thatas the ſonnes of Noblemen were to be belee- 
ſq tina. cd, when they teſtified any thing in verboc honoris; 
ſo were the Clergy to be beleeved, when they did the 
like i verbo Sacerdotis. And by Juſtinians Code (if we 
may take it upon the word of a Popiſh Prieſt z for we 
d Wars 2#od- haye not met with it in the originall) 47he word of a 
lbetspay.12. Pricſt was rated to the Teſtimonies of twelve of the Laity, 
But the priviledge of the Nobility yet remaineth, and 
thatof the Clergy now is loſt : which may give us juſt 
occaſion to examine , whether they have not beene 
moretrue to their honour, then moſt of us to the ſin- 
cerity of our ſacred Profeſſion; and if they have, they 
may bce priviledged from the taking of this Oath, 
though we be not. | 
It is probablealſo, that they were exempted upon 
eſpeciall reſpects, both of i»genuity and prodence : of ” 
ingenuity, by thoſe Clergy men, who were bound to 
all honourable obſervance of fuch noble Families, as 
had been meanes to preferre them; and of prudence, 
in preventing a repulſe to their purpoſe : for it was. not 
like that che Nobility would ſuffer their ſonnes to bee 
ls Ec. | entangled . | 
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of the foxth Cano. © 

entangled with ſuch an Oath, as is prejudiciall to the 
conſcience : and (as many Lawyers alledge ) to the - 
obedience due to his moſtexcellent Majeſty, and his 5.4 
Royall Succeſlours. - 

That which we reade in the Conference at Ham- 
pton Court, gives us juſt occaſionſo to conceives | 
which is, That when there was ue of the < Oath ex c CR a 
officio, oxe of the Lords compared it to the courſe of the bmay” —— 5 
Spaniſh Tnquiſition ;and if the Nobility had diſtaſted it, 4 
and renouncedit , it would have given the greater en- . 
conragement to others to ſtand out againſt it, 

| Howſoever, Gods providence hath moſt wiſely or- 
dered their exemption from ſwearing ; for, ſince the 
Nobility are not required to take this Oath, their de- 
fire andeendeayour to have the aggrievance of it remo- 
ved from others (as their petition to his Majeſty be- 
fore the Parliament ſheweth) doth evidence their no- 
ble, religious, and charitable minds towards all ſich, 
as by their mediation may bee ſecured from ſuffering 
in thcir conſciences by taking, or intheir liberties and 
eſtates for refuſall thereof. 

For which pious compaſſion many thouſands,eſpe- 
cially we of the Tribe of Lew, are teply obliged to 
praiſe God for their Honours, and to pray to him for 
his vigilant providence and potent proteQion., both 
over them and their honourable Progeny. 
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"Doubts and Reaſons, touching _ 


The fourth or laſt part is, 
4Part. Of the penalty of the Oath. 


The words of the Canon. 


FF any man Beneficed, or dignified in the Church of 
England, or any other Eccleſiaſtical perſon, ſhall ye. 
fuſe to take the Oath, the Biſhop ſkall give him 4 

moneths time 1 informe himſelfe © and at the moneths 
end, if he refuſe totakeit, he ſhall be ſuſpended ab offie 
cio, 4nd havea ſecond moneth granted; andif then hee 
refuſe to take it, hee ſhall be ſuſpended ab officio & be- 
neficio , aud have a third meneth granted him for his 
better information : bat if (at the end of that moneth 

he refuſe to take the Oath above named, hee ſhall by the 
Biſhop bee deprived of all his Eccleſtafticall promotions 
whatſoever, and execution of his Fundtion ,, which hee 
holds in the Church of England. 


— 2 —_—_— 


Ofthis, our 25.Dous r is, 


»5.Particular Concerning the difference betwixt the command and 
Doubt. commination of the Canon, 


Taz RrasoOx. 


Ecauſe, where a law is rightly grounded, and a 
penalty for breach of it impoſed, there the offen. 
ders are legally cenſured, with an equall and imparti- 
all juſtice ; bat here it ſeemeth to us to be much other- 
wiſe : for, of all thoſe perſons of ſeyerall callings,pro- 
feſlions, ordegrees, before rehearſed, and required to 
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the are Oath ofthe focth Coon. 


rake the Oath, onely Clergy men are upon their refu- 
fall of tobe puniſhed : and that,. though graduatly, 
yet with as much ſeverity as any Ecclefiaftical Au- 
thority can inflict: for, they within three moneths are 
to be put out both of their miniſtry and means; while 
all others(though they refuſe the Oath as well asthey) 
are by the Canon not to bee the worſe for their refu- 
fall. 

It may bce, the'Biſhops may prohibit ſome to pra- 
iſe Phyficke, othersto teach Schoole, that will not 
fwearc ; and they that will not take the Oath, perhaps 
ſhall take no orders at their hands : and for Regiſters, 
Acuaries, and Procors of their Courts, if they refuſe 
it, itmay be they will refuſe them , and putthem out 
of their offices ; but the Canon concludeth nothing a- 
painſt any one, but Ecclefiaſticks, eſpecially Beneficed 

reachers ; which, whether it may more incline ſuch 
to love, or feare thoſe who lay theſe heavie penalties 
uponthem, there is none ſo fimple , but may ſoone 
perceive z nor is any ſo wile, as in this to ſee either the 
compaſſionof the reverend Prelates, as their fathers; 
or the charity of inferiour Clerks, as their brethren : 
for, by this Canon they are neceflarily caſt uponone 
part of this dangerous Dilemms : 

If they take the Oath (befides the ſcruples of con- 
ſcience before obſerved ) their taking of it (as we have 
touched before) muſt bee recorded by a Notary pub- 
lickez and then, if they doe any thing; which they that 
are their Judges will call a breach of the Oath they 
havetaken, they may bee called in queſtion forthe 
crime of perjury. | 

; ""S 'P2 About 


Doubts and Reaſons, touching 
f Conciliab. apud Northampton. About the yeare 11 64.f Thomas 
| in Anglia cvs quo Thomas , £5 chbſiep of Canterbury, was t 6 
perjurio per Regem accularus & Councell (held at Northampton) accuys- 
condemnatus , ed quod, Anglica- (eJ ay condemned of perjury 3 becauſe 
vo uf nn "Eranciſs. Longs de hee had ſworne to the Engliſh cuſtomes, 
Concil.pag.$06-601.1+ and had not obſerved them: ' And it is 
an cafie matter (out of an Oath of ſuch copious con- 
tents, as this of the ſixth Canon) to frame an accu- 
{ation againſt him that hath taken it ; eſpecially , if 
what licth in ambuſh under the &&c. bee brought into 
the charge: hereof our feare may. bee. the more ; be- 
cauſe ſome of us have obſerved, how forward ſome 
of our ſuperiours have beene to lay an imputation 
of perjury. upon the inferiour Clergy ; becauſe (ha- 
ving taken the Oath of Canonicall obedience) they 
have not becn ſo ready (as they would have them) to 
performe what they impoſed by uncanonicall Coms 
mands. 1:21 20.9v9) « 
On the contrary , if they-take not-the Oath;;:and 
thereupon. the penalty of the Canon bee laid upon 
them, they mult take leave of their Paſtorall charges ; 
and no more be allowed to feed their Flockes, nor to 
be clothed with their fleece : which is like (inreſpeR 
of many Pariſhes) to be-agreatcalamity both to the 
Paſtors and Pevple. : © CTHEPIED | 


108; 


Thus mucb\for:our Doubts: which if:any thinks 
f00 much; it maybe he thinkes too little of the peace 
of conſcience, the price of our Miniſtry in danger to 
beeloſt, and: the preſſure and miſery, which'by.ma- 
ny may bee felt by occaſion of that — 
rod A ; thoug 
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the late Oath of the fixth (anon. 
chough wee Care not take, yet wee dare ſweare * 
and can doe it heartily, willingly , and truly , that 
(as yet wee conceive of the Oath) wee cannot 
with ſound faith, and ſafe conſcience yeeld un- 
tO it. - 
And if moſt of theſe Doubts, before: propoſed. 
ſhould bee found to bee frivolous ( which wee doe 
not conceive of any one of them) and but one 
of them containe a juſt ground of ambiguitie, 
(which ſome that have taken the Oath , and Tome 
that have written for the Oath, have ſince confel(. 
ſed : and not onely by ſpecch, but by their hand- 
writing have acknowledged ) that one is enough, 
while wee are in ſuſpenſe concerning the meaning , 
of the Oath, to ſuſpend our .afſent from the ta- " 
king thereof : For, the compariſon (brought in by F 
the prudent Compoler of the Hiſtory of the Coun- 
celt of Trent) wee take to bee true, and of much 
importance to this purpoſe , which is,8 As oze parti- g Hiſt. Con- | 
cular maketh falſe the comradiftory univerſall; ſoone <fof LOO 
ambiguous particular, makes the univerſall to bee mn ED ; 
biguous, | 
If any man, but of a private condition (like unto 
our ſelves) have a mind to make anſwer to our 
Doubts or Reaſons, wee wiſh him to conſider at 
what hee aimeth in that undertaking : Tf to engra- 
tiate himſclfe into the fayour of thoſe who ap- 
prove of the Oath ; wee defire not to caſt in any 
prejudice to his expectation : If to ſatisfie us , wee 
feare his endeavours. are like to bee fruitleſſe ; 
fince hee cannot adyance his diſcourſe above pro- 
P 3 bability, 


rm Doubts and Reaſons, exe. 


| bability, and for that wee may returne upon him 
with like topicall Arguments : and fo the conſi- 
ſence of the cauſe (at the beſt) will be but a pro- 
- - bleme ;, which will adminiſter but weake en. 
couragement for a ſincere, willing, and 
hearty taking of an 
Oath, 


Our Ho rzs,andtheRz aso0Nns 
- thereof. 


Firſt, our Hoe = s. 


Ur Doubts and Reaſons hitherto handled, 
ToOza)% wee hope, will aſſure your Lordſhip, that 
WE, our not taking of the Oath, ought not to be 
SGD aſcribed to contumacy, but ta conſcience; 
and then, we hope againe (the caſe ſtanding asit doth) 
that you will neither preſſe upon us to take it, nor op- 

prefle us with the penalty, if we take it not. 


Our Rta$SONS. 


þ0r this, we conceive, we have both ſolid Reaſons, 
and ſacred Examples ; and thoſe ſuch, as wee pre- 
ſume your wiledome and goodneſſe will not dif- * 
eſtecme. 
I. Pity. 
Our Reaſons arc ) 2. Charity. 
grounded on ) 3. Equity. 
4+ Policy. 
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: Hopes and Reaſons, touching 


I. On Pzety. 


For the firſt : As your Lordſhip and the reſt of the 
reverend Prelates are men of God , you ſtand cſpeci- 
ally engaged (as muchas inyou lyeth) to ſecure your 
inferiours from the perill of finne, whether Preachers, 
or Pcople : and firſt, for Preachers, to take care that 
they doe not take any dangerous Oaths. 

For which cauſe , Saint Baſi/ was very zealous in 

h Baror.4nnal. behalfe of Biſhops (as Þ Baronins ſheweth) "that they 
ns ales. might not be put to ſweare,inreſpeft of the perill of an 
Oath : and hee prevailed ſo farre as to free them 
: from that perill. And the Councell of Challons was 
- 5 The Coun- as reſpeRive of Presbyters , decrecing 'thus ; i17 7s 

| _ TI reported of ſome, that they compell the perſons who are 

'p.560.Sympſ. admitted (in time of their Ordination) to ſweare that 

of the Church. they are worthy,and that they ſhall do nothing repugnant 

#0 the Canons : and that they ſhall be obedient to the Bi- 

ſhops, who ordained them ; and tothe Church,into which 

they are ordained : which 0ath, in regard it is perillous, 

we all inhibit, and diſcharge. 

And the Triburienſtan Councell, having a reſpe&t 

| bothto their credits and'conſciences, 

*- Jum cogi non deber, ſed vice Sa- TAE A Cautelous Conſtitution, 7 Har 

{” cramenti per ſantam conſecratio- A Presbyter ſhould ot - bee compelled #0 
em interrogetur- Concile Triburi- ſwe are; bat. in / eads f an oath, he ſbou It T - 
ZH en. Can.2.1.an 895.7 82+ Carank, be ed s bs hol —_— 
WE adex 632. queſtioned upon his holy conſecration 
pL (i.as it is probable);z verbs Sacerdotis;becaule (as the 
Reaſon is there rendred)) our Lord forbade his Diſci- 
ples to ſweare. 

Ys | 


k Presbyter in judicio ad juran- 
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' the late Oath of the ſixth Canon. 

Obje.Butſay ſome,Did not all, both minifter,and 
people inthe City of Geneva (which many magnifie 
as the Metropolt of Piety) rake an Oath for ſhutting 
out of Popery, and ſetting up ofthe Presbytery with- 
out all this adoe ? 

eAnſw. They did indeed ſweare to baniſh the 
one, and to eſtabliſh the other (as | Maſter Hooker ob- ! a A 
ſerveth) but | : of his Ecch 

Firſt, Is it any good Argument , that becauſe they Po! 
have ſworne againſt the Prelacy, that we muſt ſweare 
for it * men by law are not allowed to take contradi- 
ory Oaths ;and if there bee any Authority in their 
example, it may ſerve rather to make us doubtfull, 
then reſolute to ſweare: though wee thinke it might 
bee more reaſonable to require Geneva to receive 
ſome Doctines from us, then wee Diſcipline from 
them. 

As-concerning the Sabbath, they of Geneva might 
have learned ſounder Inſtrution from our Homilies, 
then wee from m Calvins Inſtitutions (though other- m can" 
wiſe an excellent book) or from the common praice ®****** 

- ofthat City. Y 

Sccondly , their Oath was not in ambiguity like 
ours , noris ours (as theirs was) regulated by Scri- 
pture : For, 

Firſt, they ſware in plaine termes, never to admit n M.Hookes 
of the Papacy among them againe ; and among them ap - 
ie was not ſo ambiguous, what points ſhould be repu- /;, CE 
ted Popitſh, as with us itis. 

Secondly, to live in obedienceto ſuch orders (con- 
cerning the exerciſe of their Religion , and the forme 
of Eccleſiaſticall Goyernment) as the true and faith- 


p4 ee % 
© 3: 
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Hopes and Reaſons, touching - 


full Miniſters of Gods Word, had,agreeably to Scri- 
- pture,ſer downe for that end and purpoſe. , | 

Thirdly, for the abandoning of Popery, they might 
fafcly and heartily ſweare; and fo could wee (if an 
Oath were tendred againſt it, which were not other- 
wiſe lyable to exception) and for the Diſcipline or 
Government, the Clergy made .no ſcruple of it : for, 
they propounded it as a certaine preſervative to the 
purity of Religion ; and the people were induced to 
receive it, becauſe ir made them partakers of a new 
priviledge ; and that a great one : for, to one Paſtour 
were joyned two Lay-clders in the Government of 
the Church; and ſo their ſwearing was (as the taking 
of this Oath) by Archbiſhops, Biſhops, 8c. a confir- 
mationof their owne Intereſts. - 

Fourthly,as they made no doubt of the lawfulneſſe 
of the Oath, ſo were they not urged unto it by any 
commination of danger : and ſo their ſwearing might 
be with a free will, not mixed either with reluQancie 

o The Lord of conſcience, or with feare of penalty. 
archb.of Car-  Fifthly , the Diſcipline of Geneva is ſaid to bee a 
Sebech in the *? new- fangled Diſcipline, of Calvins devifing : and it * 
Starre-chamb. jg further delivered, as an undoubted truth , P That vo 
Pp. +» cxypugy man living , norecord of Hiſtory, can ſhew any Lay- 
doubred pro- presbyter, that ever was in the whole Chriſtian Church, 
+ 5 54; '0 #ntill this preſent age: | But the Government by Bi- 
s. ” ſhops isheld{by thoſe who propound this Oath) to 


V 
4 


A The Archb- bee 1of divine rieht, and to have continucd in the 
- 1 ry nyt | Charch,* ever ſince the time of Chriſt, and bus Apoſtles, 
r Biſh-Halls ati} this preſent age. FEAT. 
book, his firſt Tf foy they of Geneva had need of an Oath, wire 
invented Government za 


we 


undoubted . it new 
propoſit, | firength to their — 


0k RF os WEST. CF ONES TRCFOe UT 3 272 "OI wats ALS 
mo - wh $4 TY OD 9 ® wo Ss 210d Lg A _ « 


AN ARES *, 
* = S OAX I x \ 


FU % $5 etal I 
+ "1" 2 "= fn Eee) way ” w ate 3 IE 7, t p E # 
LOS 2H Wy Oe rl EE CITE whe ode or P8Y ; WIE FA 
_ OR" FE. ; bo TRE WS LN ASL WOE 7 yon lake 
: ye > * d Ros bs i: 
= - > "4 
£ % 


the late Oath of the ſixth Canon 


we (without an Oath) might be confident of the con; 


tinuance of ours, according to the found reſolution'of 
the renowned Dodor of the Law, Gamalicl, in the 
fifth of the Ads of the Apoſtles: 7f 1his counſell , or 
this worke ({aid hee) be of men , it will come to nought , 
but if it be of God, you cannot overthrow it, leſt haply yee 
be fornd even to fight againſt God, AQt.5.v.38,39. 
Pope Clement the ſeventh,upon this ground(though 
miſtaken as in application to the Papacy) grew very 
confident againſt the feare of a future Councell, as the 
Authour of the Hiſtory of the Councell of Trent re- 


portcth,in theſe words : [There was a fame ſpread, the c Pays chek 
Pope would have no Councell , for feare his Cauthority; (Que 


ſhould be reſtrained © areaſon which maketh no impreſ= 
ſion at all in bim,, having his Authority immediaily 
from Chriſt , with promiſe, that the gates of Hell ſhould 
not prevaile againſt it + and the experience of former 
times hath ſhewed, that the Papall Authority hath neves 
been diminiſhed by any Councell; but according to the 
words of our Lord, the Fathers have ever confeſſed to 
. be abſolate and unlimited, as it is indeed. " 

In word rather,or inconceipt'at the byſt: and it was 
conceipt , and no more,that upheld his heart againſt 
all oppoſitions of his power ; And our reyerend Pre- 
lates have ſo much lefle cauſe to feare their ſtate 


(though ir be not cp by ſwearing )as they have 


more warrant to bnild their hopes upon the oraculous 
ſentence of that famous DoRor. | 

The other particular more eſpecially reſpeReth 
the picty of the people, whoſe conſciences are like to 
be carefully guided by ſuch Divines , as are chary of 
their owne. Of whoſe Miniſtry (f they ſhould be de- 
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us, 


Flopes and Reaſons, touching 


prived) it is not like, that generally there would bee. 
. found a ſupply to countervaile the loſle of their reli- 
gious labours, and exemplary practice,the two chiefe 
helps to holineſle of life : and we conceive ita point of 
Piety, and a caſe of conſcience, worthy of the grave 
and godly conſideration of the reverend Prelates to 
refolve , whether, becauſe in this caſe wee dare not 
ſweare, God will reje our ſervicein his. SanRuary;if 
not, why ſhould they ? | 
The ſaying of Wickliffe (though condemned as he- 
reticall in the Popiſh Councell of Conſtance) may (as 
we conceive, with a litele correction) bee made a very 
Orthodox poſition, . and pertinent to this purpoſe : 
: NullusPrz- Thyg, £ None ſhould be excommunicated by any prelate, 
latus debet alt= ; 
quem excom- #wleſſe he know hizs (orrather thus, unleſſe hee conceive 
municare,nifi þzm ) excommunicated by God : And if {o,while God is 
—_— pleaſed (as we hope he is) to accept our endeavours to 
tum a Deo 4r- glorifie his Name, and edific his Flocke , wee truſt it 
cic.11-ik!. will not be held any part of godlineſſe with the Paſto- 
x4 fr voy fol. rall ſtaffe, to drive any faithfull Paſtour from the fold 
437-concil.Ca- of Chriſt. | 
fobs a 2. Oa Charity, 


Secondly, wee ground our Hopes upon. your Lord- 

ſhips Charity , whereof the fundamentall Rule in the 

« Mat-7.1:. Affirmative part is , To ave unto all men 4s wee would 
they ſhould doe #nto us : andin the Negative, z0t t0 offer 

that toothers, which in the like caſe our te would wot 

ſffer. And we doubt not, but your Lordſhip would 

bee loth that your feare of offence againſt God, and 
yourconſcience, ſhould be ſo ſeverely puniſhed, as by 

the Canons threarved to ſuch as are affraid to __ 
ak . Won ts, - tn:'s 
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the late Oath of the ſixth (anon. 


this Oath : and if you looke but upon us without re- 
fleQing upon your Lordſhips , wee raft that for this, ; 
after our long and ſtudious endeavours inthe Univerſity, "i 
wherein ſome of us have ſpent our Patrimonies (which '# 
might have maintained us in another courſe,vithout Ec. 
cleſiaſticall meanes) after our conſtant and painfull im. 
ployment in our Paſtorgl charges(even to-the tyring ont of 
our ſtrength) after our families are increaſed beyond our 
abilities to ſupport them, without the meanes wee receive 
fromthe Church (and for many of us , wee may ſay but 
poorely with it) you will not by the diſcharge of this Ca- 
non upon us, put us upon the poore refuge of the Canon of : 
the* Councell of Carthage (made for inferiour and ſingle x Clericus vi. | 
Clerkes ) to labour in husbandry, or manufaitures (which _— C| 
your ? Canons preciſely prohibit) for our maintenance ; ariificiolo yel 
ſwearewe dare not, digge we cannot : we were no Fiſher. *Sficulrurs _ » 
»en, nor Tent-makers, or other Artificers, before we en- *;; Fore he 4 
tred upon this holy calling,and to begge we are aſhamed : Can-31,52,53, 


and we may be «fe affraid , ſince by the Law, z begging y Miniſters 


not g1 
Scholars are no better then Rogues, and ſo to be ſeverely themichne to 


puniſhed, rather then charitably relieved;what then ſhall *0y ſervile la- 


bour.Can.75, Þ 
we doe ? | : Thc 
It is a good Rulegiven to Viſiters by Gavazt (faith plete Juſtice, | 


” M Þ- 212,727.16, 
a * reverend. Writer of your owne ranke) hat they? "? PI 


ſhould be ſparing in making Decrees : and no lefle pro. * Bik wtin Þ 
ficable to ſpirituall Governours, which Zraſmss re- =. Tobi = | 
lates (out of Gerſk ezz)that they ſhould not raſhly throw raricn. nd [| 
about the Thunderbolts of their cenſures, leſt they ſhouldp.s5, _ 
-n0t take time ſufficient to diſtinguiſh betwixt ſuch as are | 
more capable of pity, then of ſeverity; and thoſe who are \, 
more worthy of the rod, then of the ſpirit of meekneſſs, to 

ſpare theone , though they puniſh the other; And-wee 
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Hopes and Reaſons, touching 


þ The Goun- 
cell of Chai- 
| lons- C474 7. 


| c As forrule, 
” if we affe&t 

| any bur farher- 
ly and mode- 
rate,and ſuc 
 asmuſt neceſ(- 


| deprecate tO 
cenſure. 
Biſh Hall of 
| Epiſcopacy- 
parte2.þ.58. 
d' Ini the 


 pag.penu't, 
e 1bid. 


. f The Coun- 
cell of Arles, 
- 6.813-Can.1 
b 2 P.5 64. 
Patrick Sym- 
pſon of the 
. Church. 


fully with their inferiours , knowing that they are bre- 


|  farily be requi- 


red, we doe not 


book remiſſe: ſ0 10 adminiſter Diſcipline, as not to forget mer- 
of Ordination. 


, and if he finde the poore to be oppreſſed by the violence of 


looke for no lefle moderation and mercy from your 
Lordſhip, fince a > Councell advifeth you thus : 7t be- 
cometh them, who are in eminent roomes. 10 deale merci. 


thren, 

And while we accompt you (in regard of the gra- 
vity, and eminency of your parts and places) Fathers, 
wee cannot but hope that you will deale with us as 
with your {onnes, with a < fatherly moderation, and 
not thinke us worthy to bee diſ-nherited, or caſt off, 
while wee defire and endeavour faithfully to hold on 
in our courſe of the ſervice of God, and his Church: 
And we doubt not,but you will remember the godly 
and gracious words of your owne Ordination, d 7hat 
you have your Anthority not to deftroy, but to ſave ; not to 
hart,but to help : © And that you are to be to your Flocks = 
ſhepheards, and not wolves ; to be ſo merciful, as wot to be | 


cy: and to bee ſo farre from oppreſsing of us, that if wee 
fs oppreſſed by others, you Tull bee ready to —_— 
us. This is one end of Epiſcopall Vifſitations, for which 
there is a Decreeina Counccll of Arles to this effe : 
f Let every Biſhep wiſit his bounds once every yeare, 


the mighty,then let him with wholeſome admonition ex- 
hort them to deſiſt from ſuch op ln and in caſe they 
will not deſiſt from their violence, then let the Biſhop 
bring the cauſeto the eares of the Prince, 

Nor doe wee conceive our different perſwafion 
concerning this Oath, doth repreſent us unto you, as 
unworthy of your fatherly Compaſsion, fince he that 
of late hath. ſl himſclie a moſt zealous Patron 
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the late Oath of the ſixth Canon. 


of Epiſcopall preheminence, expreſlcth a pitifull affe. 
Rion towards the Divines of the Reformed Churches 
(notwithſtanding many greater differences then this of Y 
the Oath) in this ſort,5 We heartily pity(ſaith he) rhe 7m: g Biſh,Hall in Þ 


competent proviſion of our forr aine brethren, whoſe parts One 1 
are as eminent as their maintenance is pores - 4 parte1.ſeftaty, | 


He whoſe charity reacheth ſo far off,in commilera. 4*98- 

ting the poverty of forrain Divines, would not ſurely 

(and wee truſt, many of the reverend Prelates are as 
pitifull as he) bea meanes to make ſuch miſerable ob- 

jets here at home, by depriving of ſo many conſcio- 

nable Miniſters,as make ſcruple of the Oath, ofthe 

due proviſion whereof they are lawfully polſleſſed : = 
eſpecially, if hee remember the Ca- 5 EIT domus ad hocin- Þ 
non of the Matiſcon Councell, which pe? ear oy per eating <q jj 
ſaith, h That 4 Biſbops houſe Pr, purpoſely cipiat- Concil. Matiſ:e2, Can. 3. I 
appointed to afford hoſpitality to all that need, without 

reſpect of perſons. 

And that other Canon of Charity, which goeth 

under the name of the Apoſtles, in ; 5; -.icopus wu pron 
theſe words :  1f any Biſbop or- Presby- Clerico ex inopis Iaborant ee | 
ter doe not miniſter to the neceſſities of a is non ſuppeditaverit,, 3come -| 
Clerke that is in want, let him be debar- (;. depart te eg Ma 1 | 
red from the communion : and if hee per. necaverit. Can-dpoſt.gs, 
ſevere in his want of pity, let him be depoſed as guilty of 

his brothers death , in withholding from him brotherly 

reliefe. Which not onely by the generall duty of 
Chriſtianity, butby eſpeciall promiſe, the: Biſhops of 

England are bound in conſcience to conſider and be- | 
ware of, ſince at their conſecration the Archbiſhop &, Ihe book | 
asketh them, 77711 you ſhew your ſelfe gentle, and be mer- p,ormpmy _ 
cifall for Chriſts ſake 70 poore and needy people, andro uf{benit.. - 
1 a "EW ſtrangers. 
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Hopes and Reaſons, touching 
© ſtrangers deſtitute of help * and their anſwer is, 1 will ſo 
ſhew my ſelfe by Gods help. Wherein their bare word 
for bencficence to ſtrangers is vertually a double 
bond of ſecurity to their owne, againſt ſuch exceſſive 


ſeverity , as by that Apoſtolicall Canonis condem- 
ned. 


3. On Equrty. 


Thirdly, wee are confident in the Equitable Juſtice 
of our reverend Governours, that the Commination 
inthe words of the Canon is more ſevere , thenthe 
execution of it will be: for, if wee doe offend in for- 

1 Non in cum' eſt animadyerten- bearing of the Oath 5 diſtintion muſt 
dum,ac i volunraric hoc tecifſer,&& bee made by the Decree of a generall 
- de induſtria: melius ſemper & cle- 1 I! Y 4 

| mentivs judicandus cſt ex ipſo hoc Councell, betwixt thoſe that of ſet 
) ; quod ex neccſlitate fatum perpe- purpoſe offend, and thoſe that offend by 4 


trayerit. Concil. Anhamen. Gener. -L : KS 4 
apud D*. Spelman de Concil.an,100g, kin dof neceſsity « AS, where our con{ci- 


tom. 1.516. ences put 1n Exceptions as barres , at 

leaſt as demurres to obedience : and if we deſerve any 

 cenſurein ſuch a caſe, it is not deprivation, which our 

Fa Sententiz Fcclefiaſticall Lawes call = cruell, and 4n horrible 
eprivationis, hi h 4 F h N 

quoniam cru- Weapon, which deſtroyeth or undoeth the whole man : for, 


enta eſt, & to- that is reſerved n for hainomus crimes of oreateſt and toul- 
tum homincm il fo fs fe fe 


EEOItD':: of guilt - which in particular are noted by Daarenus 
horribile te- the Civilian to be theſe, Simonaicall ambition, Incon- 

lum &c. Ke- #; 0. ; I 
= Ben och tipency, keeping of a Concubine ſo pertimaciouſly, that the 
 Tit-dedeprivar. offender being ducly admoniſhed , will not forſake her ; 
cap. "+ ur: Perjury, Murther, Treaſon , or ſomesther grievous of= 
n IVa- : 
rio fagieiia atrocibus convenit. 1bjd.cap.r.fo!.79-2- Deprivatio maximis & teterrimis 
vitiis.eſt reſervanda. So in the Chapt-it ſelfe. o De criminibus propter quz beneficia 
| amittantur, quz ſunc ambitus Simonaicus, Incontinentia, fi Concubinam habeat , nec 
-. eamirite monitus demirrere velit, Perjurium, Homicidium, Perducllio, Daaren.de bene- 
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the late Oath of the ſtxth Canon. . 


fence (as herefie) which u followed by infamy : where, by 
P Infamy, hee meaneth not that, which ariſeth from the'p Quod autem 
miſ- cenceipt of men, but that which proceedeth from the CE nioniia Gi 
ſentence of the Law : None of all which can (with any accipiendum 
colour of truth) bee imputed to our doubting, or final! IR ure ac 
deniall of the Oath , while the diate of our conſci- if tou det 
ences induceth us todoe fo z and, if we ſhould confi- quz ce homi. 
dently affirme (which ſome of us belecve) that a Proſe Mam opinione 
byter is equall with a Biſhop by Gods Law, we cold rot x5 yang 
for that incurre the condemnation of Heretickes : for, 
though Auguſtine avd Epiphanius accounted Aectius ar h 
Hereticke for that, yet (as * D*.Whitaker ſaith) few of the 3, Dl hiraker 
ancient Fathers (beſides them)did ſo: and therein (ſaith conpier tus 
he) was Hierome altogether of his mind. _  tenthReaſons 
Beſides, wee preſume your goodnefle will takeno-?3'?: 
tice, that in Equity and Juſtice they ſhould not ſuffer 
moſt, who offend leaſt againſt a penall law ; and they 
leaſt, or rather nothing at all, who are moſt refraQory 
to it : which would come to paſle,if the penalty ſhould 
proceed, as inthe Canon is expreſſed; for, all Papiſts, 
who are adyerſe to our Doctrine in generall (except 
ſome few egregious Eccleſiaſticall hypocrites) may 
paſſe nopuniſhed, notwithſtanding this Canon : while 
Proteſtant Miniſters may bee undone , for refufing to 
ſweare to ſome particulars of Diſcipline. | 
But that wee ſhall not feare, if you pleaſe to looke 
upon the moſt reverend and religions Biſhops of the Pri- 
mitivue times, who (as your owne Apologiſt hath teſti. 
fied of them) * were wade all of meekneſſe, humility, and c Biſh. Hell in 
patience - if you be like unto them (and while youtake his bookof 
them for your Anceſtors, you ſhould nor beeunlike js "16 
R wo _ them) pag-r14. 


Hopes and Reaſons, touching. 


them) you will never make us feele the rigour. of this 
ruinating Canon.. 


4. On Policy. 


Fourthly,in relig:ows Policie you may (with as much 
advantage to your ſelves as to us) forbeare the urging 
of this Oath ; for, give us leave, wee beſeech you, to 
tell you the truth (though ſuch, as hope to help for- 
ward ſome ambitious defigne by your favour, ſay 
otherwiſe ) the Biſhops (if they have not added to the 
number of theenemies they had before) have yet loſt 
more friends by propoſall of this Oath, and Penalty, 
then by any Act thatis knowne to be theirs: and with- 
all, have thereby raiſed a ſuſpition, that themſelves do 
doubt their dignity is not ſet upon a ſure foundation. It 
is cauſe of jealpaliera many,when ſuch as are reputed 
{ Novyatianus juramentum exegit politicke,are roocautelousin their own 
= ſuis,priuſquam Sacramentum da- Caulſe ; and for that was Novatianas, 
nt. CE owe m2- the father of the Puritans(though a Bi- 
wells Sine qd hoc jurejuran- ſhop) the worſe thought of (for good 
4 mgm anneTs —_ wow oo —_ uſed - — - uch —_— 
- mam necad Cor. Nable ſecurity for themſelves) becauſe 
\jr my edcerrum, nee ad Cor hee cauſed tis Adherents to pen their 
0M. 2.-4R.2 54-187 5601-5048 hands betwixt his, and to ſmeare by the 

body and bloud of the Lord, they would not forſake him, 


axd trrne to Cornelins : And this hee did, before hee 
t The Patri- 


arch of Anti- 
och, to make 
ſure worke, 

bound Prince 


would give them the Sacrament; but beſides thar, 
ſuch a forced confederacy is but fratle : By this-his E+ 
piſcopacy was the more ſuſpeQed, to be both unlaws 


Reimund by am Oath to be trueto him ; but friends unjuſtly gotren,are ſeldome comfor. 


i ” 


tably retained = and of his ſworn friend, he proved his ſworn enemy.M',Fallers holy War. 
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full and ſchiſmaticall. Ic hath fallen out ſo (whether 


juſtly, or unjuſtly we will not ſay ).in many.mens con- 
ccipts of the Right and Authority of Biſhops, both 
fince, and by occaſion of this ſwearing Canon. And 
they cannot more readily redeeme their reputation, 
then by a ſpeedy procuring of a repeale or revocation 
thereof (as we doubt not but they may) by publicke 
- Authority. 
Whercin, if they appeare and prevaile, they need 
not. feare any diſparagement to their prudence, by 
withdrawing that they have decreed ,. fincethe wiſeſt 
Stateſmen,and greateſt Governours have uſed many 
times, to comply ſo farre with popular diſpoſitions,as 
to vary their own Ads with relationto their liking, as 
the Pilot doth his ſailes,tocomply with the winds. 
And you cannot have a more Authentick example, 
hto induce you tothis, and to defend you in it 
fromall imputations) then that of our-ſacred Sove- 
faigne ; who,rather then he would give any colour of 
complaint for aggrievances to his people, was pleaſed 


ufo rag with the five Articles of Perths CA ſſerwbly, oh won 


and. to diſcharge all perſons from urging the pratiiſe 


«reing, praitiſing,or obeying any of them: though the 
—_ Eo Lliſhed both by.a AA. Afſembly,and 4 
ARof Parliament, as-this Canon was not. 

And for his owne Ads (for theſe Articles of Perth 
were propounded and ratified inthe reign of his Roy. 


: : _ = J* claration of 
thereof upon any, either Laick, or Eccleſiaſtical perſon the Tumules 


whatſoever : aud to free all his ſubjects from all cenſures Scotland. 
and paines , whether Eccleſiaſticall,or Secular, for not *37*< 359 


+ 
y . 
+ 


all Father) he impoſe&the Service book, the book of Ca-*: 
nens,and high Commiſtion;upon his ſubjef in Scotland; 


*. - " 


King Charles 
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x The Duplics and upon their * humble ſuppliqution, was content gract' 
ih ct ns only to grant a diſcharge from them, paſiing his Princely 
p227.54. promiſe , ? that hee would neither then, nor afterwards 
y 1bidp.130, preſſe the pradtice of them, nor any thing of that nature; 
["T but in ſuch a faire and legall way,as ſhould ſatisfie all his 
M ajefties loving Snbjedts, 
Wherein, wiſe men (who judge of Conſultations 
and Acts by their probable effects,and not by unexpe- 
Red events)cannot but highly commend his Majeſties 
mildneſfe and clemency ; which, we doubt not, would 
condeſcend to your requeſts , for a removall of this 
great aggrievance,if you would be pleaſed to interpoſe 
your mediations to {o acceptable a purpoſe : and upon 
our humble ſuit (which in all ſubmiſſive manner wee 
tender) to your Lordſhip (and,by you, to the reſt of 
your reverend order) we hope you will doe lo; fince 
we have it upon his word(his Royall Majeſties word ) 
which neither in duty, nordiſcretion we may diſtruſt, 
z TheKings z That the Prelates were their greateſt friends (i.of hig 
large Declarat. = triſh Subjects) their counſells were alwaies counſells 
TT of peace, and their ſolicitations vehement and earneſt, 
for granting thoſe unexpettedfavours , which we were 
pleaſed 10 beſtow upon onr people. 


Beſtow (we beicech your Lordſhip) ſome of theſe 
vchement and ſerious ſolicitations on our behalfe in 
this cauſe, and you ſhall not more free us from the 
feare of this Canon, thenbind us inlove, the beſt love 
(which caſteth out feare) toremaine 


Your Lordſhips inall due obſervance 
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